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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY APRIl. 4, 1883.

Ur is a definiîely undcrstood rule that anonymous
communications tu a journal, whatever may bc their1
interent, are front tht fact of their anonymicy absolute-
iy valueless. Last week a Scarboro' correspondet
ornitted ta gave bis addrcss. It would bc a kiadaiss
ta us and a benefit tu himseif i hob wacald now supply
taht omission.

i' uwi~ an annouincenene in tour advertising colurrns
si wil be scen that tht scveatb annual, meeting of tht
WVornan's Foreign Mlissionaty Soccity wîlib be hld la
tht scbool room of New St. Andrcw's Church, Tor-
onto, next week. These meetings wili, il is confi-
dently expected, bo of a mail inceresting character.
Tl-e public meeting n Tueda>, evening, oh lnst.,auglit t0 bc an oveiflowing one. This Socity> is year
by year becottaing a mare influential auxiliar>, in tht
Church's work cf extending tht cause of Christ in
hcathen lands.

A COiNTEXIPORARY gîves tht following ver>, SUgge4-
cive passage froma Renan's IlR-collections ai His
Yoýuth." Aller giving up bis rt bi', i says :

Tu'le universe assumed the aspect af a cold and arid
desra. é~ rom the moment when Lt.hristiansty was no longer
a..c. cti>thang ec ipeaied t., me indafferent, trolous,
icaicely woilhy af attention. The caliapse af that which
hl auined my lite leit a feeling ai emptincas lilce that
%% hich follows an attack ot lever or a disappoicttnent an love.
t Le su ulgi an which 1 hall been absurbed was so ardeai
_,a. n.%% 1 faund cvcryth-ng nart..« a,.d tocan. The woz.Xl

lr'a'ked nmediacre and jxoor in viague. 1 stemed ta, behold a
fait, a decay ; I Ecit almost in an anthîili ai pigmies. '
Ht alsc, says that tboug bch remaîned moral la h;s
condurt there secmed no good reasan for beingimoral.
Hefre is a waraing for ihose people wha tell us chat a
coilapse of faith would flot necessarilv ho followed b>,
irnmaralitv. If a mian trained as Renan was in bis
vaunger davs feit under no obligation ta be noral
wbrn hc laid aside bis faitb il may troll bc asked how
wvould moa ai grossei natures aci under similar cir.
e-umstances? Renaa's experience shows that wben
religion gats morali>, Musc go alang wîth IL.

Ne, miinuster can please everybody.> Tht tre.
-1-,enýy wi'h whic'h we hear Ibis rcmark made shows
t'a' chere lu a universal underlying conception that il
w- -Id ho a god îhing if miniscers coutid pitase every-
bady. WVhert is it said la tht New Testament chat a
mi- ;ster shculd -ta please evtrybody ' Where lu
il s cd chat he should try ta pleae anybody. Paul
d i n- please everybody His congregation mobbeci
a-id imprisoned hlm mare than once. Christ did ntt
ple'ise evtrybody. Saint of the men he preached .o
cru''fied him Paul teacbes that part of a miniktt,'s
duiy is ta' " reprove" People are flot apt la be-vtlýy
welpleased when repraved. The sameauthoit.ytefls
us that a iiister sbould at ti-ies Ilrebuke,"x To
rebuke men morly pletses them. Tht theory tet a
ininster ai thec Gospel sbould mainly and constant>,

aimn ai pltasing everbody is low, grovelling and
tursc-riptural. The anl>, popularit>, worth bQ.Yîag is
chat wbach is obti~ 'r b>, hontst, maniy d1ealin, with
ment, constncts and hearis. Tht sincere and lasi.
irg resperi aio man>, mea is often obtaiiaed, by con-
scientiously doing that whicb doesa't please t)-en, but
whîch their consciences tell the'.c aught Ita je donc.
Burke tld the eleciars ai Bristol tliv.t hc had
leadvanced their intemets contrar>, ta the: i opihions.'l
Shauld as mîniscer ai tht Gospel Lake love-r ground?

