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THE OBSTACLES TO SI'ELLING REFORM.

Aftcr struggliing for a ycar or more witli Ic V'aSt
i( vcicrall questionu of the riglît spelliîug of E-'19

tisi words, a conuxittec of enuuiiet ecator.-s lias
timfi(lly suiggcsted an inilrovemnett iii the spelling
of a (tozen or so of uiotorious offeiffers agaiist cty-
iniology and IIioieic-ouir old fricnds tprogr;aiiie
anid "1pedagogtie," and "îtîrouughi" of course Icading
tIe list.

If tlîis is ail tiat thie friends of spelling reforn cati
affer us, the ouflook for pilionetie Engt. Il is discour-
agiiig. l'le hope of rcforîn is dwinû(..iug instead o!
uncercasinig.

WVluile Ili-. feeble proposition is miade to spell :

dozen or so eas), %ords ns thecy are pronounced, tlle
perniciaus influence of an cifete aristocracy in Eng-
Eli is corrupting tli,: 1 roiuniciation o! huniidreds of
ottuer %vords, and Uie decree o! a London fashlion is
.1solute. Auuericans otlierwisc satue. arc licar(t ta
cati a "clerk," a "clark,," aind to speak of a paper as a
.. wiier.' Iii London a lady is a "ly"to-dav is to-
(lie,' fate is "fite," and even one's milne is "inucie-
and< sa on througli a list of degraded pronunciations
îlot ailtogetiier colufilned Io thue Cocknleys, unianv o!
whichi have alrcady crosscd thxe Atlantic, aid ail of
\wluicli 'lav l>e expccted.

\Vhat is the use of clierisliiîîu; any liope of spelliîug
refornii iutuder stîcli difficulties? \Vlui strugglc to ad-
just the spclling of anc word to its pronuinciation Miuen
\we arc shliftiing thie I)rontliciatian of coutiitcss cata-
gories ? Whly niot give it iii as a bad joli, as it cer-
taiîiy ib and always lias becu ? Neittuer Chaucer nor
W\,asliiîigtonl couild spctl correctty. auid the greatest
spctliiig reformer inlu Englisli literature was Artcîinus
Ward-lMit thîe jo) n'as "2 iiiitch"» for liiii.-N. Y.

MAKING STEEL PENS.

Pens arc made by machines of wonderful iugenuity.
The steel is cu nto ribbons as wide as the lengîth o!
onie peu; tiiese are fed to machines wliici %:ut out the
blanlks, dieu fastuion, stamlp ttienîi, Split the points, and
p)lace the îîîaker's mianîe ou thîe backs. The pens arc iiow
coiuplte, save the anincaliuig, and tîmis forins a1 se-
l)arate aperatioiî. After beiiug aineated, tliey are
comntcd and ptaced iu boxes. A iiiacllie lias been
invc:îted for perforaiingi bath of thicsc ,er.itios.-
Schi)ol Joitrial.

WAR CORRESPONDENTS AND TIIEIR
COST.

Thle cost o! niahutaininig its war correspondents
arouind. Cuba involved oite New York iiewspaper iii
the expeniditure of about $Sooo a wvcek. The Asso-
ciated Press o! Ainerica anid Reuiter's Nevs Agcîicy
spctit a iuucli larger sumii.
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I didn't knowv," said an old lady, as shce put dowiî
hcer iîcevsp.ip(r, "tliat tlîicvcs N\cre.-,o scarce tlîat tlîey
hiad ta atvertise for 'ein and offer a rewardl for ttîcir
discovcry."

TYPE\VRITING.

TIhe tinie rc(Itlrc(l to Icarn t),pevritinig varies ac-
cordiiîg to the aptitude of the icarnier; a certain inii-
ber of lessons froîî a qualified teachier arec nougli 10
lîlaster Ille mode of operating UIl miachinue, but conl-
siderable practice is neccssary to acitire specd an(l

HUG AND IS EXCH-ANGE.

DizLAvîFUI. MLX-Ut, OF 1ROE NANi:ýS IN
CI[:CAGO.

Froim Uic Chicago Record.
Tlierc intist hîave beca xîîany mistakes on the day

wlen the mulies wcre parceled out. Thelî short manl
is Long, and the Iatest qucn of Afro-Amierican. te-
lady is Mâiss Whlitc. A mani îîaînd Shiephierd îvill bc
found runniîîng a low dive calculated to, tran the inno-
cent, and a fcllow i-..mcid Prinrose will 1)e operatitig
a garbage wagon. On -thi Soutl; Side a mnan iianied
\Vink w~ill appropriatcly operate a large soda founitain.
Mr. tiN;i\ conducts a saloon and Hartshorn is pro-
prictor of a drug store.

Perliaps the one in tlle wliolc Eist tliat is fullest iii
suggestion, being directly in Hine withi a thireadbare
joke on whiich the chianges have becît ruiîg iii a thiou-
sand (lifferent, ways, wvould lie fouiid in a sigu1 i ll e
downtown district, iii whichi a mn ianrud Pug ad-
vertiscs on luis wind(owV that lie is a dealer in type-
writcrs.

Don't faii to acknowledgc an invitation as soon as
rccived. A tardy rec:nse is soinctinies unpar<l-
able. Like iii tli answering of personial letters, a fcw
lines v il1 ofteii cover questions asked and desires ex-
î'reýsed.

Don't rail ta inclose a staniped envelope -Mien -an
answcr ta a business Icîter is rcquired. In ail siicl
nuatters il is nccssary, but Lot in private correspoîx.
denice.

Don't, whcen writing a letter, cross and recross thîe
pages; a dancing up and down of the words wliich
the reader tries in vain to deciplier. Numiiber your
shieîs of letter paper; thiat is, if the letter is a long one,
clearly aid distinctlv, so tliat the mnessage to be read
provcs a l)leasuire instead of a %vorry.

"I hiar<tly tinkl," said the laNvycr, "tha-.t Vol Cali
-et a separation froxui your wvife on accotint of lier
nîaking a practice of throwing things at the do-,"

'But, Great Caesar, iiister," said ille mil wit1h"the
liaggÏard look and the black eve, "cvcry tiîuuc slic
thirows aI the dog sulits MIune."p

The teacher wvas telliîug thini abouit the differcut
eeasons. 1lc askcd, "Now mic of van boys tell nic
wvhicli is the proper tiniie ta gatlier fruit." W\lucni
the dog's chiained up," replied johîuîiie.

Se photograph of large clams-room and Studente of
thc Netropolitan Shorthand School a.nd Business Col-
lege, 2265 St. Catherine St,, la car next Isu.
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