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tovilozli Down with bim | down with
him, comrades, and keep him down I"

Thero is little doubt that had Esca's
head once touched the ground it had
never risen again, for the pricsts wero
crowding about him with wild yolls aud
savago oyes, aud the fiorco rovelry of
whilo ago was fast warming intoa thirst
for blood. Valeria thrust her way in-
to the circlo, though she uover feared
for the Briton—not for an instant,

1t was getting dangerous, though, to
remain any longor amongst this frantio
crew, liyca wound ono avm round tho
girl’s waist and opposed the other
shoulder to tho throng. Spado, en-
couraged by his comrades, struck wild.
ly at the Briton, and made a furious
effort to recover his prey. .

Esca drew himself togother like a
panther about to spring, then his long
sinowy arm flow out with tho force and
impluise of a catapult, and tho cunuch,
reeling backwards, fell heavily to the
ground, with a gesh upon his check
like the wound inflict d Ly a sword.

“Eugoe!” excleimed Valeria, in o
thrill of admiration and delight. ** Wall
struck, by Hercules! Ab! these bar-
barians have at ieast the free use of
their limbs. Wby the priest went
down like a whito ox at the Mucian
Gate, Is he much hurt, think ye?
Will be rise again ("

The last sentenco was addressed to
the throng who now crowded round
the prostrate Spado, and wes but the
result of that pity which is never
quite dormant in 8 woman’s breast.
The fallen eunich sectued indeed in no
hurry to get upon his lega agatn. He
rolled about in hideous discomfiture,
und gave vent to his feelings in loud
aud pitiful moans and lamentations,

After suchan example of the Briton’s
prowess, none of her other votaries
seemed to think it incumbent on them
to viudicato the majesty of the goddess
by further iuterference with tho maiden
and her protector. Supporting and
almost carrying her drooping form,
Esca burried ber away with swift firm
strides, peusing and looking back at
intervals, ns though loth to leave his
work half finished, and by no means
unwilling to renew the contest. The
last Valeria saw of him was the turn:
of hig noble head bending down with a
courtcous and protecting gesture, to
console and resssure his frightened
charge.

All her womanly instincts revolted
at that moment from the odious throng
with whom she was iuvolved. She
could have found it in her beart to
envy that obscure and unknown girl
hurrying away yonder through the
darkening etreets on the arm of her
powerful protector—could have wished
heraelf a peasant or a slave, with sone
one being in the world to look up to,
and to love. Valeria's lifo had been
that of a spoiled child from the day she
left her cradle—that gilded cradle
over which the nurses had repeated
their customary Roman blessing with
an emphasis that in ber case seomed to
be prophetic :

May monarchs woo thice, darling 1 to their bed,
And roses blossom where thy footsteps tread !

The metsphorical flowers of wealth,
prosperity, and admiration, did indeed
seem to spring up beneath her feet, and
her stately beauty would bave done no
discredit to an imperial bride; but it
must have been something nobler than
the purple snd the disdom—that could
have won its way to Valeria’s heart.

She was habituated tothe beautiful,
the costly, the refined, till sho had
learned to consider such qualities as
the mero cgeentials of life. It seemed
to her a simple matter of course that
houses should be noble, and chariots
luxurious, and horses awift, and men
brave. Tho w/ admirari was the
maxim of tho class in which ghe lived ;
and whilst their standard was thus
placed at tho superlative, that which
camo up to it received no credit for
oxcellence, that which fell short was
treated with disapproval and contempt,
Valoria's lifo bad been one constant

round of pleasuroand smuscment ; yot
sho wasnot happy, not oven coatented.
Day by day she felt tho want of some
fresh interest, somo fresh excitoment ;
ond it was this craviog probablly, more
than innate depravity, which drove
bor, in common with mauy of her com-
panions, into such disgraceful scenes
ae woro enscted atthe worship of Juno,
Tsis, nnd the other gods and goddesees
of mythology.

Lovers, it is necdless to sny, Valeria
bad won in plenty. Each new faco
possessed for her but the attraction
ot itanovelty. The favourito of the
hour had small cause to piume himss!f
on his position. For tho firat weok he
interested her curiosity, for the second
bo ploased her fancy, after which, it he
wag wige, be took his leave gracefully,
ere ho was bidden to do 8o with a
frankness that ~dwitted of no miscon-
coption, Perhaps tho only person in
tho world whom she respected, was her
kinsu an Licinius; and this, nonethe
less, that she possessed no kind of in-
flucnco over his foelings or his opinions ;
that she well knew ho viewed her pro
ceedings ofted with disapprobation, and
cntertaived for ier character a kindly
pity not far removed from contempt,
Even Julius Placidus, who was the
most persevering, as he was the crafti-
est of hor adorers, had made no im-
prossion oa her heart, Sho appreciated
his intellect, she wag amused with his
convereation, she approved of his deep
schemes, his lavish extravagance, his
unprincipled recklessness ; but she
never thought of him for an instant
after he was out of her sight, and there
was something in the cold-blooded
ferocity of his character from which,
even in hig presence, she unconsciously
recoiled. Perhaps she admired tho
person of Hippias, her fencing master,
a retired gladiator, who combined
bandsome regularity of features with a
certain worn and warlike air, not with-
out its charm, more than that of any
man whom she had yet seen, snd with
all her pride and her cold exterior,
Valeria was a woman to bo captivated
by the eye; but Hippias, from his pro-
fessional reputation, was the darling
of balf the watrons in Rome, and it
way be that she only followed the
example of ber friends, with whom, at
this period of the Empire, it was con-
sidered a proof of the highest fashion,
and the best taste, to be in love with
a gladiator,

