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eommandment, that we should believe in the
Naine of His Son Jesus Christ, and love
oâne aniother &-3 Eie gave us commandment."
The NEWV commandment (John xiii. 34) of the
iNew Testament is love.

Old Testament saints had. signal faith; but
Christ's own commnand enjoins love. And as,
tlhis love binds together the eilidren of' the
saine Father, so it attracts together the ser-
vants of the samne Master, and unites them in
common cause. Lt is contrary to reason, and
it is repugnant to, faith to imiagine that min-
isters actuated by the samne motive, using the
samle means, and pursuing the sainle end,
sbould consent to be divided in fellowship.

St. John seems to forsee sucb a false con-,ception and to repel it by a most comprehlen-
sive rule, wvhen he says, " If we walk in the
light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another."

Walking in the llght causes fellows1hip; and
,conversely the broken fellowship of the nom-
inal Churci proves that i+s, teachers have
not been walking in the light. Men have
adopted verbal conditions and pledges of
association, instead of walking iii the liglit,
and tbiereby retaining, " the fellowship of the
Spirit." An esprit de corps bias been substi-
tuted for the Spirit of Christ; and the several
denominations have unconsciously set up loy-
alty to, their own society in the place of
allegiance Vo Christ.

Thus, in the eyes of the world, Christianity
has degenerated into zealous adhesion to, exter-
nal organizations and to paper creeds-the
unity of the Spirit being tacitly set acide if
not openly denied.

Christ alone is the " centre of unity " for
Christians. Lu order to reburn to the " one
body and one Spirit " (Eph. iv. 4), believers
îiust be, reminded that they have " the same
love." (Phil. ii. 2.)

The catholic heart of the church must be
roused to healthy pulsation. When ministers'
imbibe the spirit of St. John's conviction-
"This commandment have we froin Hum that

lie wbo loveth God love bis brother aI9o "-
then every faithful minister of Christ wiUl be.
.doubîy dear to bis brother minister, dear for'
bis Master's sake and dear for bis work's'
sake. Then shall the church of Christ exuit
in a catholie ministry; and men shall flock to
the liglit of a God-taugh't teaching, as the
doves fiy to their windows.

We can adduce the clearest evidence fr-oni
the New Testament that any true ministry
for Christ must be EVANGELICAL in spirit, and
CATHOLIO in beart. But what is to, be the
criterion of the possession of these essential
and God-gTiven qualifications? And who is
Vo judge of the impulses and clainis which
seek the public ministry?

Is it sufficient that earnest desire Vo, work
for Christ should be attested by its own con-
sciousness ?

Plainly not. Lt is plain that client enjoy-
ment even of the most prccious gifts can yieid
no profit to others. .And as soon as utterance
takes place there encues an audience and a
judgment .)s to the value of the communication.
At the sanie time, in every speaker's mind,
there instantly arises a craving for acceptance.
This demand for the reception ofthe published
matter can only be answered froin the outside.
Lt cannot be satisfied by the internai con-
scioucnecs of purity of intention and devoted
zeai. Lt seeks fruit from its husbandry. Thus
even St. Paul, clear about bis miraculous cail,
and ascured of bis mission, communicated
wxt?!. the other disciples at Jerusalera (apply-
ýrg to themi by revelation) and laid the Gospel
wbich lie preached 1'Privat-ely before theni
who were of repute, lest by any means he
s9hould be running or had run in vain."
(Gai. ii. 2.)

In the case of tbe message froin God to
ýmankrind, it seems obvions that there is a
reciprocal demand which can onily be met by
response from the respective parties. For its
own future benefit as well as for is security
in listening, the audienýe bas a rigbt to
require from the messenger that he comnes
from Goci; for the verifictation of bis mission
the faithful messenger will crave a real effeet
on his bearers. The congregatiori las a right
to, exact witb Peter, "«If any man speak let
hlm speak as the oracles of God; " the true
messenger ex poses bis heart when be appeals,
" We are made manifest unto God, and I trust
also are made manifest ln your consciences."

For an effic-nt Christian ministry we bave
then two requ ients-the one a priori, the
other a posterwri. About the latter there is
little doubt-; for the ftuitfulness of a ministry
eau be tested by experience; and froin the
nature of the proof we must wait for evidence.

But about the mission fromn God, there is
obscurity. How is it to be ascertained ? John


