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7I1£ RRV. DR. DONALD FR4ER ONV DIS-
ES2'AJLIS11MGA'T

The fcllowlng lettcr fraom Dm. Dontldi Fraser. af Lontion.
Engianti, to a frieni wha tatil asreti for bais opinion on ttc
Disesiatuishament question, appears in thc Il Northcrn
Chrenicle altand oller Scotch piperai. Tt avili Intereat many
cf our reatiers ut li are walching lte cannse cf the discus.
sian s-

MY DcARt Sim,-I am reluctant ta coter on the tapit yen
place beloie me, t.ecause 1 amn now ont <milte curient of
Sttisla ecctsasttcal lait, andi do nal psy minute attention
ta youm cantroveraies. It as my itappineas ta lic connecîtid
wmth s Churcb ulich oaims at rtcanciling Presliytcrtam
difileects, not embiîîerîng or pralonging theni. As an
English Prieslitertan, 1 have ne îtrmcîures te pais an sary ai
thte siie Churches 10i Scolatid by whtch out cangregalians
arc rrinfoced a but as you wtsit ta limais my opinon as a
Scocchmitn, anti as euc who endacareti ta serve the Fret
Citcre fur clevens years, I will fiankly say that, la my view,
tite cîtizade far Disestablithrnent tas nwem.hy ai the Free
Churcli ai Scatlanti, anti tas lîkcly ta hurt sts hagitest in-
iceits.

The vihale prublein of the better arrangement ai Scottisit
P'resbytery as anc whtch requires large cootitieration, gene.
cmus treatoicot, anti a grand br-ial of prejudices. Ta rail.
prmech aitin a paeursha sectarian spirit, cau.-ting commnuns.
cassi, and squabbiing ave: statistics, as nat the way ta
maire a happy endi. Let st be assurer! abat te paeient
divisicnsocret oct bc. aud ougit nec ta bl peual. Tht
basas ial a baller adjustment as autel>' to bc tound mn a canditi
anti crious recognition cf the essacoîtal aneness af Scuttish
Presbytery. U&-age maires at passible 'o thiniro athe Church
of bcotlandi, the Fret t-hurct, anti Lhe U niteti Priesbytensan
Chuicit as abrt: acparatc Ciaurcies, eamLti having the Lard
Jeans Christ for its Ileati, thougt cadi tas a ccnlruvcrsyj
wîib tht others. But is st not dawniog on sa. gooti oany
mIotis that all tis as a mîstalce? Chrisitan communies
occupying the samne graissat,. havtng tte aime creeti anti
polmîy, are reafly flot separate Citurches, but compartments
clone anttte saineChurcit. Thir separation may dcsaine
gondtiun stimnlaig vigilance anti cuterprise; but it aito
does much has'm by provoirîng jeaiausy. wasting riesources,
anti playiug autc tht bauds ai abuse urbo are advesats ta
the Presityterian Cbnrch.

Ail Episcopalians arc ot ativersaries. 1 kuair excellent
clergymen anti members ai tte Cituret et Eogland wtc, far
train gleryiug avec tht Presbytran dissensiocs ta ttc moait,
gneve over aitam, liecato c they are anxous about evangelical
andi Protesat truta, anti are persuadeti tbat such truti
vonld (loti a sîrong fortress in a uniteti and pourerfut Clanrch
aithe Preabytenan caider. Otitera, tlove'er, aie certamnty
unimuîndiy; and 1 hav-e o<1cm noticeti uhat a pinlt lhey
make ai tce broken concaitie-t ci bdotttsh Pmesbyucry. They
are very carefât to speair cf the Church cf Scilanti as IlThe
Kicir," anti thte Fret Churet as tht IlFre Kirli," anti haire
quitt a stock r ai iories--apocryphal or atlierwisc--iu car-
culation about the nctrîstian feeling whict stili prevatis
betwecru tltese Ktrks." Certain i ha that Io sncb un-
fr'iendly cnalo<iters as tiies.- a recanciliaulon cf tht Kirirs

i-: i deal a heavy bloir anti acre tiusccnragcment.
I anm quise aware abat the plea for contiueti separatian is

that ai1 'dstctive ptiaucptes.' But uvit graiesei tac is ta
sec that Churct antipathies have been nuiseti sa lang and
abstinateiy that there is no willingness ta hall amy appraxi.
=&ltion ta commun gronnd, tut ratiter a disposition ta straîn
duîiicîions ta the camail. I do -.ii refer ta %lhe Unitedi
Preabyterin CLurcit se oanch as ta the F tee, wbîcl i as
been for a muet starter lime titan the former separatet i tîm
tintChurctiScoîlani. lias the Frce Churci tsan be-
corne irreconcalabie? lias il came ta bc pronti et separa.
iou? lias it acquiredti he semper of a sezt ?

