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’I‘llF Irish l’rcsbylcrmn General Assembly’s Gov-
ernment Commiitiee has taken into consideration the
right mode of celebrating the Jubilee, and has ap-
pointed a sub-committee to codify the various sugges-
tions which have been made, and report a month
hence.  The Irish Presbyterian Church is eapected to
do something worthy of herself and of the occasion.

THF average cost of elections in the United King-
dom is ¢s. per vole. The cheapest constituency is
Northampton, where the members pay only 6. per
vote. ‘This is a fact which ought to make many pro-
fessing Christians in other parts of the country blush,
is the remark the Chsistian leader makes It takes
more than that to make Canadian constituenues blush.

THE University of Bologna will celebrate its cight-
hundredth anniversary in the spring of 1888, The exact
date of its founidation is not known. Authorities on
the subject agree that an important school was estab
lished at Bologna in the cleventh century.  Afterward
the university took a great place as the cluef centre
for the study of jurisprudence, and there also anatomy
was the first time scicmiﬁrally studicd.

17 has been stated several times that the senes of
lectures by Joseph Cook, in Boston, just closed, was
a failure, so far as attendance and interest were con-
cerned. The Hat./imun, published in Boston, says
this is not true, and that the sertes has had as large
a measure of public favour as its predecessors, yjudging
by the size and responsive enthusiasm of the audi-
ences. Mr. Cook is as powerful and popular an
exponent of truth as ever.

T Evaneelical Alliance of New York has started
a vigorous campaign aganst a bill introduced into the
New York Legislature, which provides that the courts
shall put all chuldren from seven to twelve years of
age, found homeless, in the care of the Roman Catho-
lic Protectory, no matter who the children are or
whence they come, and that the Protectory shall have
a part of the public school fund.  Such an arrange-
ment as this would be an outrage, which would be
defended by very few Catholies,

THERE was a time when Good Friday and Easter
were recognized as Church days only by the Roman
Catholics, the Greeks, the Lutherans and the Episco-
palians. But now Iaster, at least,1s celebrated
many of the Protestant Churches by special service
of song and unusual ofierings of flowers. In the
United States scveral Presbyterian and Congrega-
tional Churches joincd last year for the first time in
a communton service on the eve of Good Friday. A
united service was held last week in Dr. Storr’s
Church of the Pilgnims, Brooklyn.

IN the State of Michigan, last week, a very stnn-
gent prohibitory law was submitted for decision at the
ballot box. It failed to carry. Thatis not surpris-
mg ; the wonder is that so very large a number voted
in favour of prohibition It is evident that through-
out the State, outside of the cities and towns, there is
a decided majority in favour of the sappression of the
liquor tratfic.  In Detroit, and several of the towns, a
heavy vote was cast against prohibition. In view of
these facts, will the general belief that the cities are
the centres of intelligence have to be revised 2

WiLL the following remark by the Chrdslian Lea-
der ruffle in the slightest degree the imperturbable
coniplacency of the superfine organ which John
Bright called the Safurday Reviler, and of which
Spurgeon said any man might be contented if he had
the Jove of Gaod and the hatred of the Sufurday Re
#eww? British jouraalism has occasion to hang its
head with shame in the prescnce of an article on
Beecher’s death which appears in the Safurday Re-
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ez, an oulpourmg of ﬁcndlsh malignity which
proves how under the venecring of London civiliza-
tion a spirit may exist that would disgrace the very
lowest forms of savage life.

NEWSEAPLR enterprise has been devising imgemous
methods of ascertaining popular seatiment.  Onc of
the latest instances 1s offered by the Palt dlall Gazette,
which has invited its readers to imagine themselves
Dante, and to put into Paradise, Purgatory and Infer-
no English men and women of this century, Chinese
Gordon had the largest number of votes for Paradise.
Next to him, but veceiving only half as many votes,
came Glads'one. Four women's names appear amons
the first thins . . - Florence Nightingale, Queen Vic-
toria, Siste .rora and Mrs. Josephine E. Butler.
Mrs. Butler, Cardinal Newman and Lord Beacons-
field received the same number of votes. T'he re-
turns of the Inferno are not mentioned.

Dr Howarp Crosny, of New York, has an arti-
cle in the March number of the Homeletic Review,
written in his usually racy and forcible style, i which
he proposes and answers the following question .
“What can the Ministry 4o to Purnily our Politics 2
His answers are these. 1. The nunistry, as such,
have nothing to do with politics. 2. The nunistry
can instruct their people in their duty to promote
rightcousness as inditiduals. 3. The mmistey can
place clearly before their people” any gross injustice
or glaring wickedness in law or its admimstration,
which calls for Christian action. Near the close of
the article, he says. 1 end, as 1 began, with an ear-
nest protest against political preaching and poltical
preachers.

I'r 's not only doctors that differ. Even cardinals
are not altogether of one mind. Cardinal Taschercau
is strongly of opinion that the Pope should con-
demn the Knights of Labour ; while Cardinals Gibbons
and Manning deem it unwise for the Church to
antagonize the labour party. Each expresses him-
self confident that the Holy See will take his view of
the case, and decide in accordance with his recom-
mendation. Since his return, if interviewers are to be
relied on, the Canadian cardinal expresses his confi-
dence that the Pope will give his decision in favour
of the position taken by him previous to undertaking
his journey to Rome. This is human nature. Few
care to acknowledge making a istake, least of all a
member of the College of Cardinals.

