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WHY shouhd not the bill now before the Legisla-
turc, limitiag the hours dff labour in manufacturing
cuncerfis and other places of business, be extended
to railways, SO as to include the youtbful tele-

grapb operators who are somnetinles compelhed to

work unreasonably long hours. At heast two of the

railway collisions that have occurred witbin tbe last

few ycars were caused by the overwork of youthfui
operators. The lads had been kept at their instru-

ments until sheep cornpletehy overpowered them, and

they couid work nu longer. To compel a youth to
work until he can keep awake no longer, and then

send him to prison for allowing two trains to rua
into each other is treatment su brutally cruel that
it cannot be properly characterizcd. Thcrc are no

adjectives in the English hanguage tbat can do it

justice. If an individual did aaything haîf as bad he
would be sent to the penitcntiary, and very propcrîy.

Mr. Fraser is .not lacking in courage, and wvc sec no

'reason why he shouhd flot insert a cla use coverin g

such cases as we have mcntioncd. No doubt vigor-
us opposition will be made by thc railways, but un-

less we are greatly mistaken' the Miaister off Public

Wurks is flot a man who flanches on account of op.
position when he knows he is ia thc path off duty.

At any rate he willhbave the country at bis bacir, and
need flot fear aay railway.

most useful bis that bas been iatroduced for some
time and deserves much more attention than was
given to it last seision. Those wbu bave read the
barrowing accounts often given of gnests leaping from
four stury windows, or of guests falliag back intu the
flatncs who were afraid to take the awful eap, necd
not be tohd that that this bihl is much needed. Many
off our readers, wc dare say, bave had rather uncum-
fortable sensations when taking their room la some
large hotels. Yuu go up une stair, then ahong a hall,
then tura, then go up another stair, thea turn again,
then perbaps go up another stair and along another
hall. The thought that presses most beavily on oae's
mmnd on this journey is : " How on eartb couhd 1 get
out of here if the place took fire? " Dr. Mackay would
render the travelling public good service if be could
introduce a clause or two into bis bill tbat would pre-
vent the nuniter of deatbs la hotels by inbaling gas.
It is said that la many such cases the gas is not bhown
out. Many peuple prefer to bave a light la their room
and leave the gas burning. The botel peuple shut it
off at the main meter after the guests go asleep, and
let it on again before they awake. This, of course,
mneans the poisoning of every guest that wcnt asieep
with bis light buraing.

COMM ENTING un the overture now beffore the Pres-
byteries of the Free Church off Scotiand on " Mani-
fist Ministerial Iaefficiency.» the Interior says :

.We might be in favour'of such action if an edge were put
othe other side off that blade, and churches couid be just

as~ summiarily dismissed for maaifest inefficiency. The church
kilîs the niinister about as oftea as the aiinister kihîs the
church. i
Ves, that is 'truc ; the church kilis the minister just
about as often as the minister kills the cburch ; and
the congregation maires the minister about as often
as the miaister makes the congregation., Dr. Ormis-
ton bas often said that the Central Cburch, Hamil-
ton, did as much for him as he did for the Central,
and, if wc rightly remember, whea he went to Hamil-
ton, the membership off the Central was under fifty.
Would Dr. John Hall be the man he is if for the hast
thirty years he had been pastur off a little knut off
cranky people, witb a sahary of six or seven hundred a
ye ar? And this fact, that congregations can kil
ministers, is painfully iliustrated by the utter faihure
off many young mcn to accomplish what fricnds and
professors expectcd of thcm. The student passes
through bis course la the uaiversity and theological
hall with marked success. His trial pieces for
licease and ordination are exceptioahy good. The
Presbytery are as well pleased with hlm as the pro-
fessors were. The yuung man settles down, and la
seven years the ife sems to have gone completely
out off him. The explanation is easy. He had une
of those cungregations that can kili a minister as
readily as some miaisters can kilI a cuagregation.

