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444 OPJZiV LETTER.

MR1u. sbtTor-t $ay notîîlng about unlstion-fiotls
In ihis letter-ihe Assembly bave atlroady tlion iheir
Interits ln hand (soc Appzndix te Mtinutes, 1818. p.
2») 1 aay? nothlng about large andl weaity congre.
gistlons whlîch inA> bc vxctnt-the present unthoals
otte scuatng pAltori nmust lin their casa conîttiu, 1 lire.

R rofer nt laresont, ta tv*tk congregat ions and te sitp.
/t1mentid charges new vacant and secklInjgsottlement,
,AIl adumit titat vre laie mucit by long vactinclos and by
tRie number ot those vacanclos anong our lest lnvlting
charges. Tie convietion Is widaspread aînong our
people tlitIlie cvi i ngbt be grently Remsea. Many
outide cuir owuî coimmuanion do lte l'reibyterlani
Ctuarch tae comimîaent tu may tIat thore là staleimian.
shilp enough aunong ous aitelacs andl olders le devise
a botter sctorne of sccurlng the setticunent of waak
vlteancles %itan what aicw obtaîns.

Othton unay ihave a dîffcrent plan, perbatpa à botter
'rTte writer wouid respé-ctfuîiy submlt the foilowing for
consideration.-

Il regards supplinented congrcgations as occupylng
a mildway position between mission fails witiclt do
net aik for pastoral actiament anti seif-snsîaining
charges whIch ask for no otîs1de holp.

Occcapying scc a position, itlis only fait tai sup.
plcmentedl charges sitoulal have moto voce in the
selection et titose who minister to ftiae ttan
mission fils, but il la flot reasonable ltai lîay sîtouîd
have precisel>' thte saine privlieges as congregations
wtichi pay thair ministers' salaries tîtemscive,.

Tte preset proposai la tat two mcnths, in sote
cases lbrce, perhaps, be aiiowed tiaom 10 choose a
pastor. if by that limeîiey aboulalnot succecal,titat
îiey entriast tte Presbytcry ta appoint à nainisîerjust
as now misfienaries are appointeal te distant fields,
and atudents are to mission posta wltbent a cal! front
these people, and cn tte whole botter satisfaction as
given than if thecaenta choice wert in the hands of
the hecarers.

Ninct>tenths cf out weak congregalions would agree
te sucb a sciieme, 1 arn persuadecl, for tbey arc wcary
cf their present condition. Mtany ofotur Prebatieners
îvould hail il, as ttc>' are heartiiy sick of their fruit-
less journeys over ite country au se mîîct outlay anti
personai discemfort.

ln man>' cases the way mighbc ea eto induct ttc
preacher as permanent paster; in man>' cîhers it
would bc fourni more advisable te appoint lMi for a
given time--sa>' one year, two years, or titret. In an>'
case, his name sbeuid be put upon tut l>resbytery's
Roll andl ail the privileges cf a paster given te hlm;
hie la doing the Cturct's work, anal work requiring
more seif-denial than man>' who draw titrice lais pay,
andl why shoulal not ail the privileges of thte pastoral
office bc accorded?

Net unfirequent>' the anissionar>' wouîd remain
tbere permanent>', andl be duly calicd b>' thte people,
as between hlm, and them an attachment would spring
np wtich wouid express itseif in this farmi.

Where it was oterwise, tie would withdraw at lthe
close cf bis appointmienl, and hie mighî amanedialely
enter upon anoter fit-Id, and the congregatlion arn-
mediately receive mnotter laborer.

Sometimes il miglat be advisable tuat the preacter
visit the field befote be acccp: the appoanîment. In
any case the Presbytes>' wouid necal te make wiîh the
people as careful arrangements for pay as an ordanary
settiemnexts, but these are oni>' malters cf dotait.

WVere such a method becoming general, ht would
doubtiess affect the svotling ef thte prescrnt "Proba.
hioner's Scheme," but Ibis instrument coulal bc moda.
fied te suit the altered circumstances.

To a very considerable extent it could be put mbt
operation intmediately, andl within three montits front
to.day the large majerity cf preachers anal ministers
now out cf a charge coulal bc setîleal, and a corres-
ponding number cf vacancies be filital.

VMr fèe words are necded to show the ritcessity cf
a ctange in the direction bere proposeal.

Look aI the condition cf manyWo ont amaller vacan-
ciea - Maherents dropping off mcnîh by montb-memn.
bers too and their familles -Sabbath a3lîooIs neglect-
cd altogetberior only.wearily maintaineal- spiritualiife
down to a pitiable state, while a critical spirit rules,

fwhlch musi provo (Alti to Ail truc worthp, WhIlc ibis
*Gad "' or candidates continue& ta tomne for trial.

