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î>y tlîat valuable institutionî, I* lie Horological Club," of New

\'ork. The subjcct aigitating our Ilcousinîs " at tlîat tirne was
ilie samne as is before tîs at present. 'fli writer's reincdy %vas
to ap)point a coinrnittee of five hundrcd, provide each one with
a good stout hickory stick, and let tiern loose on tlîe botelies.
Neither of these nîcasures would work. Wc coîîld not legis
lite, nor would the shillalah be effectuaI. StilI, we are oîîe
%%ith the spirit of both. When ive have work before us over
wliich wc inight rcadily think " the angels weep," is ît not
enough to suggest legislation, shillalahs, or any other ineans
t-~ dean out the perpetrators.

1lowever, as has been said, wçc have the botch with us to
stay. lie ivili stay, and wvon'i be educated. Su let us shew
tlîat ive are anxious wu have an institution in our rnidst where
rlîose îvho do wish to improve can receive instructionî in any
branch of our art.

We believe with you that the tinie has corne wvhen a good
horological school should be establishcd in orîr midst; and wc
furthcr believe, if entcred upon by a man (or men) of the right
îîetal, that financially thc undcrtaking wouîd be succcssful.
But, as we hinted in January, there would have to bc great
care taken to kcep up a first-class standard, as on that % cry
thing we be!ieve depends the ultimate success or non-succcss
of the institution. And just here is where there is a danger of
wcakncss in ail such schools. The idea of the founder is not
pîîilanthropy ; it is hard cash he is after, and scens to nme the
teniptation to do 'lfunny woik " must at tintes try even the
best of teachers.

TIherc is one side of tliis question which has not been dis-
cusscd, and which is suggested by the reference in your April
cditorial to the enlightening of public opinion re the botches.
WVhy not organize ourselves into a Literary Society, cach or as
nîany as will, contributing original or copicd articles treating on
the watch, its peculiatities, the way to use it, its many troubles,
etc., showing forth aniong other thiîîgs the econonîy of good
care, the fallacy of trusting such an intricate piece of machinery
to evcry Tom, I)ick, or Harry, who dubs hinîscîf Ilwatch-
inaker," etc. 0f course the articles îvould necd to be as muclh
as possible free from technicalitîes, not rancid, but reasonable
and entcrtaining. They could Le subniitted to a chosen coin-
mncte, and if we would cach intercst otirselves there should
be little dîfficulty in having an occasional article appear in our
own local paper. Your 'valuable journal would be a good start-
ing point from which the articles could bc cullcd as required.

In the articles there would need to be nothing savoring of
advcrtising an>' particular watchmakr-no personalities ; nor
would any worknian be beneflted by using such in his own
name. Tlhe suspecting public would catch on to thîs strain at
once. "Oh! merely another trick, it's nîoney îc*s after."
The botch would also use it and pose as IIthe poor man's frit nd."

This course running in conjunction with a good liorological
school, from wliich a diplorna would be as "good as gold,"
would, wc believe, in very few years make the botch so sick
tlîat he would be oblîged to leave our fair Dominion for
pastures niore -een.

Trusting that the ball will roll tili a good level is rcached,
I amn, yours, etc.,

ALEX. M.\OFFAi1.
P>ort Elgin, April i 7th, i Sgo.
[The columns of TIHrF TRADER are always open to sucli

articles as Brother MlNoff.it suggcsts, and our jewelcrs can carry
out his idea ai once, by sending in their communications to us-
EiD. TRADER.]

MR. BILLINGS APPEALS TO THE TRADE.

j.~P -RUSAL~ of your April nuinber clearly denion-
Estrates the fact that the trade lias at Icast

been partial)> aroused on flic - butch " question.

0f a1l the reiiiedies suggested, twto only seemn

Spractical, and the question mnust be settled in the
Susual way by the rule of the nîajority, and thc

greatest good to the greatest nuinbeî.

Now, shall we have an horological school or ani association,
or both; for of couise boillor possible, pethaps, zind one would
not antagonize tie other. In starting and uîaintaining an

horological school, it is generally adiied that Governrnent

aid is necessary, but on what ground financial aid is to be re-

quested no one suggests. If flie manufacture of watches was

of national importance, Goverrent aid might reasonably be

expectcd; but, as the niatter stands, the watch repairer is on

the saine basis as an>' other rnechanic. No, gentlemen, don't

waste any tirne or energy in the vain attenipt tu obtain Gov-

erniment assistance.
MNr. Beeton and luts intimate friend, MIr. Playtner, waril)

advocate such an institution, but I cinnot sec lîow such a pro-

ject can succced in tlîe face of aIl tlie difficulties to be over-

corne rit the present tinie. In the first pilace will the nuinber

of jewelers in Canada warrant such a proccedin- ? Look theni

over carefully, sec whiat they are wortlî, hiow iiiiany or what

percentage of thein eniploy nien, do their own work, or arc

botches;- also, how iiany of the remaining fcw could attend,

even if they so desired. *''ten, sec the vast territory over

which the anxioub ones are scatitred Thiik it oser w~ell. and

if any one can bc found who is willing to furnish tUI "seIeral "

thusand dollars ruquired for tools, machiner>. etc., also wo

guarantc salaries to j>rofebsional talent, whichi, bey ond ail

doubt, will have to be imported, ail very mell. It will he a

vcry hard struggle, and an ultiate and signal failute.

An horological school would be of great benefit. and %vould,

accoinplisli much, 1 arn willing to ad:n .it, and 1 would do aIl I

could to favor it, but I cannot sec how ît could be coiidut-ted

on a paying basis, nor cain I sec in what nianner it will act in

the betterment of the botch. It costs conFiderable rnoncy to

attend an horological sclîool, and considcrable more to pur-
chase the touls tu do thc work one has been taught, and as wc

ail know the botch is gecerally poor and works with his
-"fingers," aîîd has, as a rule, evincedi suprerne contenîpt for the
inan who î ssesses a fine cominplnient. of ioois.

WVhat the trade rcquircs, in fact deînands, is i,,ciiak(l(l
relief, coitpîcte if posbîl>',t, p~artial at lcast. The Canadian
l' ractîcal lVatchinakecr's Association secmns to afford that relief
iii the nîost speedy and romplete maniner, and aside froni that
it grants a diplonia to a conipetent workman who would have
no occasion to attend an horological school. Thle poslsessor
of a C. 1. W. A. dîplorna would Le able to show by lits work-
mianship thant lie was cntitled to it, and the business use of iti
- business way wouild acconiplish inuch in reducing thc great
nunîiber of botches.

I do not propose to drive an>' nan ourt oif the business, or
to advocatc bitter measures agiinst anybody or class, but
siinply to place in the hands of the competent workmen a