THiERE bhas been a goud deal writtea within the
hast few days on the manner la which the Local
Legisiature coaducts its devotions. It seems tbat
whea the Speaker offers the upeaiag prayer the press

mca and visiturs are rigidiy excludecl. A goodly
number off peuple would lire to know the reasua

jwby, and we are free tu confess we beiong tu the
number. It is highly probable that the average off
piety la the press gailery 15 just as bigh as the aver-

age on the fluor off the bouse. Ia the opcaiag exer-
ciscs of the General Asscmbhy the reporters arc ai-
ways prescat. The reporters off Western journals

Igencrally stop work during the exercises and juin la
the devotions, but some uf the Montreal men usu-
ally go on wlth their work. A French Roman Catho-
lic pencil driver can hardly be cxpected to juin in
the devotions of a Presbyteriaa Churcb court. No-

jbody would on tbat account thini off puttiag hlm ont.

And why should the generai public be excludcd from
prayer a h openiag o the bouse? One day last

THE Free Church overture on Ministerial Ineffi-'
ciency bas raised for 'discussion some very important
questions. The question that meets one at the thres-
hold is, What is rainisterial efficiency? A score
of fairly good men might give twenty different replies
to this question. Some men consider every minister
efficient that brings ia the money. In fact, this is -l

the only test that many people apply. Ministers are
sometimes called simply because they are good at
raising money, and if the church debt is paid off, and
the balances corne right at the end of the year the
minister is considered higlfly efficient. Some con-
sider any minister efficient who can keep the cburcb
full, apart altcgether from the means used to draW
the crowd. A nurnber of people in some congrega-
tions would consider a minister efficient if he
put on a spurt for one month eacb year and did
next to nothing during the remainiag eleven. TO:
rnany measure a minister's efficiency by the
nuimber of times be cails on them. Too mai11
neyer distinguish between mere buzzing and reai
work. It is quite easy to say that ministers should'
be disniissed for inefficieacy, but whea you corne t
ask, Wbat is inefficiency ? the question is not.so easy.
So much depends on the field in which a man works
So much depends on the kind and amouat of helP
hie has. So much depends on a score of things, 50
subtie that even an able, candid'Presbytery cannot.
weigh them, that it is not always easy to say whO
really is an efficient minister. The verdict of the
final tribunal will very likely differ quite frequentllî,
from that of the Presbytery.

WOMAN'S CHRLS TJAN TEMPERANCE
UNION.

THE ninth annual report of this energetic associatioO
bas just been issued, and its contents will no doubt b4,
carefully scanned by many; at ail events the import
ance of the work to which they relate entitles themn tO
careful and respectful attention. There are so mai11
distinct and separate organizations, ail professing tO
have the samne end in view, the suppression Of tliCý
drink evil and the promotion of temperance, tbat sug-,
gestions have been made for their unification. WbÇg'i
niW good and sufficient reason can be urged for the ex.
istence of so many different societies it is plaii
that there must, to a certain extent, be a wastC.
of energy and resources that could otherwis4
be utilized and conceatrated by the union as W~
as possible of ail sucfr organizations. The -questiOl3

of their amalgamation bas been already suggestedy'1
and isnow receiving a measure of attention. i
clear, however, that the Woman's Christian Tempet,.
ance Union bas good and substantial reasons for 1i~
existence, and by the admirable and efficient work
is accomplishing it. fuhly justifies its dlaims. It 1

well that women, wbose class bas suffered so ma1lt
and so terrible things fromn the ravages of intempem
ance, should make their influence fetia the advancr-
ment of this great work of social reformation. Theý
home, in which their best work is donc and wbClM
their beneficent influence is most potent, bastQ
oftea been desolated and its cheerful light extl#,j
guished by the curse that strong drink has caus&
ht 15 well, also, that they should adopt the distinctiO4

term Christian, because the rescue of the perisbid-*
and the succour of the tempted is in itself a work die
tinctiveiy Christian. Again the cause of Tcmnperaim
'bas suffered not a little by tbe advocacy of those
have avowed themselves distincthy anti-Christian, ~
others in their red-hot zeal have given currency toÇFý
treme statements that Christian wisdom could neSý
justify.

The work marked out by the Woman's Temperall à
Union extends over a wide field, but the une purpO7
runs througb it ail, the extinction of the liquor traffi
If some think such an aim Quixotic, thcy don't. Tb -
is no disposition to compromise with what is 1~'
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