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REVIEVB : WOMEN BEFOlLE THE LAw.

case by coliecting an immense miass of
information on the subject from. the ar-
chives of ail maritime nations.

The comparative table of Vhe lav of
general average as it obtains iii thirteen
different countries, is most elaborate in
its detail and of great interest, anti we
doubt noV, of mnuch practical utility.

1V is stili, we believe, a uteot poJint
what position Canada ltolds in the roll of
maritime pewers. Whether it is fourth
tifth, sixth, or seventh, it is certain that
not the least part of hier importance wil
be as a daugliter of the sea-girt isies.
Bouinded on the north by Aretic Seas, on
the west by Vhe Pacifie, on the east by
the Atlantic, and partly on the south by
great inllanti seas, of which. the world has
no) equal, and by tIe înighty St. Lawrence,
it is meet that lier chiltiren should niot bc
unacquainted xvith the laws which goverît
perils of tIe sea, andi for titis reassort, if
for noue other, we have VIe more piea-
sure in renexvîng our acquaintance withi
the interesting work before usat in
recommendiug, it Vo our readers.

It is scarcely possible that there wvill,
in this Province, be any large sale for tinis
book to tIe professsion alone, but apart
front dhe' tâct tluat it is a standard author-
ity on the subject treated of, it is a book
that nay be reai xvith iîtterest by nun-
bers wîo are not lawyers. To titose wiîo
deoccupy. tlieir business in great waters"
it is invaluable, andi no library of general
literature should be without it.

Like al the publications of Messrs.
Stevens & Sons, titis book is a master-
piece of typographicai execution, andi
complete in ail its parts.
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"eThe law of husband aîd wife," saygMNr. Griffith, "icannot as yet be treated in
other than a state of transition." fle
says also, deIt is difficuit to trace any coIl

*preliensive or intelligible principle in the
reforins hitherto introduced." M.Nr. Prof-
fatt, in lus very interesting manuai,
shows historicaily the truth of the first

*propositioxi andi throwi liglit on the
second. M.Nr. Proffatt treats the subject
Ilistorically, and 'Mr. Griffith with refei'
ence te recent legisiation aud cases there-
on. The two should be read in the order

iwe place theni.
Like ail American writers Mr. Proffatt

"lbegins at the beginning,," andi trace8e
ithe status of nuarried wornen dewn tO
the presenit tinte frora the earliest period
frotut the tinte when a "Man Iltook
wvife," (;. c. vi et armfls> Vo the tint6
wheni the mani subrhissively took a bet'
ing front a ' brutal" wife, anîd then ap-
plie(i for an.-1 obtaineti a divorce on the
gfrounti of cruelty .Bebee v. Bebec, 10
Iow)\a, 133. Even in ancieut tintes the
statuis of WVonien wvas very difeérent il'
different eoiintries. A learri Il ptiIl
dit" or lawyer of the Hindeos thug
w~rites: - A man both day and nighit
niust keep his wit'e ini subjection ; that
sie by no ineans be mistress of bier oWra
actions. If the wife have lier own fr06
wvill, she xviii behave amiss; and agaiD,

i"gwonien have six qualities: first, an 1uV
ordinate desire for jeweis ; second, immnod-
erate lust ; third, violent anger; fourtit,

*deep resentinent, &c., &c." But as a set-
off to titis abuse, it appears that in Eg(,yPt
wonien were treateti witlh favor and con-
sideration, for in their marriage centraCtO
husbands were obliged to promise obe
dience to their wives; and as to this Mr-
Alexander in bis history of wemen sad'
Iy remarks-"l A thing which in ot
modemn tintes we are often obliged to Pel%

fét, though it was our wives entered
into the promise." Chrysostont, tii.
Christian, on the other hand, was almOi
as abusive as the Hindoo, for lie saYg'
"woman is a necessary evil, a natUl!8

temptation, a (lesirable calantity, a domn0s
tic l)eril, a deadly fascination, ana a paintt4
ill." But however Vhis may be, it wl
scarcely be denied that there wvas S0106
reform neded fromt the old laws and cils'
toms as to the treatment of xvomen, alla

M\r. l>roffatt is right when he speaks Of
the law of husband and wife as an in

[April, 1876
------------

120-voi- XI., N.S.]


