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THE GREATE:.ST 0F GREAT CATHOLIC
LAYMEN.

l.-IS unique cohecsion of liearts and rninds, O'Connell
£accompIlishedi. by nieans as unique. Early in 18S24,hle
proposed iii the Cal lxiolic Association duit ail contribu-

- tor.s, of the trille of one penny a month should be
admitted as miembers of tlie Assocition. The~ motion wvas carried
and the " Penny Reîît " bec.-.-,e a thing of H-istory. But at first,
the secheme met with a perfect deluge of scorti and ridicule from
O'Connell-1's cnemies and with thc peculiarly darnningy farce of
extremel> faint plaise fromi his friends. O'Connell, however, pro-
cecdled calmily m itl ie de,. copnient of his plani. 1-le appointed the
priests organizers and - Rcnt*"-cullectors ini their respective
districts ; w~hile 'te arranged that &;cch loca-l orga nization, should
be in direct communication with the central executive at Dublin.
The :Xg4tatoî's patience and cnergy were in due timie re-warded.
Slowlv things mov'ed at firs-t. Tien cmuddenly the laind w'oke up)
to a new life of all-conquering vigor. As thoughl by commnon
impulse, t1ixe wvhole nation rushied to the collectors to pay

«O'ConinelVs Penice." Evcrv' man, wvoran and child became
fired wvith w'ild enthiuzsism »yý% the proud consciousness of giving
personal assistance in furtlerin<t,- ,lie -'rand old cause. Nowv tle
srnilie of faint praise wvas replaced bv thec firin, dctermined expres-
sion of fervent and zealous cooperaition. Sners glave. place to
fears, for agi-n1 grua~hlan lookcd aghast ais she viewed tlue
operations of t.hc nmost thruhvnational miovemient ever inau-
g'urated by man. 0f course, as N e hazve Yseen, È-~ C thiolic Asso-
ciation w;VaS suppre.sscd, but (CielsPence " only swvelled
to crreater proportions ind Ilue NwCatholic Association
rose exulting, iniirssil te~h Nor did tlue miovemient
end here. The Irishl exile ini Canada andI the United States,
tue lrishi convict - convic;cd oif fîdelix.v to God and native