Look il the effect on the Church% finances. It là
AIiOSt Inmpossible 10 gcf theue w.aàk vacancles to con
trlbute rogubArly to the vairlous scheme4 otour Church.
rhoy lack te ncce4uqr organisaion, they lAck Inter-
est ln dicteo schcmoà, they tire dispirited about home,
how con tbey bceontiuaasîl about tingsa"Mfplm
hoiMe. Mhon ni longili, a pastor là socured, tihe sup.
plernent roquired Is larger thit Il oughî le bo, (or the
cause ai su 80 1w througli the long vacnncy.

Thon, (lie intorist of our nîlnlsters aiow eut of a
charge should bc0 coilsldaed. bien miglit bc narned
who have gone over the whole Province wlîhout te.
colving a cati whose roal wortit was flot discovcred by
thait one or two pulpit services. Sema esllght dofect in
tonc4or ptonunclatio 1or countanntnce--a sermon a few
sminutas 100 long, or not of the cait dtt peoples lita
cravoci for Just tiîan-yes, forsootla, grey lochs aind a
brmw soniewlbat vrrinlcled, oft suffico 10 secure the ver.
dict, Ilicl won't doaY

Only let 501110 of those mon bc thoroughly known, let
thomn bc seau ln primet, nit the praycr meeting, ln thec
slck cliamber, by the coffn, il% the session, nt the
communion tabla'- lot thc whoe maai be scen and hîs
reni wortlî wiil coma to ligie.

It la a grôat loas ta the Churchi ta have sncb men s0
long ont of a place, it is a gre.t wrong to themaives

The renie<iy lics, 1 bunîbly subianit, in the direction
notcd abovc. May lu takc the vcry best forni soon,
ond iinay the rcsuits excoed our cxpectaiions.

Lintùty, Da., zâe~8. J. 1HAS-r.
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So sang the anpgls, mid lthe stars on high-
44Giory tu (,od, on caith food wliitu mcn."

Rc.echo far lthe anthrni or t ic siy*
Vo rollingages chant the glad trrfain.

C4#r:-Glory le God on lîlghi
NVho gave lits son tu die

F or man deiled
NVe hall the hailowed main
The Lord of lité was bcrn,

God'à Roly Child.

Let war ils ciamour itli, and siteatt lthe sword,
And secptred î>otcntaais their hornage Rend-,

in lteîlilcm's lowly shed beholci the Lord i
Acloring bow the knce, your praites blend.

That natal mrn rcdectts aIl other dans
The bicssed advont cf the Cliian year;,

Il smiles on ai muînificent with g race,
A llht fromn heaven rc.clting fat and near.

vc sons or Mwcalth, your goocls treasures bring,
To pining haunta of peverty repair;

La ont your tribute tu the inew-bomn King;
»hpeor cf caulh are Ilis peculiar cate.

Va, stoop to cheer te wretcbcd andi the vile,
Grudge not a haand tu succour and te save;

Ile stoopcd for you. poor slaves of sin andl guile,
And bowed is hcad ta sorrow andl the grave.

Gke7grry. C.______ C.,A. F.

TIIEIR EVCEL LENCIES A T THE FL A VIE
STATIONA ON THlE 14NTERCOLONIAL
RAIL 1 V4 Y.

The Vice.regaI train stoppcd for a few minutes at
tbis station on Thursday, Nov. 28th, white the engines
were being changed and the wtteels of the cars oleda.
A rcw llags were hoisted in honor cf the occasion.
One of these was white and orn:«, hoisted, too, by

*a good Catbolici Yetnobody scemedtohoisî ascowl
on his face atthe sigito f it. The enterprising gentle-
man referred tu had on the front cf bis store a motlo,
of wbich the following is as near a fac simike as can
bc given by types:'Iîu~ XCL

LENCE mnr 2MARQUIS 0F LORNE AND iirR
ilirGIINESS MuE PRINCESS LOUISE."

This was the only motto. V'eryprobabiy ilwas the
fruit cf much study. The author is a French Cana-
dian. At lirst hie had 1.b is"I for Ilbler," but acting on
the advice cf an intelligent bralcesrnan, hie altered it.
A fair nnmber -leis, bowever, than 1,ooo-awaited.
the arrivaI i the train, ainong whomt were Lieutenant-
Governor Letellier and his cabinet, and Col. Strange.
At length it appeareal. Fog signalp were laid on the
track near thc station, and thus wben tbe train wrent
over themy il saiuted itself. Neither the Marquis nor
bler Royal Highncss appeared outside. Very lèe saw
citliii of themn through the vvinddws'cf their car. 1

hâd a very good <itw of the lMarquîs. lie ivas tuoit.
ing througbl one of tho wîndows ti the aittriion of alto
loyal molto, but whother hae t v ai gr noi à annot colt.
liad the Princesi soen ît, the wouid, perhitape have
sed tsart of mlrth, ï( net or mournang. over the mur.

dot cf bier nnunma's Engltih. i saw bier rigli arm,
wîlch vrai botter titan natuîgat . eras the tigt. atm
cfaà piînceis. At longuth, iwo fresh %teeit, abundant.
ly daclced wlîh avergrttns, 1 caeîte. Andti lags, woe
faitenadi t0 tbe trainî. Oîlt preptitaciois having bton
counplcted, the distinguïsiiod party deparîtal. Cheors
wec gîven wviten they arriva<l, but as a body the gavers
were uitw nt the business. Iut %vwhcn they tort. acarte
al fitreweil Ilote %vas iioArd. WVa ut bocauso the spec.
tAttors tbotigbt that they blii alroady donc enougla, or
was It becatuse grief at thiri lois ebocec ttems utter.
Ance ?

