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the small honiestead owner of undwe burdens
now imposed upon them, must make it unpro-
fitable o hold lund for speculation ; and thus
thiow open abundant opportunities for the
employment of labor and the building up of
homes.

“While thus simplifying government by
doing away with the horde of officials required
by the present system of taxation and with its
incentives to fraud and cerruption, we wonld
further preamote the common weal and further
secure the rightsof all by jlacing under public
control such agenecies as are in their nature
monopolics ; we would have our municipal-
ities supply their inhabitants with water,
light and heat; we would have the General
Governnent issue all money withous the intey-
vetion «f bauks; we would add a postal
telegraph systew and postal savings banks to
the poctal service, and would assume public
control and owneiship ot those iron roads
which have become the highways of modern
eomunerce.”

THY QUEEN'S SPEECH.
Loxpoy, Sept. 16 —Following is the Queen's
speech elosing the session of Parliament :—
My Lords and Gr atlemen :

My relations with the other powers continue
friendly. The proirvacted negotiations between
Russia and myself regarding the frontier which
we should agree 1o recognize as the northern
limit of Afghanistan, have been brought to a
satisfactory termination.  The Ameer readily
accepted the boundary. 1 hope that the conven-
tion will powerfully conduce to the maintenance
of a durable peace in Central Asia.  The treaty
between Great Britain and China with reference
to relations between China and Burmah has
been ratified.

The contident hope T expressed that a general
pacification of Burmah would be « tfected during
the present vear has bheen {ully realized. A

settled government is being gradually intro- '

duced in its remot ¢ districts.  The convention
which was concluded between Turkey and my-
self for the purpose of defining the conditions
under which it would be possible for me to un-
dertake the withdrawal of my troops from Egypt
at a fixed date has not been ratified by the Sul-
tan. The course of action imposed upon me by
my obligations to the ruler of the people of
Egypt remains unchanged. The presence of my
forces has seenred to E?'pt the blessings o
tranquility. and has enabled me to effectual
support the Khedive's efforts to promote good
government aud the |-rosremy of his people.

I bave agreed with the aunthoritics of the
United States ta refer to @ joint commission the
diflicujt question respecting the North Ameri-

an fisheries which has recently been discussed
by the two nations . K

With singular satisfaction I mention the as-
Iseroblage of the first conference of representa-
1ives of my colonics ever held in London. Their
deliberations, ditccted to many matters of deep
practical interest to their respective communi-
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ties, and conclucted in a spirit of hearty coope-
ration. will, I doubt not, add strength to_the
affection by which the various parts of my Em-
pire arc bound together., .
The Queen thanis the House of Commons
for liberal provision for the public serviee, and
continues :
Thare is some ground for hoping that the
grave depression under which all commercias
and industrial interests have lain so long is as-
suming a less severe character. 1 deeply grieve
to add that there is no mitigation of the suffer-
} ing under which large portions of the agricultu-
ral community continug to labor.
‘ The wants and difficulties of Ireland haveoc-

cupied your close attention during a protracted
j session. I trust the remedies yonr wisdom has
provided will gradually effect a complete resto-
"ration of order in Ircland and give renewed en-
| couragement to peaceful industry. In order to
i pass them it has been ncecessary to pass over
ymany important measures affecting ofher pars

of the Kingdom, which, doubtless, you will be
able toresume without hindrance at the coming
seseion.

After reference to the aliotments, conl mines,
merchandize, marks and criminal procedure
in Svotland aets, the Queen eoncludes :

This year, the fiftieth anniversary of my reign,
has been the oceasion of the expression of fers
vent loyalty, which has deeply touched me. I
am indeed truly thankful for the warm, hearty
' proofs of affection which have reached nie from
:all classes. In thanking God for the blessings
He has vouchsafed me and my country, I trust
" I'may be spared to reign over a loving, faithful
"and unitcd people.
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( From the Colonial Standard.)
1c70U.—Mr. John R. Herdman, who
formerly had a baking cstablishment
=% in this town, and who is acquainted
.0 with nearly every man, woman and
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”@::5%% child in it, peid a visit to Pictou last
| S Geek. He is a son of Rev. A. W,

+
, Herdwan, who was pastor of St. Andrew’s
Church, Pietou, for nearly 33 years, and who
, married or christened nearly half the people of
. the town. The present Kirk was built during
Rev. Mr. Herdman’s ministry, but previous to
its erection, worship was held in the Kirk
In 1879
the pastor received a call to his native place,
Perthshire, Scotland, and, although he is 70
years of age, he is nevertheless strong and
hearty. Mr. J. R. Herdman was connected
with the choir for many years; and of those
who were associated with it during his time,
he says there are only remaining Messts. D.
Sutherland and D. McDonald, who have stoad
by it ull those years most faithfully.



