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the nysteries o! human nature. As it was,
he %pared not himself, but worked hard in a
distant field. 'Of the last we shall say nothing.
In the 1Presbytery of Pictoù, hy far the larg-
est in our Synod, the supply for a long tiime
was meagre, in consequence of the diffleulty
almost amounting to impossibility of securing
Gaelic-speaking ministers for any portion of
the Colonial field. Fortunately, two able and
devoted missionaries, natives of the county of
Pictou, and educated in Scotland, threw in
their l>t witn their native land, and have efi-
ciently and successfully been breaking the
bread of life to their countrynen in.their own
language for several years. When we con-
aider that the adherents of our Church ln this
Presbytery are, to a great extent, Gaelic-
speaking people, and that they cling te and
love the language of ieir fathers with a strong
and natural affection. it is not to be wondered
at that nany touchmg appeals and applica-
tions have, froni time to time, been made to
the Mother Church for assistance in this di-
rection. It is a pleasing satisfaction to be
able to record that, after long and iveary years,
the call has at least 'been partially answered,
andin the present year our Church possesses
in thisPresbytery, instead of one, five settled
ministers who regularly minister both in the
Gaelie and the English language. In addi-
tion, we have at the present moment four
charges superintended by clergymen vho
minister in the English language only. This
ls to be sure, a recovering of lost ground
witbin the last thirteen years for which we
have reasons for profound gratitude to the
Giver of all good. Still there are vacant
places--such as Barney's River, Lochaber
and St. Mary's. Besides saveral of the char-
ges consist of two if not three congregations,
som of which are quite able, both i point
of iiumber and ability to support a separate
pastor. Roger's Hill includes Cape John
and River John. Gairloch includes Sait
Springs. East River inclndes two powerful
congregations. Earltown includes West
Branch, Rtiver ,ohn. It is not perhaps say-
ing too much that each of these places, either
could now, or very soon will be able to sup-
port a minister for itself. While in the mean-
time the amount of labor which bas to heI
gone through by most of the ministers in the
Presbytery of Pictou is far toc great, yet is
apprently too unavoidable.

Ve are glad to be able to stale that we
still keep our ground il St. Johns Newfound-
land, our Church being represerted there by
an eloquent and devoted servant. Such then
in a few brief and imperfect words is our pre-
sent position in the Synod of liova Scotia.
Our history has been one of trials-of patience,
of hope deferred, and of gradual recovery
fron a great and stunning shock. For the
point ve have reached, wve have been much
indebted to the aid and sympathy of the
Mother Church. Indeed without that aid we
must have perished altogether. That aid aiso
inspired us vitlh hope and encouroged us to
make some decided effort for ourselves. To
recruit our lost stréfigth by the carrying out
of " the Young Men's Scheme," which bas
been so successfl-and alsc re-organising
and preparing ourselves for a more active
and efficient future. At the present moment
we have four ministers in Halifax, ten in Plic.
tou, three in Prince Edward Island and one
in Cape Breton. Too few indeed for our re-
quirements but if we faint not, they will gra-
dually and certainly increase. We mention-
ed in a former number, that we had not fewer
than sixteen young men, natives of Nova
Scotia, studying for the ministry. In the
course of a few years, these will begin te oc-
cupy fields of usefulness among us-enlarg-
ing our influence and increasing our efficiency.

But in the meantime, there are pressing
duties which if ve are wis, we wiill by no
means overlook. We must he ever on the
watch te iniprove our organizations, to in-
crease our means, to train ourselves te an in-
creased liberality in Church matters. We
have much in our power, and it is r ar duty
to act rather than te complain or murmur.
It is not welI to be cast down at every small
or even at a great disappointnient. There is
no body whatcver, however properous gene-
rally speaking, that is not exposed occasion-
ally te vexatious disappointments. It will
happen sometimes that those from whom we
expected and had a -right ta expect support

may fail us in the hour of trial. But if we
look at such a matter in its proper light in-
stead of thinking of abandoning a good
cause on that account, it ought if we have
the spirit of men to incite us to greater effort
and to conquer victory by a resolute perse-
verance in the right. And have we not
sone cause for rejoicing. In Nova Scotia