A F a iti readîng the last issue ai Il The Bystaýder"
aon C.adaan*polacîcs anad palitîcrans ont cannaI beip
asking the question-Are Canadians fit for "HIigovern
ment? The jltte eheccaca an Ontario is clescrxbed ar
3 motre «'fai..an figb c," ia wbîch the cozibatants do
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aoc conduct themsolves with anythia.c like propriet>,.
Tht public mien af Ontario, le houuh servants ai fac-
tion and no saints, keep themselves, for the most part,
tai decent moral vogue; they may job, but tht>, do aoc

taI. A very doubtful compliment certalnly, and
ont whcch clearly implita chat tht public mea of some
of the othtr Provinces do steal. Ia anacher Province

ith reasur, is ecapty," direct taxation smares chec
people in the face," Ila conspiracy lis la progress for
extorîîng moncy tramn Contedcratitn ,* and the
j master of thie political situation " stems ta bu a
j mînor rival ai J im b. isk." Tht Legistative Couacil

gof a thard Province IIis put cxactly la the sante use
as ici langer couritorpart, the Sonate of the Dominion.
IL as a political îafircnary, alms bouse and brlery
fund ai the saine cime." In a faurîh there bas been
a I saturnali ai land.jobbing," and I municipal corrup.
lion bas broken outian tht capital" lit ibas real>, a
correct description ai Canadian polluecs and Canadian
public ina If t-i is correct, or anyîhiag like correct
severai questions must suggesi themsclves la ever>,
paitiotic citizen. Are wt rcally fit for atli.govern.
nient( How long cari Canada exiat asla nation under
such political conditions? WVt bave fret institutions,
self-government, a fret press, ireedom ai speech, a
good educaional sysîcin, and tht Gospel. How dos
at came about that, wiîb ail these advantagcs, oui
poictîcal lit ta s0 bad? Mlay il aoc bc possible that
the I Bystander »takes a dark view ai the policical
situation ? Probab>, tht"l Bysiander" would answer
ibis question categaricaliy -Are Canadians fit fan

Tli cruel and scurrilous attack made upon the
Rev. James Robertson, Superintendeai o! Missions
for the I'a rth-West, by an ananymous writer ln the
IlMai " a icw% days ago produced a great amount ai
indignation. Every decent man feels chat Mr. Roberi
son bas been gross>, abustd. There arc len mn n l
the Church, probably, that can botter afford ta lteaI
bas assailani wich dignifitd coatempt ihan can Mr.
Robertson ; but tht malice and brutalit>, ai the atiark
remata ail tht iane IL i much îa ho regretîed chai
a lcadiag journal lîke the I "M aîi ailowed such
a c.4mmunication, la appea ta ils columas. Il
as quise crut that aur côntemporar, dtd ail ani ats
power ta make amende, but i dots not btip mat-
cers much ta sa>, chat tht character ai tht letter
was not noticed on accaunt ai tht anevîtable hum>, af
business, L hould have been aoticed. No man's
repulatian is salt if a mahiciaus libeller can push
malîgnant aspersions îhrougb tht bands ai suit-
ordinates unnaticed-perhap!à unread-înto tht cal-
umas ai a daaly papen. WVe know ver>, well that It is
,rery difficuit for tht responsible coaductors af dal>,
journals ta examine careull>, everything chat goce
lnt- type. That, however, as but ont side ai tht
qut.Ition. Respectablt citciers should be procecîed,
and whea îhey are not pratec.ed hom, such assauics
jouraalismn suffers as well as tht persan attacketi. If
newspaper conduc.tors would agrec among thcraaseivts
ta gave tht naine ai suc.h a3sailant, if asked tor, tht
respinsibiity would reàt upon the wnter. Wby 5hoid
tht canduccars ai a journal bc under an>, obligations
ta keep secret the namne o! ever>, man wba assaîls bis
neîghbour an thonr columas f' Ma b> should such a
mîte extst an journalrm ? What gond purpose does IL
serve? i j%3 long as îc exasîs ail joumnalisis musc
observe i; but why should il cxist t Bearing the
respoasbilit>, and odium ihat aicen corne irom, tht
publication ai annanyniaus communications brîngs
atither gain nor glor, tai a aewspaptr.

THE HOME MISSION COMMITE.

T HE Western Secthon af îLe Home Miss*oa Coin.
itc of the Preshyterian Cburch mt la Toronto

last week. A synopsis ai the business transactcd ap.
pears on another page ai ibis issue. Representativcs
irom Quthoc on tht tasi and Manitoba an tht west,
and tram most ai tht Presbyteries betwoten these
limits, met for tht transaction rc' #U half-yeaïly bush.
ness connected with ibis mast in.ï.nortant departiaett
af the Cburch's wark.

