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imperfeet. A writer ini the Leiçutre Iloitr savs: "L, t is now
admitteci by ail competent juidges that the éarth is flattenled
at the equator as xvell as at the poles. Mvoreover there is
gCoodl reason to believe that the northern. and southerii
hemispheres are unlike, the south polar regions being much
less flattened th-an the north polar regions. According to
this the earth is shaped more or less like a peg -top, with
the bottom part at the south pole-,. but evenl this does not
satisfy ail evîden.ce. Professoir G. H. Darwin has sugrgested
that potato-shaped -would he a more correct simile than.
peg-topped, I)ut perhaps the best view is that talzen by Sir
JTohn Herschel, who aptly stated that the earth is earth-
shaped." The nam-e of geoid, which, expresses this view,
has now takeni the place of the old oblate spheroid in every-
thing except school text-hooks.

Dr. J. W. Gregrory recently described hefore the. Rloyal
Geographical Society the v'arions views held by scientifie
1Igeographers as to the earth's figure. A careful exaininationi
of terrestrial. ridges, elevýated arezis, and depressions, shows
that the earth's form approaches thiat or a tetrahedron,
wvhich, is -a. solid body having four fices, six sh-arp) edges
and fouir solid corners. The earth Or course is inot exactly
tetrahedral lii figuire, but it very closely resemibles ihis
shape whenici the distribution. of land and water an-.d the
course of the main water-sheds anld mount1ain chainis are
criticily xaund There is very good roason to 1)elieve,
eveni if iio actutal evidence were a-vailable, that the earth,
must tend tow.ird this shape; lfor a globe of plastie iaterial
surromnded by a liard cruist grrýaduiall assumies .,he forml of
a tetrahedron as it cools; aiîd the eartli secmns to be au
example of this fact on a 1h.r,,'e scale."

-CIÂAÇEUBUILDING IN TIE SCIIOOL-IZOOI IS Triri
ICIoUilDA-%TIo.N- STONE OF GOOD GO VEMu' Eo.Lord Johni
Ruxsseli said: 4' t is of the utmost importanice that a nattion
should have a correct standard bv whichi to wveighl the
character of its rtulers." The teachers begin, this w,,ork ili
the school-rooi. They give the child kznowledge to guide
his will and theil a!lou' him"opportuntiities of exercising lis
will wvith, regpard, to moral questions. They point onit his

error~~ -hnh os astray and mnake the path of' wrong
uuipleasant; they encourage hlmi -%vheii lie dovs riglit, so,
that he mav haxve wvvithini hirnself the power of estimnatig
actions at, their truc 'i7alue. The mani who acts rightly

191


