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Lligh Priest, wlio haci to do with the spiritual. Zechariah, it is believeci,
spent a portion of hie time in Ilabylon. You know lîow ready the minci of
the Orient ie to occupy iteelf withi formas of instruction that tako the eiaî)e

o' figure and dlelinition, and there seecns sonie reason to think that Zechariahi
had this peculiar oriental habit of inid ; and it is God's way, when Hle is
sp)eakcing to Hie people, to adapt Bis communications to thieir nature, and to
acidress thenm in such a way that they can understanci Bini, an~d tlîat circuni-
stance perliaps explains the nuniber and pcculiarity of the visionis through
whicli the word of God i vas revealeci to this prophet, anci througli Min to liis
otiier servante iwhomn lie wislhed to bicourage iii the difficuit %work that they
hiac in hanci.

You notice the character of the v. sion as it is describeci in the early part
of the chaptf r. Tho golden candlestick of the temple and the sevcn lamps
wcre indications of the sources whience the spiritual lighit wae to corne, and
it is not difficult to sc thie appropriatenees of this symnbolio inmagery or tle
teaching of the great leason that it was intendeci to inîpress upon the minci
particularly of Zerabbabel. That lesson was to the effeet i hat his reliance
wvas xiot to ho upon mnere hurnan agency, not to be uipon political influence,
not to be upon the power of i'mbere, not to be in the strengthi of an army

-"Not by mighit, noer by power, but by my Spiri t, eaitlî the Lord."
Ministers who are liere will agcree *~iîl nie that this is a leeson for ail

timie, a lesson that we xîeed to learai andi keep ini our thoughlte iviien we are
trying to do spiritual work in the Lord's naine, andi to the glory of Jesus oui-
King. You wi! notice whiat a bolci metaphior is brougitt into the ncxt. verse,
for the impression of the idea that ivas to be iînpressecl upon Zerubbabel'
minci. " Who art thon, O great nîountain ? " You can iminie yourself
travelling a plain on foot or on the back of a -'amel. alone or with a comnpauy.
anci ahl at once there rises up unoxpectcd?. before you a steep precipice, .1

Ihill, a niountain, andi yon don't; sec howv yon are to acivance. 'That ie the
way in which the difficul'ies arc pre;entcd eymbolically, andi then, as if t.-
show v.itl ivhat conmparative readinees encli difficulties can be rolleci out of

ithe way, the question is put, Il Who art thon, %vhnat art thou, O thou great
inountain î Before Zerubbabel thon eliail becume a planh Yncuc
imagine hoir you wooId kel if, under the cireumestances indicnted, you sud-
denly saw the nîountain eubside, and a plain path for your feet before you.

*We14, that is the idea, that is intendeci to ho convcyed to the Lord'e servant
jlicre, andi it is the idea that ive neec i nany tiniee in our lives to have brough-« lt
to our tlioughts. Wnatever the barriers nîay be that stand in our way whien
%ve are wal king iwli-re Goci will have uis advance, Hie can sweep tiieni out of our-
path, tlîe great, mountain can beconie a plain; m oi a obsy h
prophet, with tliis worker of the Lord ici the great undertakingy that lie hiad
iii hanci, until it shoulci be completed and the tnp-stona bronglit forth anîid
tue joyful acclamations of a grateful people, IlGrace, grace Unto it 1 ' Noî'%

*inost of you know very well that this prophiecy itself, andi its substantial f uI-
iment, are regardeci by Christian people as being a foreehiadowingy of tlw

building up of a still greater temple, the spirituaal edifice made up of
living tones, the church of the Lord Goci redeeniec by the blooci of Jesus
and sanctifieci by Hie qnickcning and comiforting Spirit, and the passage
naturally suggeets tlîat there ivili ho difficulties in the way of the building of
tlîat spiritual temple. Jesus is Prophet andi Priest and King. :le h'as ail
the rcsponsibility-if 'vo iuay venture to apply that word in the circuni-
stances-but thero will ho difliculties in the way Nvitlî those îvho are îvorkiniz
wviti Humi andi under Him, and they necd encouragement in the face of tliese
difficulties. Thieir confidence is not to be in human resources. It is not to
bc iii the inaterial aid tliat they can obtain from this or that createci hanci
Their confidence is to ho in the Word of Humi who bas commissioned thcmn.
in the graco of Hum. iho lias redeemec them, andi in the powver that is behinci
thon» wiliich power can take ail barriers out of their wvay andi carry theui