Strong in her passions, as in her
pbysical organisation, the former were
only bridled by an unbending pride,
and an intensity of will more than
wasculine in its regolution. As under
that smooth ekin the musclcs of the
round white arm were firm and hard
like marble, so beneath that fuir and
tranquil bosom there beat a heart that
for good or evil could dare, endure,
and defy tho worst. Valeria was a
womsaa whom none but a very bold or
very ignorant suitor would have taken
to his bresst ; yet it may be thet the
right man could have tamed, and made
her gentle and patient as the dove,

Aud now something geemed to tell
her that the void in her heart was
filled at last. Esca’s manly beauty
had made a strong impresion on her
senses; the auomaly of his position
bad captivated her imagination ; thero
was something very attractive in the
mystery that surrounded him ; there
was even & wild thrill of pleasare in
the shame of loving a glava. Then,
when he stood forth, the champion of
that poor helpless girl, brave, hand-
some, and victorious, the cherm was
complote ; and Valeria’s eyes followed
bim as ho disappearrd with a longing

loving look, that had never glistened

in them in her lifo before.

The Briton hurried away with his
arm round the drooping figure of bis
companion, and for a time forbore to
speak a word even of chcoursgrment
or consolation. At first the reaction
of bor feelings turned her sick and
faiot, thon a burst of weeping camo to
her relief; ere long the tears were

flowing silontly; and the girl, who
indecd showed no lack of courage, had
recovored herself sufliciently to look
up in bor protector's facy, and pour
out hor thauks with a quiet earnest-
nees that showed thoy came direct
from tho heart.

“] can trust you,” she said, in &
voico of peculior sweetness, though her
Latin, liko his own, was touched with
a slightly foreign accent, ‘*1 can read
a brave man's faco—none botter. We
have not far to go mow. You will
take me safe home{”

“1 will guard yon to your very
door," said he, in tones of tho deopest
respect.  * But you need fear nothing
now ; the drunken priests and their
mysterious deity are far enough off’ by
thi® timo. 'Tis o noble worship, truly,
for such a oity as this—the mistress of
tho world !

“ Fulse gods| false gods!” replied
the girl, very ecarnestly. '¢Ob, how
cau men be s0 blind, so degraded !"
Here she stopped suddenly, and clung
closer to hor companion’s arm, drawing
ber veil tighter round her face the
while. Her quick ear hod caught the
sound of hurrying footsteps, ar.d she
dreaded pursuit.

*'Tis nothing,” said Esca, encourag
iug ber; *the most we have to dread
now ig some drunken freedman or
client reeling home from bis patron's
supper-table, They are a weakly race,
these Romau citizens,” he added, good
humouredly ; “I think I can promive
to atave them off if they come not
more than a dezon at a tiwe.”

The cheerful tone reassured her no
less than the strong arm to which she
clung. It was delightfal to feel so
safe after the fright she had undergone.
The footsteps were indeed those of a
few dissolute idlers lcitering howme
after a debauch. They had hastened
forward on espying a female figure;
but there was something in the air of
her protector that forbade a near
approach, and they shrank to tho other
side of the way rather tban cowe in
contact with so powerful an opponent.
The girl felt proud of her escort, and
safer every minute,

By this time she had guided him
into 8 dark and rarrow street, at the
ond of which the Tiber might be seen
gleaming under the starlit sky. She
stopped al a mean-looking door, let
into & dead-wall, snd applyiog her
band to a secret spriog, it opened

noiselessly to her touch. Then she |

turned to faco her compavion, and
said, frankly, ¢*X have not thanked
you balf enough. Will you not enter
our poor dwelling, and sharo with us a
morsel of food and a cup of wine, ere
you depart upon your wsy §”

Esca was neithor hungry nor ¢birsty,
yet ho bowed bis head, and followed
her into the house.

