
A MJNISTRY 0F JUSTICE.

SELECTIONS.

A MINISTRY OF JUISTICE.
In addressing the electors o? the Elgin Dis-

trict o? Burghs ]ast week, Mr. Grant Duif
haodleci the subject o? law reform. Thlire
w cre, lic said, many aigus that in Scotland, as
in -iVangeat changea in the lamv were
needei. The most oeccessery changea, in bis
opinioni, 'vere the substitution of a code for
our volun'inoua iaw libraries; an improvedl
systeui o? legai educciion to i-car lcwyers fit
to reason from, principles ratîter than dcci-
seo i ; anîd in asýsiilation o? the Engiisb and
scotch systeios of iaw, Il so as to permit o?

tiieli Poing fuaed together." IbTis consoîn-
iaion," said Mr. Grant Duffl "wie shaîl nlot
see, but tîxere is a change in our arrangements
w bicta I hope w-e may ace-the creation of a
Miiidr of Law and Justice lu Englaud and
Scotland." The suggestion that wo should
hxave a governin eut department for laxv and
justice is nt nexv; but little bas heen beerd
of it of late, and it may be wortb while briefly
to consider mvbether it la a suggestion that
ouglit to ho aeriously entcrtained.

lit mi bî h too munch to say that there was
a piostnîption. in favour of sucb a depcrtment
dc ix-able fromt the experience o? otber States.
'flic Britisht governiment system, la " 5 mocb
botter thaji any otiier " tixat, instead o? seeing
ground for sncb a presumption in the fact
tiîat olP er States bave a department of Law
aid Josice, many îuigbt regard otîr hein,-
withoit one, a fiîndaineiital point of superi-
ority in ur systcmn over thc others. Lot us
note, lxow exor, at xvbat it la w orth the singu-
lariiF o? oui- position iu regard te this matter.
If aiiy ono xxiii take tPe trouble to look inmb
that îîselul w oik, the ''SaeîasYear

Bock-," Id xrill sec tiiet tliere is no State o?
aux-prie oîsion, except our own aud the Uonited
States o? America, w ithout a Ministry o? Jus-
tice cliargeu w itb the supervision of the judi-
cial systemi and the continnous improvemeut
o? the law on consistent and bomogenous priu-
ciples. A catalogue la rarely iuterestiug, bot
it is freqixcitix- most useful, and tPe reader
maiy 'lince as quickly as Pc likes over the fol-
lowxino lst of States Paviug Miniatera ot Jus-
ticeo:Bel -inu Denmark, France, Prassia,
udly, tiw P apal States, the Netherlands, Por-

tugal, 5iusa Spain, Sxveden, Norxvay, Savouy,
Bavarià WNurtemburgh, au(lladen. Turkey,
Brazil, Chili and Peru have eacb of tbem a
Mioistei o? Justice; and a department of Jus-
tice is coîuprisedl lu the goveromieotal depart-
fienta o? Canada and British North Anierica.
We of tîxe United Kingdlom and our congoners
o? the Il niteil States are singular, as xve said,
in b-sviiv no departament o? State correspond-
ing to tPe 'Vdninistration of J ustice. Loolking
to titis axnd considering tixat lu the prin cipal,I
at Ieast, o? the States 'fron whicb xve differ aij
thbs respe~ct the law la in a condition so far
suporior te our own that it la codified, wle

ours is of unmanageable mass and of infinite
mntricacy, it seemns not too much to say that
tbere is a suggestion, if not a presurmption,
that bad we had a Departmnent of Justice ve
should have bcnefited by it.

If the proposai to estabIisb a Mioistry of
Juistice be considered on its merits, it is diffi-
colt to sec w bat reasoos cati be urged againat
it. Oui commerce and mnanufactures, our
pauperism, and even our Post Office, aie re-
prescnted iu the Cabinet by special Ministers.
Th'li President o? the Courncil la, in a sense,
our ilin;ster of Edocatioo. Wby shoild wxe
nt have a Miniater of Law and Justice, tho

admoinistration o? justice being a chief (Mr.
Hlerbert Spencer would persuade us that it is
the so1c) duty of the Gox ernent ? lt mcy be
said, n o doubit, that the duties of a Mioister of
Justice are divided between the Home Secre-
tary and the Attorocys-Geocral in Enland
and Irelaud, and tbe Lord-Advocate in Scot-
]and. Bot how are tbey discharged ? It is
long since we bave had a Home Secretary to
wbom any one would tbink o? assiguing the
office of Minister of Justice if it existed. On
the other baud, the duties proper to a Minister
of the Interior migbt be supposed sufficient in
this,' as in other countries, for a single person.
ThIe Attorney-Gencral and the Lord- \dvocate,
again, are overwork-ed officiis; and, bowev(,r
competent tbey may be to discbarge iin their
respective divisions of the kingdom tbe doties
o? a Minister of Justice, thecy are rcrly frc

enirn," said Mr- Grant DoIT ou tbis point,
"than to sec the xvay ii xvhich laxv reforms,

wbhicb are ackinowiedged by ail reasonable per-
sons to be uocesscry, bang fire, beeause o
orie except a great lau yer anil member of the
Goveroimen)t cao dccl xvitb tbcnx, and tho offi-
ciai gentleman xxho answer to this de,c'i ption
arc sO overxvbelmed xvith thc miass or privato
practice tbct tbey cao only rarely and fiîfilly
give an undivided attention to public afllia.
We hav-e often bcd examples o? this in Scot-
land ; but in England it is far worse. 'ihe
smail amount of law reForm tiict the conntry
gets out of its biglily paid Attorne *y-General
is onlv more rernarkabie than the ahwost lu.
credible sua whicb be bives Up ot o? bis
private practice as a foundation for tîxo lier-
age to wich. he- usually looks forxvard as the
reward of his toila." Ibus the facts are that
the Ilome Secretary, caninot, and the chiie?. law
officers of the Crown are rarely freo to dis-
charge the dodois o? a Minister o? joustice.
These duties are left to the intermittaent and
desultory efforts of individuels and vnliontary
associations. The resoît, of course, is tliat
they arn frequeritly long n)elcted anîd ri ely
vwell formed. 'Ihe jdicial systeoî is w iLbout
regular supervision, and roceivos attention
ouly wheni its condition evokes popular clair-
our. Thli process of improving the generdl
lcws of the country goca on et bapliazard and
very sloxviy in the intervals o? p.oh d sbfés.
There are blets lxx the law tbat xx-e e t'Led
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