IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

Perhaps in no case, has an error “cen ori-
ainaled by the perusal of the Seriptures. Lhe
error has sprung up fiest, and then, the pre-
judices of its supporters having been enlisted
mits favor, they come to the Seriptures not
toascertain what they say, but to discover
passages which, wlgere isolated, and inter-
peeted, not by the aid of seripture in general,
it by the colored light of a foregone conclu-
sion, appear to yield a meaning favarable to
ihat conclusion.  The true way to ascertain
what a controverted passage means, is, to
keep in remembrance the circumstances in
rhich, the person Ly whom, and the pursons
 whom it was spoken ; and by placing our-
elves in the position of the latter, to estimate
a what sense we would understand the words,
had they been originally addressed to our-
lves.

If we tako up point by point, in this pas-
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« jectures reached the truth, It was important,

1 therefore, for the sake of the disciples them
« selves, tn ascertain, by their own acknowledy. -
i ment, what upimon they had heen indaced to
i form, and how fav, if at all, that opinion hal
vheen madified by the observaticns of the
; people.
I Further; Jesus wae naw about to prepure
, them, in plain terms. for his death,—that
v event which formed the subject of the remark-
; able conversation upon the Mount, where he
v was transfigured.  We kuow, from the after
. history, that the death of Jesus took the dis-
i ciples by surprise, notwithstanding the fre-
, quency of its announcement, Tt was requi-
site, therefore, that their fuith should be
, strengthened in every way, to prepare them
at all for that blow, seemingly so fatal to
their hopes,—that they should be satisfied,
. that, however unlooked for, all these things

se, in the order of the conversation as Leld | were in reality parts of one great plan, of
v Christ with his Apostles, and thus follow | which he, whom they followed was the cenuwe
the thought through all its windings, we may j and sum. The confession to which Jesus
seceed in arriving at some defimite under- | gradually led them, was intended in a man-
anding of its real purport. The first point ' ner to pledge them to the convictivn that,
sour Saviour’s question, with the disciple’s | however mysterious and inexplicable any oc-

wnidea, with the reply of Simon DPeter as
heir representative. Third, the consequent
lessing.  And fourth, the two promises.

anam ¢ What now do the people think,
ay, believe of me, after all that I have

hat was in man, knew, therefore, the opin-
1 generally prevalent regarding him among

¢ motive. If the succeeding part of the

ed narrative be examined, it will be found
at about this time, the public labors of our
rd were brought, to a great extent, to a
ose ; that thenceforth he performed but few

ins with & mest significant event—the
ansfiguration—which was undoubtedly a
ing point in the life of our Saviour. To
e transfiguration, the discourse before us

preliminary and indispensable,—Indis-
nsable, because, unless the disciples were,
e of them, prepared to acknowledge Jesus
bbe the Christ, unless they comprehended
thsome degree of fullness, the peculiarity
[ his character, they could not be taken to
tness so remarkable a circumstance ; for
ty would, in no sense, have understood its
eaning and intention.  In going in and out
ong the people, the disciples could not fail
quently to hear their observatio.. upon
¢ character of Jesus. Mingled with the
ecrs of some were the more reverent con-
tures of others ; and as we learn from the

ply. Next his inquiry as to the Apostle’s | currences of his future life might bs, they

y could not be movre mysterious than the fact
, which they were now about to confess,—that
{ he, who stood in humble guise beforc them,

L #Whom do men say that I, the Son of | was yet the * Christ the Son of the living
| God.”

Keeping in view, then, that this was a

itherto done and taught P Why was this, turning point in the life of Jesus, that a clear
uestion asked at all? ~ Not certainly out of | and decided conception of his character was.
orance on the part of him who, knowing | indispensable to prepare the disciples for his

. transfiguration, and equally indispensahle to

. qualify them for familiarity with the forth-
¢ people. ~ Neither, therefore, was curiosity |

coming announcements of his death, so thag.
, although they steadily disbelieved these until
 fulfilled, they should nevertheless hold fast

, to that confidence in his Messiahship, to

which they now pledged themselves, we may

, understand why this question was put. “What
iracles ; and, though accompanied still, oc- | do men think of me—this man whom they
ionalty, by great multitudes, that his teach- = see and hear, with all his works and words?
s began gradually to be more confined to ;| —ouf me, thisJesus?”  For all his past teach-
immediate followers. The next chapter | ing and acting had, as their.principal aim, to

manifest who he was,—to a"aken and estab-
lish faith in his person.

The Heply.—From the replies of the dis-
ciples, it appears that while all viewed Jesus

| as some great one, and placed him at least in

close cormection, according to their several

, brevalent ideas, with the coming Messiah, no

one anywhere said of him that he himself

" was the Messiah ; all held him in too slight

estimation for that. The Jews, however, were

, of opinion that the first resurrection was con-

nected with the appearance of the Messiah,
and the setting up of his kingdom ; and so

, the idea readily suggested itself that forevun.
"mers of the resarrection would precede that
, mighty period, Among these forerunners

they expected the prophets. John the Bap-
tist has just been slain, But we find before

ply of the disciples, not one of those con- ! this; that his slayer, and donbtless many



