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LESSON X. MARCH 5, 1876

Gop’s Coverant witu Davin. 2 Sam 7-18

{(nc., 1042.)

18, THEN weNTKIv6 DAVID 1V AUD SAT
BEFORFE SAUL—lhe yraocens  pro nise
thus ¢1v 1 1o Dave? fi led ha heart wi h
irrepresgible § y and groiinde. In was
to 1he 'aherna e of o ur-e that he wact,
and his “aittiog™ yosture wan, no doahg
that poritien betwegr kueiling and wt-
ting-—kuoe eling  fient uwpon the grouad,
and then sty back unpon the hees,
which is convred a very respecfal pos-

tor-in the East,

19 AND TLIS WAS A AMALL THING IN THY
FIGHT, ete,, fur & yrest witle 10 come,
lit-ally t'mt whica points ty a remate
prriod, i, ¢, thar of the sternal estab-
listanent wf my house and throne,

21, Fur TuY W kD's saxe, The ward
for the anke of wii‘h Gad has done such
greans thinygs for David, must be some
former promise on the part of od.

28 WENT T R-DEEM —The redemption
of Israecl, s8 deserihed he re, was typical of
our redewp-ion by Cheist; 1hs bonor
ot God and the erernal happiness of the
Baints are the two things aimed at in
theic redemprion,

24, THCOU HAST CONFIRMED TO THYSELE,
Tha eoverurt he had made with them
wax (1) Mut ol “Thev 10 be a people
to thes, aud thou & Ged to them” (2)
Jmmutable Then hast confirmed them.”
He that makes the covenant wakes it sure
and will make it gaod.

7. THOU RAST RLVEALED THISTO THY
SERVANT; i. €., *“Thon bass of th'we own
goot will given m- the promise that thou
wilt build me a house. else I could never
have found it in wy heart to pray such
8 prayer as this”

29. For toou, O Lorp GOD RAST Sto-
KEN iT.—He prays for the performance of
hig prowise. Tbur we tarn God’s prom-
ises into prayers. and thrn they shall be
turped into performances.

LESSON XI. MARCTH 19, 1876.
Ansaron's Reszrriox. 2 Samoer 15: 1-14
{B. C. 1042.)

1. AXD ITCAME TO PASS AFTER THIS.—
Tlre~ yeirs Abéalom had been an exile
with his father-ir—law and row two years
& prisoner at large in bis own house, aug
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in both better deale with than he deser.
ved 3 yet Hiaeprt was anll unhumbled,
hie pride womorntied ; and nstead of
being trankful tis hfe it epared. he
thinks bimeef torely wronged thas he ig
not restored 1o all his plares at  ¢oure,
He tongs to see the kings face, preterd.
iy it wag hecause he loved him, bug
restly becsnure 1€ wanted to snpplar ¢ huu,

2, 6. AXD \BSiLM R SE UP EARLY. —
To Zala she power heaws .t he endes-
vors to inetii into the people’s minds a
bad oprnon of the present sdmimatration
He gotaround him all he could that uad
busiarss at the counncil-bosrd. mgnired
what their buriness was; aad upn a
ali. ht and general mquiry into their cause
prouusneed 1t gond,

7. AFTER FORTY YEARS.—Jt should be
afier fou -years, vrafrer furty days. Thre
patwe of the case fcrhida the period of
forty years, Joscphus and also the Sy-
rise and Arabian versions, have it four
years, Two ancient manuscripts have it
not ‘'years” buv duys; in which case it
may date from Absalow’s kind reception
by his father.

10  Hebron. The oldext town of Pal-
estive, original nawe, K rjath-Orba, sit-
uated amony the wmountains of Judah,
twer ty Rowan miles south of Jerusalem.

12. Giro, Atithopel's howe, was
upon the m untains of Judab, to the
south or southwest of Hebron. Thus the
sirrngth of Absalom's copapiracy is scen
to te adirect yeruls of David's greas
tranegreseivn,  Abithopel’s pame was in
itaelf almont a guaientre of Absalom’s
success. And wemay jrdye of the iw-
portance which was artached to him.

13, 14. AXD THERE CAME A MESSENGER
70 Davip..- Evil tidiogs fly swifily. So
a wesseuyer 800 brevght news to David
of Ab-alem’s procedure, and the Kwg as
once resolved to leave Jerdsalem. This
determiration wan probably taken because
there were not sufficient troops to  gaeri-
son the city, or beeanse be had no con-
fidence in the inbahitanis that they would
be frithful to him ; and the stury of his
dsparture is told te.e with a beauty and
a pathos that are perfectly unupprosch~
able. He left ten of bis copcubars be-~
bind to look after the house, and went
ob it is eaid, to a place that is far off ; or
rather, as wmight be rendered, to the
“hor.se afar off.” the last bouze probably
in the city.