There are peoplt who imagine tht>, know a great
deal, who claim ta be conversant whch the quichi>,
beating pulses of active liLf,. and ta ho detp ma their
knowledge ai hum-an nature, wbo racher pride thera.
selves an theïr sagacity ini discor..ag that ministers
as a -ule maise poor business rata. Had saine of
chese pecernaturaly sbreacd I-ntcs been pres=n ai
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the meetings of the Home Mission Committec they
would have liait good reason ta revise a prejudice that
ln mâny cass wili flot bear cxancnatlon. With the
exception af one gentleman - the Mayor oi Sarnia ai
the members of tht Committele pre.ent wore ministers.
1 t I open Ili question If a commlttee coniposed of men
in other professions would bave been able ln the c.me
time tu transact a simllar amaunt of business with -n
<quai degTee af carefut consideration of detaits to
whicb carh individuai case was subjr-cted in the de.
ibierations of the Honte Mission Committe. l is
nat clalmed that as a general thing clergymen are
possessedi of superlor executîve talent, but IL lu clalmed
-bat ln tbis respect tbey are neither m.ucb botter nci
warse titan other men. Whlle mucb af the efficlency
of the Home Mission Committce lit justlv duo to the
SpelAal flîness ai the Canvener and Secretaty for the
positions thcy occupy, tht members composing the
Commlte cont..',ute their share ta the remaîkable
success that bas atcnded lis management la the past.
That this Important part ai tht Church's wotk le con.
ducted by mna pcsscssing so largcly ihe confidence L<
the peopico lit very satisfactory. IL is cscaîlal that i
shouid ble so. Dlvided caotnsels, sectional jealousies,
and personai rancours would bc destructive. Happuly
there lu not the slightcst GA.dence for suspectlng the
lait i existence ai such cvii surmisings. Nelber can
IL be said that tbere is any lack ofmaaiy Independence
visible la the Commltteo's deliberatlans. Each ment.
ber seemun zealaus ln thetenterests ai the particular
conîtiîuency he represents, whiie tbis là; not petmitted
ta biad hlm ta the generai requiremeats ofithe Church.

No time ia wastcd in wordy cloquence. Lite is o
short for that, and business is toci pressing. There is
a syscematic order rigidiy iollowed out. Ail passible
facts are elicited. However entbusiastic an individuai
member raay be ln his advocacy af a particular case,
bis dlaim, is kindiy, but at the samne dime firmly sub.
jecîed ta the searching iight ai a clear crlticism in
order that every membc'- of the B3oard may be seized
af its crue inwardness. Tberei are tht mcii conscien.
tiaus effecte ta do justlc ito every casu on its merits.
At the recen,, rnetiDg,4 e feeling is geacral, that ia
this respect the resuits'ârri ved ai are very satisfactory.
Il is aoc claimcd that absolute perfectior bas becn
attaiaed. There was unmistalcrbiy tht honest en
deavour ta corne tu juat and wise conclusions, and it is
within the mark tu say that IL bas been approxlmaiely
successfui. WhVli there was an caratut effort ta
avoid ai appearance ai undue discriminations in the
a "aiment ai services and grants, sa chat ail sections
r..ight obtain an eqitabit sbare, thaugbtful and anxious
attention was devotcd tr. tht ever increasing claims of
tht greai North-West. WVhat could be dont with tht
resaurces in men and means ai their disposai bas
been dont b) tht Committee, sa that le is expected a
good work in ihat important field wii ho accomplished
this summer.

IL 15 txpected that the annuai report will present a
favourable shawing as ta tht amounit contWbuted by
tht Church during tht fiqanciai year row nearlng ils
close. Thtis is cncouraging. At tht samne trne it
shauld stimulate tai botter and stiUl more sustained
effort ta advance the great work specially under the
supervision ai tht Home Mission Cammittet. Prts.
byccrian people love their Church. Thty are actachcd
ta ils principles, is poiity, and its history. That is
onc rea for seeking tu advance ils prosperity and
useIulnes- There are higber reasons. Tis Dominion2
bas a greai future before it. It is destined ta occapy
a ieading pari in tht civiVzation of the future. Tht
value ai thai civilzation will depend on the place
Christianity abtains la tht personal and national fle of
tht people. Iresbyterianism bas ever heen tht firm
friend ai liberty and progres Together with other
branc.s of tht Christian Church, IL is f-o. ILS position
and resaurces fitted ta extrt a powarful influence for
good la cxtending tht work ai Christ la ibis youcg
nationafity. Let ils iriends realize eheir respoasibility,
and appreciate thtir duty, and a great and uselul
future awiaits the Presbyterianism ai Canada.
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IMPROVEMENT ia many things connected witb
tht PresDyterlan churches la Canada is discernible.

Tht firsi setthcrs in cao many instances had the
grtate"t difficulty in obtaiaing public religious services
ai *i tDu -. ery fastidiaus about accessories. Mlany
hez±-ts werc glacdtaed whtn It was knawn that la
--)me spati3cly inhabitcd seulement a Presbyteriza