Ti vexes me saretv to wmit titese wa.-ts, b-canse I love
anti value tht Fre Church, anti I doc nat thinir ataits
tuba have follaveti laders in receot yrsr are ai ail nirte
haut mucit the prestige cf that t..Lnrcit bas item Iota'ereti by
tht lanuage abat iras useti anti the course ahat was tai.tu
%rhen lthe Anta-PatronàCe Act wras uadti the canisideratisn
cf Pat&ament. Thari th tc iuîre tn questmon iras, ta a large
exteot ai ail treats, an adoption ai Frce Church principles,
vras obvions ta every ont ; yeu tht Free Ctarch deputatieus
ta London triz-d to defeat sil and, faîlaog ta induce amy in-
finential Preabytermn member 10 Itati tht opposition. tuai
as their champion tht ha. membe: for Mont rusc, Who is an
Intieptrndet anti a V'aiuntary. They maîseti a cry ahat the
Chuict ai koîlani uvas influenceti by ootitiog tîgiter tais
a desire ta populazise itself, tbcnçh i was nat elcarly ex-
plairnez! why ia ira-s se uîicti a thtng in that Church. anti
cot te.ckced in others, ta dersire popular confidence andi sup-
part. Tht umly rmilt iraï, ta spreati an impresion that the
Frce Clînîci iras taillcr nervens about is owm position. anti
betr.oyeti a stiait andi shathiy spirit. At a critaral maoment
it migitt have playeti a noble andi meroable part ; but st
iras anhaleti, andi got noîhtng oit ai the occasion but dis-
credit.

The prirsent agilation lor Iiisestablishment sems ta rat an
unhazppy exhtibition ofaic thtame &ectanan temper ; anu 1
have a stronC impreas' n abat si ès a momcncnt cf coet.
astical policy (ar mar- than of popular desare. 1 amn, oi
course. . ate tabat thr.rt bas long been a Iloluntary parly in
Scotlanti. disapprovïimgofany union of Chnrch anti State. anti
workiog ia harmoay mt the Engit Liberatian bricty
for the averibrow o a hurch Establishments. I caopay due
respect to their consctentions ati consistient action. But â,
cannot even tiel respect fur tht mureino urnîci lias been
aniastic uîtit tht 1c te ihua-h.

.%Ich smcmi ta bc mati t Ihle tact, ut ahiegei tat, that
tht Cisurea ci -scotiai as uonambcre-d by thc Fret anti
Unitedi preshyteian Chorcitea tairen toigeilier It i repre-

senteti as an injustice 10 the latser anti ta citler Di.srsens
(1 remember a lime urbea Fre Churchmnen srere not no
wilimn to bc fleng iris tthe cp ci misehlanos Dissent),
titat tIL former should atiy longer re:aru the position andi
ativatage af an stîablishment. Bunt vhat &us gaven ra uh

autiden urgeocy te Ibis co'tsltieration ? If the numerical
superioriiy nnw cîsimeti bc a ftct fi la no nieu tact. Tt
vras as grand for ibis kimd of atitument lwenty ycars agra as
lis mow. Why uvasit notmaLdeuseafthen? isit because
the tradition: of the Disruption periad Were even then tac
atrang ? Even at that er& of hai eacitement, lthe great men
wto ledl thc Fiee Churet mavemeot shranir fons thi attezipt
ta pull dawn acdent institutions, and desited nathingbiettcr
titan ta sec au E,îabiishment in whieh the principles wticb
they -heiti dear shnuiti be aclaed. law siogular l i l ta
sa long as the Citurcla cf Scotianti made ne appoximation
ta lihoit priociples, is position was out ca1Wilelquestion ;
but sa sanr ss lu rnoved towait, theni, the attitude cf
patience lets cbangcd lor ane of impatience on the part cf
thre Fre Chitucl, anti It its discavereti ahat the are the
Churcit ai Scaîlanti la impitjved, the test fi should lic soler.
atet. 1 Xi. .n gooti Chitrsîtans in private lire appraxinate ln
thtr principles andi practice, they lurn tawards eacts ailler,
andi, if ttey have beto nt variance. are sa no longer; but
uvten the Church cf Scottanti obtaineti for the people thc

Fehoice of theit r iniscers, andi secureti by statute a recognition
ai lthe intiependent juristiictian ai Citurcli courts in thc
settie:meot ai siaci minustera, lI ihe Frce Churct touke freah
timbrage, impuicd unwcrthy motives, and nocw begins ta
beai the drunm '.or Disestablishament. Hem cao mcabekept
from regrrding such cantiuct as petty and pcevish ?'