THE great lrish question has reached an acute
phase. The introduction of the Irish Crimes Amend-
ment Bill into the British House of Commons gives
rise to a parliamentary discussion of more bitterness
than has been witnessed for many years. The Con-
servatives and Liberal-Uniomsts maintain that Gov-
ernment is possible in Ireland only by measures of
severe repression ; while Mr. Gladstone's followers and
the Parnellites claim that peace and prosperity can
only come to the unhappy island by a liberal measure
of Home Rule. The Salisbury Mmustry has staked
its enistence on the fate of the Coercion scheme, and
it 1s possible that with the aid of thewr Liberal-Union
coadjutors they may succeed in passing the Bill;
but it is doubtful if such drastic legislation will ren-
der Ircland a happy and conmented country.

APFTER all these years the Papacy 1s not reconaled
to the loss of the temporal power. In every conceiv-
able shape the bankering for ws restoration appears.
In a recent short pastoral Archbishop Fabre, of Mont-
real, 3ay5 . The 29th of neat December will be for the
cntire Catholic universe a day of great rejoicing.
That day the vicar of Jesus Chnist, the emmnent and
most illustrious Leo X111, will have reached the fifiieth
anniversary of his reception into the priesthood. We
will implore heaven to give the freedom he is entitled
10 to the head of the Church ; to give hun full power
and predominance over the Christian world ; tem-
poral power that has been wrenched from him by
usurpation ; and peace and a long reign.  Those who

e e~ = = o

PRESBYTERIAN.

o et e e

- - e —
- -

No. 16

recognize the Supreme Headship of Chnist over thc
Church cannat say Amen to such a prayer as that,

ARRANGEMENTS have been completed for holding
a Y. M. C. A, Conference at Port Hope. The date
fixed1s Aprit tv and 2. As Port [ope 15 the most
central point, 1t 15 hoped there will be a large attend-
ance  The following places, and others between,
liave been nvited to send representatives ©  Lindsay,
Omemee, Peterborough, Lakefield, Canmipbeliford,
Stirling, Cobourg, Brighton, ‘Trenton, Millbrook,
Bowmanwille, Oshana and \Wintby, 1 here are asso-
ciations in only four of these places, but any pastors
or Christian young men in the other towns and villa-
ges will be heartly welcomed at the conference.
Among the experienced association twen, Mr. T. J.
WVilkie, now of Toronto, Mr. W. I, Crombie, evangel-
sty forterly provinaial traveling secretary, and Mr
Wm. McCulloch, general secretary, Toronto, are
expected to be present.

IN the prelude. on * Lord's Day Lawlessness,” to
one of his recent Loston Monday Leuures, Joseph
Cook said. The wunly sutticient support for Sunday s
a Chastian pupulation.  Sunday will be observed as
1t should be only by those to whom 1t 15 a dehgl.
As aday of rest, of warship, of religious mstructs 4,
of benevolent activity, it ought to be a denght to
every man of good consuieace and judgment. It 1s
vain to preserve Sunday as a day of rest unless it s
presened as a day of worshup.  We are so made, and
the world is so made, that pertodic rest 1s required
for bodily health, and equally periodic worsthup for
the sanity of the soul and of svciety. The abolition
of the Sunday would abolish nine-tenths of the reli-
gious activity of Christian lands. [ was lately in To-
ronto, and found a more quiet Sunday there than 1 did
in Edinburgh, and the perfect Sunday observance is
sccured by athorough execution of the Sunday laws.
Great Britain and Amernica ought 1o import, not from
Paris, but from Toronto, a Free Sunday ; that is, a
Sunday in which one-half of mankind shall be free
from servile work for the amusement of the -ither
halfl

Tuk following graceful tnhute 10 the memory of
Dr. Ray Palmer is firs *he New York ndependent :
Our old friend and beined cortespondent, Ray Pal.
mer, DD was buried last Friday, in Albany, after
commemorative services on Thursday, in the Belle-
ville Avenue Congregational Church, of Newark,
N. }, conducted by the pastor, the Rev. Hugh O,
Pentecost, Dr. William M. Tayler, Dr. Hepworth,
who was an asseciate pastor with Dr. Palmer of that
Church, and Dr. Behrends, and assisted by-the pre-
sence of very manv ministers and friends from the
ncighbourhood and frum New Ywk.  On Frday
similar services were held in the First Congregational
Church in Albany, whase pastorate he left twenty-
twe years age.  There Bisho i Doage opened the ser-
vices with praver, and Dr. Smart Conaregational)
and Dr. Ecob [Presbytenan, followed.  The universal
honour in which Dr. Palm@r s memory was held was
eapressed by this remarkable umon of Christians of
various names. During the last three or four days of
his life, Dr. Palmer lay most of the tme apparently
unconscious. \When told by his son at the begmning
of this time that the end was near, he auswered
“Thank God” in a louder tone of voice than he had
employed for some time.  Occasionally, he would be
heard to repeat to himself a hymn of faith and praise,
now one of Wesley’s and now one of bis own. The
last words he was heard to utter were spoken not

.many hours before his death.  His lips were seen to
move, and listening ears caught a few syllables, in-
articulately spoken, of thelast verse of us hymn cn-
titled, “ Jesus these eyes have never seen ;

When death these morntal cyes shall tc-\l
And still this throbbing heart,
The rending veil <hall Thee reveal — .
All elarious as Thou art.
The words * The rending veil shall Thee reveal,” were
distinctly made out.  So he passed away with his
own wards of fojth, written 1 life, raufied in death,