(TO BE CONTINUEL.)
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At an afternoon concert held a short
time ago, an.spology was offered for
the non appearanco of an artist. A
gubstitute had been found, however,
concerning whom the apologist made
tho momentous announcersent : ** Ma-
daw X, will aig * For all Eternity.'”
-

“RevarranLy Cone oF Drorsy axp
Drsrersia’—Mr. Samuel T. Casoy, Belle-
ville, writes ;:—** In tho spriog of 1584 I be-
gan_to bo troubled with dyspepsia, which
gr.u]ually became moro and more distressing.

uneed  various domestic remedies, and
applied to my family physician, but receiv-
eg no beoefit: By this timo my trouble
assumed the form of drcpsy. I was upable
to uso any food wkatover except boiled
milk and bread ; my himbs wore awollen to
twico their patural size ; all hopes of my
Tecovery were given up, and I quite 2xpected
death within a few wecks. Northrop &
Lyman's VEGETADLE DISCOVERY having
been recommended to me, I tried a bottle
with but little hope of roljef; and now,
after using eight bottles, my Dyspepsia and
Dropsy aro cured.  Although. now seveaty-
nine years of ago I can enjoy my moals as
well as over, and my gonoral health is good.
I am woll-known in this section of Canada,
u. 7iog lived hore fifty-sevon years; and
you havo liberty to uso my name in recom.
mondation of your VEGETAGLE DISCOVERY,
which has dono such wondcerain my caso.”
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HAS CORED OTHERS
Wi (URE YOU

L T
—
A Bright Lad
rig ad,
Ten years of age, but who declinesto give his
name to the public, makes this authorized,
confldential statement 15 us:

“When Iwas one year okl, my mamma died
of consumption. e doctor sald et 1,
too, would soon die, and all our netghbors
thought that even 1t 1 did not die, 1 would
never be able to walk, beciuse I was so
weak and puny, A gathering formed and
broke under my arm. 1 hurt my nlx¥('r:1nd
13 ﬁ:\llwrml and fhrew out poces of bone.
I1 1 hurt myself so a3 to hreak the skin, it
was sure to become a runuing sore. I haa
to tako lots of medicine, but nothing has
donie mo $0 much good a8 Ayer’s Sarsapa-

ritla. It has wade 3ne well and strong.”’—
T. . M., Norcatur, Kans,

AYER'S Sarsaparilla

Prepased by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,
Cures others, will cure you

- Church Pews -

SCHOOIL FURNITURE

Tho Beunott Furnishing Co., of London
Ont. make a specialty of manufacturin
tho latest designs in Church and Schoo
Furnitare. Theo Catholic clergy of Canada
arerespectfully invited to send for catalogue
and prices bofore awarding contracts. We
havo lately put in a cownplete set of pows
in the Brantford Catholic Church, and
in St. Michael’s Cathedral, Toronto, St.
Lawrence Church, Hamilton, Rev. F. T,
McEray ; Thorold R. C. Church, Rev. J.
¥. Sullivan ; Heapelor R. C. Church, Rev.,
E. P. Slaven; Little Current R. C Church,
A. P. Kilganan, Ezq. ; Ronous Bridge R.C.
Church, New Brunswick, Rev. E. S, Mur.
dock. We bave also supplied Altars to
Rov. Father Walsh, Toronto, Rev, J. A.
Kealy. Moant! Carmel, Father McGee. St.
Augustine, V.G. McCann, Toronto, Rav,
G. B. Eenny, Guoiph, Rev. 3. C. Heman,
Dundas, Rov. R. Malonoy, Markdale,
Fathor Ronan, Wallaceburg, 8t. Joseph's
Convent, Toronto, Sacred Heart Convent,
London and Sacred Heart Convent, Hali-
fax, N.S.

Wehave for years past been favoured
with contracts{rom members of the clergy
in other parts of Ontario, in all cases tho
most entire satisfaction having been expres
sod in regard to quality of work, lowness
of price, and quickness of execution. Such
has been the increase of business in thig
special line that we found it nccessary
some timo since to establish abranch office
in Glasgow, Scotland, and we ars now en.
gaged manafacturing pewsf{or aew churches
in that country and Ireland. Address

BENNETT FURNISHIRG CO
Loudon Ont., Caaada

Comfort and security assurcd So.
| called **Hopeless Tares? wolicited,
Children posltively cured in o fow
: , wcekg. It .\btg et any appliance

= —— STt tho very best, Over twenty yeam
i1 busineas i Toronto fn this one line excluﬂ}:'c!y.

J.Y. EGAN, HerniaSpocialist, 206 West Qucen Street,

Toronto. 41-1y

TELEPEOYNE 140G,

M. McCABE,
UNDERTAKER.

EMBALMING A SPECIALTY.
256 Queen St. West, Toronto, Ont.
[

LEMAITRE'S PHARMACY,

256 QUEEN STREET WEST,
Dircctly opposite Fire Hall,
Headquarters for Pare Drugs, Chemi-
cals, Pharmaceutical Preparations
and Family Medicines.

ALSO SICK ROOM, NURSERY & TOILET REQU SITES.

Liberal discount to Religlous Cormmunitics.

PRESCRITIONS A SPECIALYT,
Postal and Tecleph rd
ttention.

fve 1 diato
E. G. LEMAITRE.




