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wniter bas been se early as tbe present one, and the following
dates seemn worth putting on record for future reference.

The. Homned Lark, wbacb generally may be Iooked for in the
middle of February, was this year three weeks behind time.
Every other record, however, is far in advance of the usual date
at Ottawa. Leaving my bouse on the morning of March 15, ar
lovely warm day, 1 first noticed a pair of English Sparrows carry-
ing straws to their nest. On a mountain ash tree Pin. Grosbeaks
snd Cedar Waxwings were seen eating the bernies. Bohemian
Wàxwungs were looked for but none were observed. On the road
te the Experimental Farm, flocks cf Pane Siskins and Cbickadees
were busy in tbe cedars as though te, add their testimony te that
of the Iast named and te remind us that winter was net yet gene.
In contradiction te tbis idea, Song Sparrows were ou this day
heard for the first time-not a single bird, but several -singing
their joyeus song fromn the. tpmost branches cf the alders iu a

o. f swamp laqd. Robins appeared in numbers aise, on this
daaltheugh sangle birds had been seen several days earlier. As

the Experimental Farm was reached, numerous Crows, some cf
whicb had wantered ia Dow's %wamp, were noisily proclaiming
that spring was actually bere, and tbe modest littie song cf the
Homned Larks echoed the. good news. Later in the. day Red-
wiaged Blackbirds were seen among tbe rusbes on thç banks cf

the. Rideau canal. "The. next record was of tbe Cowbird on
Match 22, Brouzed Grackles came in flocks on tbe a3rd, the
Bluebird on the. a4tb, and the Slate-colored junco, on March 17.
As a nile the Song Sparrow is the. first arrivai and may b.
expected about Match 28.

1Frogs" were heard whistling veciferously St the. very early
date cf March âS.

Tih. first flowers cf the. year were Saowdrops on March 26,
in sheltered spots, Crocusses on March 29 la similiar places, sud
Siberian Squills on 3 u3t. The. Silver M§aple, usuallY Our first wuld
plant te, blossoin, bad fully expanded flowers on Marcb 3o, butt
Mr. W. J. Wilson observed some blossoms on bis record James
street tuee on tbe a6th ; my earliest previous record was April 2
in 1898 On Marcb 3o also Hepaticas in bloom were collected at
Huil, sud on Marcb 31 the. swamp Alders bad sonie catkins fully
xpaidelà.

J. F.


