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l>crbaps ln no case, bas an error '.-en ori- jecturca roitelied tht' truti. It wa~i importaîut,
eiraor hns the îîerusal of the Seriptures. T1he 1therefore, for the i.ak' (if the ci sýci les theni

sprun up frst, nd he' pre- -selves, toaor.i.vtheir own ak.eg
ýudices of its supporters liaviîîg been ctnlistud m nent, w'hai cpinmun itjv I'xd bt'en i'odaoed"ta
in its favor, they, corne ta the Seriptures riot 1forni, and loo)w fît', if nit al, that opinion lîia 1
te ascertalîx what they Say, but to discover t hecto sodifie<l lîy tut obsvrvaticis of to
passaneswhicli, whviere isulated, andi inter- 1 pnple.
prete , nlot by the nid of seripture ln general, 1 leurtîter ; Jemil; wPq nnw about to p)repnr
but by the eolored liglit of a foreg-one conclu- theym, in plain tt'rniîs. for bis death,-tloi
.%ion, appear to yielcl a meauing favorable ta evcnt whicb fornied t1v, %unhjeet of the rcrnark-
that conclusion. The truc ivav' ta ascertalui alte conver.îatioli tîjoon the Mouint, wlhere lic
vlîat a eontrovertedl passage 'mearos, is, tu 'vas trauisP.(uredl. We know, froam the after
keep in remembrance the circunistances inlu hoitorv, tha't te dcot of Jesus tooui. the (lis-
irhich, thie persan by whom, asid the pursans icip)lcs by surprise, notwitstauching the ire-
ni whoni it ivas spokZen ; and by plaeiîog our- titnncey af its annaîmcemptit. Tt suis reqî
ttives ln the position oi the latter, te estimate site, therefore, that thî'ir faith should lie
in what setise we wvould inderstîînd the wvards, stvcîîgtliened in every wny. tc) prepare thym:t
Wd they becii originally addressed ta auir- ut ail for tîtat biow, seillnîgly so fatal t,>
elves. their licopus.,-thiat thev sh%îuld 1)( ratilied,
If ne take upi point by point in thùi pas- that, however tinlookedl for, zill tiiese thiîog,
(Fe, iu the order af the conversation as hield iwere ln reality parts of nue grdat plano, o!'
.,Christ with bis Aposties, ani thus foiiow wlîieh lie, %vhoni they followed was thie enttre
~e thougbt througli all its %viîdings, ive inay 1 and suni. The conifession to ivhich Jesus
,scceed lu arriving at saine definite uîuier- gradually led tiien, wits intended ini a inant-
Uon da its reaÎ purport. 'I'hc lis o i er ta pledge theni to the conviction duit,
s aur Sajv(iour's question, wito the dspI' liowcver învsterious andi inexplicable any oc-
)1%. Next his inquiry as to the AposUie' oýurrences ýf his future lifé mighit bu, they
dnidea, witlo the reply of Sinion P>eter as could not. bu marc invsterious tban the fadt

heir representative. Ihird, the consequent %vlich thiey %vere îoow about to confess,-tliat
lessing. And fourth, the two promises. lie, %vho stood in humoble guis3e hefore thein,
1. IlWhoin do mn s-,% that 1, the Son of was yet the Il Christ the Sou of the living
an arn ?" IlWliat no w do the people think, God:
iy, believe oi nie, after ait that 1 have Xeeping lu vicw, then, that tis was a
iiherto donc and taught P" Why was this turning point in tic life of Jesus, that a ecar
uestion asked at ail ?' Not certainly out of and decided conception of bis eharacter was.

orance on tbe part of hlm wlia, knmving I indispensable ta prcpare the disciples for his
bat ivas la man, knew, therefore, the opin- transfiguration, and equally indisp)ensa'Ie tu

n gnerllyprealet rgarding Iiini anîong qualify theni for famulfiarity svith the forthi-
e peopie. Neither, therefore,nvas curiosity coming announcemonts of bis death, so that,
e motive. If the succeeding part of the aithouig tliey steadilv dilielieved tîtese until

ed narrative be exanined, it will lie found tulfi lied, they shonuld oîevertheless biold fast
at about this tinie, the publie labors of our1 to that confidence lu bis Messiabship, ta
rd were brouglît, to a great extent, to a svhicb thuy aiow piedged tbemselve8, we niay

ose; that tiienceforthie perfbrmied liut few understand svhy this question wvas put. "'What
iarles; and, though accomîîanied stili, nc- (lu mn think of me-thls man vhioni they

ioahy bgreat inultitudes, tloat lois teach- sec and bear, %vith ail lois %vorks and words ?
gs bega n gradually ta bc more confined ta -ai me, this Jesus ?" For ail bis past teaclo-

simmedinte follanvers. 'Fhec next cloapter ing and actinog had, as their.priîicipai num, ta
.*ios witb a mest significant event-the manifest svhalie was,-to qaken and estali-

ansfiguratin-wiih wvas undoubtedly a lisb fdith lu lois persan.
Dg pint la the life of our Saviour. 'To l'lie ilcply.-Foam the replies of Uhc di.-

e transfigurationo, the discourse befare uos ciples, it appears tbat wvlile ail viewed Jesus
s reimnary and iiodispenabe.-lIndis- as sanie great one, and placud hlim at least la

niable, because, uniess the disciples ivere, close corniection, according to their several
mie of Uîrn preparcd ta acknanv!edge Jesus, prevalent ideas, with the coming Messiab, no
be the Christ, unless tbey cùmprebended one anywlîere said af hiim that he himself
th saine degree of fuliness, the peculiarity wvas tihe Messiah ; ail beld hum ia tao siight
bis conracer, they could not bu taken to estimation for thoat. The Jews, lîowever, wcrc

tesso remarkable a circuinstance ; for , if opinion doat thc first resuirection was con-
eywould, la noa setîse, bave understood its xiected with the appoearaoice of the Messiah,

eaaing and inîtentiono. Ia going ln amid out anîd tie settiog up ai his kingdffom ; and so
ong the poeop)le, the disciples could not fail tie idea rcadily suggested itself that forerait.
qeiitly to louas their observatio.8. upan niers of the resurrection ivouid precede that

e character of Jesui. M~ingled wit.h the mighîty period. Among these forerunners
crs of soine were the morezreverent cono- they expected the prophets. Johin the Bap-
titres ai others ; and as we learn from, the tist bas just beeti ýîaiin. B ut vie find before
plY Of tic disciples, flot one of those con- jlois7- that lois slayer, 'and daiibtless Ma»y


