
274 THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

a rescue, because the father of the child or some "true De-aconesý-s work." The mission of Plhubt
oxie nearer to liini than I was did not spring, from Corinth to Roine -illustrates the duties
forward for the purpose. If 1 couid have save'l that a Deaconess in the church mnay be called
hiniî and did not, wvhat of iny conscience then ? upon te discharge "again, "«a Deaconess is a

1womnan set apart by a Bishop under that titie
BUT Somle consciences are very elastic,-no,' for service in the chuir2hl." But what serviQco

that's not the word, for an ela,.stic thiîig gocs ilThe Dean feit that a distinction was needed,
back into its place Nvhen the strain is remnoved'and so lie writes: -it seeins p.roper to say more
-they are the rather like putty, you can put precisely w'hat is intended by this w'ord 'Dea-
theni into any shape and they will keep it. coness.'" Good, but unfortuniately h 1oes iliot
They can be put into shape to do things in state what wvas intended, but siuiply groes on
private that they would denounce as wrong in te, say that it is a grand attenipt te restore
public; to, do thin<rs away fromi home that what the church has lost, "an org-anised body
'Would be liemnous atîxomie, and to do themselves of women heïpers." Againi the wvriter asks,
what they wvould solemnly shake their heads at "llow inuch should be include'l under the
in others. Shakspere was only hall right when. Church Diaconate of Wonien ?" and he replies:
he- said, ~.Conscience doth make cowards of us1 "4 it is a question net of principle but of eletail,
-ail." It depends on the kind of conscience, for and they are to Le ready for service wlwnever
sonie withi their putty consciences can do things they are needed," av'l the needs are very vari-
that withi a diffirent conscience they would 1ous. Once more: "W hat kind of work was
shriiuk froru. 1assig-ned te themn, in what relation did they

stand te the Preshyterate and the Episcopate '
IF it were tiot teo solenrn a thing, for licrht- "The only reply is, that research into, the prinu-

neýss, how we ixighit paraphrase that 25t1h chap-'itive facts relating te the womnen who were
ter of Matthew. One suggestion will giv'e a Deacons wvill be pursued te greater advan-
dlue te, the wholc: '«I was ,an hungered and ye tage if they are cornbined with enquiries into
gave me no nieat;" and the query cornes,- "When: ail that relates te Deacons of the other sex;"
sawv we thee an hungered," and se on, and the; and he significantly adds, " Some modemn mis-
crushing reply of the Judge is, " ye did it not'tkes on this latter subject are likely to lead
te one of the least of the,;-'" Imagiine if you 'us astray. Our present Deacons are not the
San, the condexnned saying, " B3ut, Lord, there, I eacons either of the Prayer Book or of the
was sornebody nearer thaîî we were, our con-'Primnitive Church." Whien we reneînber that
sciences would not permit us te do it !' R-e- the Deacons of the English Church are a sort
volting as this miay appear so put, it is act.ually of half-fiedged Priests wve sec the force of the
what, if the "conscience" plea is truc, men are, remark. 1V is noV difficuit Vo trace the thoughit
saying and doing te-day. of a Diaconate more in accordance with Con-

gregational than with lEpiscopal practice. The
WOMAN'S WORK IN THE CHURCH. g-ood !Dean wvas, however, between Scylla and

Charybdis, he had contended for the identity
IV is lways nteretingte ote ,hat SuljcCts lof the office whether used by mr.lJe or female,

which are attracting attention amongst our owntherefore if it was Ecclesiastically Ministerial
churclies are also Cup for discussion in other and a step te the Priestly, then womnen might
Christian organizationis, and we have been be Ministers and even Priests;- on the other
more than pleased with a work on the subject hni h fiews nx euate h
nained above froui the peu of the late Dean; Deacons of the Episcopal c.,urch were eut of

their place, and should only Le doino' the work
Rlowson,-in fact he died before publication, siedoa-lpr!Wtseh-fcuisand his son bias prefixed a short biographical teayeprs Wtschdfiuts
sketch, appreciative, filial and well-deserved. jon either side, with the certainty of giving of-
The title of the bjook is "The DiaconatL of te e u ne or the other section of his hearers
Women in the Anglican ('liiirch." ln one as-'if he spoke more defhnitely, the writer had to
pect, and an important one, it is disappointing; ý -) age
you ail te geV, clearly stated, the author's idea Having said this uxuch as te the feundation
of what the Diaconate of either mnen or w'emen weakness' of the book, we vaay c1beerftully and
includes. lie speaks of nursing the sick as gladly say that it is an earnest plea for the
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