
BIBLICAL CRITICISM AND EXPOSITION

arc in thiemselves tho miost dangerous,
and that to thcrn the lesson of the
text is expressly <irectcd.

In the wvord of the Lord ive find the
ivarning, and address it all'ectioiiately
to overy rentier -Beware of blaming
any Christian for the suipposod oxccss
of his dovotional ardour, because it
glowvs more ivarmily than your own.
WVe have 1no riglit to comipress ivitlin
our approveci moulds the buirsting
cinotions of a soiîl that is bouightwiithi
a1 prîce, and Il weary ivitlî holdling in."
It inay bc quito truc that ive féel ajar,-
that the ivords and wvs of that ylouîig
ani eager convert are îîot in harmiony
iwith our juidgmient and our tastec but
to say the leastit may admit of question
ivlîether the cause of tho incongruit
be that hoe is above or that we arc bc-
lowv thc standard of zeai proper to the
rcdeemced of the Lord. Whlenovcr
any extravagance occurs in the niame
of religlous fervour, by ail means lot se-
ber Christians gently reprove or firmly
rcpýrcss it. In a tiîne of great and
iuisccllaiieous developinont of rcli-
gilous forces lik-e the prescrnt, it is laiv-
fui, porhaps ive should say expedilent,'to w., ch carofully, not only (100<1 and
dlocti. acs, but tho tiînes, mecastires, and
forms of oxpresscd devoti on ; but much,
dopends on tho attitude of tho ivatclier.
If hoe lie in wait for errera in tho p)atil
of his neighlbor, lie iil 1)iobftbly miark
!is vices some thingay wvhicli are already
xniarhkcd as virtules in the Master's book.

~fhpfland liberal lio rjoices iii
:the goodj that is doing, aîid fatitlfully
rebfflzqs tlc evil that may occasionally
iningle ivitlh it, ho ivili serve bis gon-
.eration weLl. The times are not stag-
nlant; a brornd strcani of blessing is
flowing throurl ie Church. Wo do0
3iot affirin that its whlolo volume is ab-
solutcly pure; but the dry chaif and
wvitlicred leaves tlîat boe and there
float iipon its bosom disfiguro its sur-
face rather than pollute its mass.
1ýashi and short-sighited.are those who,
alt first sighit of thiese excresences,
rush into tise river*s bod and strive to,
stop it bodily.

We do not deny the existence of
spiritual oxcesses in tIse churchl, but ive
bel.evc that, ini this country at least,
for one who trans'gresses the £ules of
propriety in the manifestation of the
zeal for. Christ, ton lic. frcezing below
-,ero, in the spiritual.theyrnometer...F'pr
on simple 31ary, with lier hearý.rQe1t-

in- and overfloiving into abnornnuh
and lavisli devotion, there arc tyeqve
disciples, not to mention traitors %v4q
are more notable for inaintaining Usý
conventional liroporties of enrtli, tîtai
for catching tho fire of hecavon.

In this case, truc discipkis 'W%,
fonnd snecring at an expression of de
.votion Nvichl thoir Master aplweqiat,
and alproved. \Vhat happeiiod iituto
anicient turnes xnay happenl againj!
ours. WVo mnust ho jealouis over ou,
selves withi a godly jealousy, lest y
sliould ho féiiid loatliug w'hat t.
Lord loves. It -%as the interested.di:
honost Judas that led tlîo doyen
that occasion into ail error of judr
mont Evil comimunicat ions comiu
good manners. Sometimes one wioh'
not tise spirit of Christ at al], obtii
a place and inif luence among Christi.,
wvhich hoe does not desorve. It i
wviles like these that tho adversarçc
tains an advantagre over uis. The Lt.
on one occasion, addressing Peto,:
get theehbehind me, Satan. Thiativ,
is feul of warnîng. Peter at th)at ti
ivas a true disciple. lus lîeart trust
in the Saviour, and bis naine vas a
ten in the book; of lîfo. T1his
shoivs tîsat the tesnpter succeedi
partially perverting tise judgiiieite
after the hicart lias conclusivcly s
]nittod te anlother Lord. Gens!,
Clîristians cauglit and carried zzwav!
the turne hy tho spirit of the worid,
more lîarm tlîan the prIofane. Ju?
desires to psit down Mary's ardour.
a piecof miseliievouis fauaticism; 1
lic will succecd botter in lus o1;.-d
lie can persuade simpler and bid
mcxi te adopt ]lis cr3'. De -%ise s
ponts and harmlcss as doves. Jui'
righteous judgmont.

Perhaps the multitude miay si
tlîcir hosannas more loudly t
melodiously; poriiaps the clîild
may cast tîscir paînu-brascies
Christ's path wvitls more eîiorgy t
discreetness. Whiat thon ? If
cry bc a hosanna te the Son of D?
and tliose branches be truc caîibie
bis victory, h. who loolietlu on
hecart roceives and loves thec effeti
Let us beware lest ive should coudt
wliat; our Master approved.
Mary's ardent offcring, and the 'sic
of the twelve regarding it, nad
Lord's dec.sion on the case ail1
nie, I must be very sure of my grN
ere I venture te denounce as ivi.te


