MAGAZINE.

prize. Al had recovered their
covrave. They supped cheerfully,
and when they were 2ving to sleep on
their Leds of leaves. Mrs. Keppel said
aloud a praver and thanksgiving tor
their deliverance.  ‘Tarling cordially
Joined in it; William conteuted him-
self with taking off’ s hat; while
George Ridler sat edown, shrugaing
his shoulders.

The following day was devoted to
their domestic arranaements, and in
searching for new vesources. The
three men surveved the accessible
part of the island, and ascertained
what they had to expect. The ship-
wreck had unfortunately throwa them
upon one of the swmwatlest and least
fertile of the islands of the Berzh.
Fruit trees were not numerous, and
besides these they only found a few
sea birds perched on the summits o
the rocks.

Ridler boped that they might sup-
piv what was wanting by fishing.  He
made some lines with the fibres of the
cocoa-nut, fashioned some hinoks vut
of the shell of the tortise. and formed
baskets with the leaves of the curcu-
ma. But all these cfiarts scarcely
sufliced to keep tamineaway fromn
the colony. Ridier alone was strong
and skilltul, and alt lised by hisin-
dustry. 1llc complained ot this to
Tarling, threatenming to leavo them to
shitt for themseives.

“Why shouil we maintain that old
woman, Wao pases her time in sing-
ing hymns and weaving dry plaats;
and that rope-daseer, Wwio sheeps all
dgv in the shade, or loses his e in

tr¥ing totame a bird 2 A feweocon-

putsonly remain s thebread-fruit trees
are completely stripped. and I Lave
only caught three 8shin cight days.
Is it not folly to persistin feuding two
useless mouths? I may even say
three ; for as to vourseif, Mr. Tarling,
what use is yoar knowled;1e of nature,
except to make you spend the best
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art of the day in useless researches
in these woods?  But I protest things
cannot 2o on in this manner; every
oue must mantain himself.”

«No," replied Arthur, mildly,
severy onc must live for the others,
and promnte the welfare of the whole.
Jfave a litde patience, Ridler; the
hour will come which will show that
our strength and abilities are worth
something; for there are no persons
useless here below but the selfish.”

But, pouwvithstanding these pro-
snises, Grorze continued to furnish
2lmost the whole of the daily susten-
ance. At last, one evening, after
basving passcd many  hours in fishing,
without havingy taken anvthing, his
line was carried avay by the only fish
that 5 d bitten.  While endeavoring
to pursue it, bis foot was pierced by
a coral reck, which made a dee
wound, and he retired to the but wit
great pain and diticolty., -

Oxa the cther hand, Willlam, who
had just yeturned with his tame bird,
brought roiking: and Tarling was
absent:he was probably botanising
on the oiber «de of the Wil

Ridler gave vent to his angerin
cursing himself as well as others.  If
he had only labored for his own
wants, ke wonld have had sutficient,
and could even have made a reserve;
but he hiad bad the fo'ly of making
himsell @ purievor for others; for
thein he had exhausted the resourees
ofthe isiand and his own strenmtb.
and 10w ke wascondemned to die of
famine. as the consequence of his own
aeneros ’\'.
Wiltiam and the invalid listened to
the-« reproaches in silencel for they
' were soffering with hunger.
s - two months of suspense they

themselves in the s.me situa-

: at the time of the shipwreck,

. by a kind of divination. Mers.

_¢l bad preserved them il from

¢ «h  Georme continued- to de-