R lad 1 known seuol enougli thnai thoîr Exceilencies
would dlscnîburk nt Rimnousi, 1 would hâve gene
ltither bfore. No doubt lashop Laigeriai andl bus
clergy were out there in fui! force. Not a pries ivas
at the Ste. Plavic Station, so that the 1'resbyteriunn
Blshop cf M cîls was, as a reitresenîntive cf the clergy,
siail alone ln bis glory " in the crowd thoe.

1 bave nlot hecard ofany pockets having bcon picked
atl Ste. Finvlc Station ln the crowd. The place la t00
paour tu drawv any cf lthe tarry.fingcrcd broîlîerlîood tu
lt. Poverty lins sometimes3 uts advinlags.

Tht liait English in the motte aboya qucical can
very naîurally be accotintcd for. " Theirs "* - a n Frenchi
Il tlcir" lai plural (leurt), " Excellence "-tiC autiior
ne douta supposcd that the lait <' e" as soundeal in
Englisi. In pronuniciation, the plural "Exccellences"
lo, in French, the sanie as tbe singular Il'Excellence.»

HIi, lligliness tbc Princess Louisa "- In Frcncha,
ta "a is, and ttsa"hcirYthat is, "bclanglng

la her.» "tetu liîigliness) is fémîinine, but as
disatAlirtu'.' would make a disagreeabî escuind, thant
word lakes before lIl "opt.'j T. F.

.. tlis, Qu~e. ____________

RUISS'ELL I/AiL, M4OjNi7REAL

v1 R. EDIro,-It iniy bc interesîang te your nmler-
cus readers tu know sorncthing cf the progrcss cf lthe
congregalion that aucts in Russell Ilall. Last Sab.
bath tte Communion îvas dispensed luec te, fafty-six
of the members. The attendance as aiways geooi on
Sabbat evenings, but an tbis special occasion dt
church îvas fuiR, anany proscrnt bcing Roman Cahmolics,
wbose behavior îvas perfectiy respectful, andl îvo lis.
tenedi with great attention boîla la the scrncn andl to
the Conmmtunion adclresscs. Thie lext for lthe occasion
va-,s in Hosta xiv. Il Epliraim, shali s.y, \Vbai more
have 1 10 do witb idols ?1"

A nuanbcr of ncw menîbers sat dowat îita us nt the
Lord's table for the first liane, andi appeared deeply
ittîpresseal witb te salcminity of te occasion.

Our prayer-mecetings seldoni nuanbcr ]est titan fity
people, and these îviil coatpatre fiivorably for thear re-
spectable appearatîce wiîth adhercnîs of our English.
speaking congregations. Tht Sabbath scitool.averatges
forty cbiidrcn, actual altendance. A Dorcas Society,
formeal cf mnaibers of the churcli exciusivciy, bas
undertaken ta supply the wants cf tîte poorer faînilits
cf the congrega tion, and by a concert have made
about fifty dollars. There arc no weaithy fanmalles an
connection watt% us, yet poor as they are, tbicy have
contributeal two hcandred and sixty-fivc dollars durang
the past year. Since tbc ist cf januar>', 1 have bnp.
tized tweutty-thre chiidren, officiatca at scventeen
funerals, and marricil fafieen couples.

I trust, dont sir, th*at the fricnds cf the work may
feel encouragcd by thlesc linef statistics tu çonte to
the rescue of the Board, whuch as at the present turne
utot oniy unabie toecxtend ils operatuons, but aise te
1-nett ils hia«Iilitits. Missionantes have always plenty
of trials for their faiti, Ret il net bc said that tu theru
is added tht Il cares of this life" » hrough the nieglect
cf cur congregations. Cihâs. A. DOm; ISI,
Afinirf<r of S. 7ohi's Frriuh Prrsbytericim chuùn/,.

Monalea D.'..3, 1878

WINTER is setting ini on thc continent of Lurope
waîh unusual severity. Fails cf.5noî'. arc .înnuunced
in aIl tht mountain regions of Europe. Tht Appt.
nines arc thickly covereal andl tht Sivass passes are
biocked up. Several weeks ago, Vîcnna %vas cut off
fram, communication wiîh the test <,f the world for
forty-eight heur, by a teavy fal cf snaw, which was
several feet decp in tht streets.