IlBut was îî ot petty anti uol'air," I may bce asked. Ilon
the part cf the Church ct Scoiland toa aopt, a fair as It did,
the vcry principles which it tisotvned in 1843, and that, to,
oicrely train a deaire ta oulvie the Fret Ctich in popu-
laticy ? ' My aoswer ts, tbat I do ual a.4mire this'caonstnt
impuatio of motives ; anti abit I know no tenson why L-
Church, which in irs long history bas allen changeti lis policy
,.tn maltera1 ofatintnistration. sitould not, alter due conuldera.
ton, do so again and rgaiu.

Sometitmes 1 have scen campliait matie againsi ttc State.
XI bas been %. geti that if the State nai sanctions Fet
Church principles, !t cinglai ta replace anti couipenhate Frce
Church minister s.l there any serions miaoing in titisi
Dffl any sane persan holti that af Parliament abunîti alter
the law a! entait, il wolatil Le baund ta compensat: ail per.
sons who, thirty or faîty years ugo, %uufered lais because the
ia-w waas nat alieied thea? Nay, even il a ciax;m hn the
patient instance wice amlmitteti, who are ihcy that passes it ?
Only the few remataîng Dîrp oan minuiters. And sa, be-
cause there cannaI bce gericral replacemenr, forsacth, there
amust bce univers-.1 displacement ; pariait ministzrs of the
prtient day, wha bail no more t0 do witt lthe Disruption
titaïs the great m2joraty of the presenit Fre Cbuirch mmgnislers
hati, must snfler; andi the Chuicit of Scatland, liecause ii
has daredti : populanse itself ta a perfcctly eanstîtn:ional,
uray, must be pulleti dowu.

'A strange notion s=ans ta iloat io tht mintis cf certain
Fret Churchoien ahat a sort of public ammidt as due ta
aitam. They canuci lbe satisfiud unless the Courts cf Li
recil and reverse jutigits passer! long ago in extinci soils,
anti Parliaineni or Gotrernoent confesses ahat a foriner
Parliament or tonner Gov-zoment iras much ta hu3me fac
compeliinsg couscicatioas meulta leayr the Cburch of Scot-
landi. Whzl unpractical folly i titis? Nat sa are the erras
and irrongs ai the pust repaireti. Tht aide cf afTaîrs rails
on, anti cannot be rolleti bacir. Thingi arc donc, wisely or
unwL-.ely, by thase wb. are iu power at the perioti; anti
ihry aie donc. A liter geucratian secs thiops othenrise,
andi maies bettes' arrangements. il Il cno; but titere always
arc consequences of farmner mistaires which canot bce heiprd.
anti must be cndiret. eiter ta atit ef the presnt andi
future, anti try ta maire tem brighiter than tht pasi.

Il ia proclaimiti by tome prominent Frce Cbnrchmen
ihat what they ulimalely aim ai as a central Presbyterian
union in Scoanti- truly national Chnmch; but abitimn
arder ta briag ibis about. the Church cf Scailantranusi bc
discstablistedi anti discadovet. Ont ai regardi for those
whc have spoiren io ibis tente, 1 have trieti la taire thecir
-giew, bunt cannai. They tell ns that there caos be no. union
wtt a "Stase Cburch.2 Nour, there is some ropricty ln
cailiug the Chnrch ef Engiand the State Churcl; bnt tirat
ep)ithet as epplizd ta thc C.hurch cf Scoîlauti semis ta me a
ancre piece ofi mporter! controvcrsial slang. Thcy tell us
that IlState pay I must bc abolisheti; yeî surely every oee
il avare ltat the Church af Scotlanti dtiives lis stipentis taot
irons any Stase subvenion. but tramn fondis wch have bern
tievoted. ta sacreti niest tram timr iuîmemotiai. Tht pro-
posa] te tieprive the Chnrch of thcsr, lu aider to reduce
scol.raies, locks like the device of tome politieal manager
for caîchiug votera hy therir pocirets, thongh, tiaubtleas. ta
some minds it may appear a rabat cnihened anti petriatic
suggestion.

Thtin îo aibate is drawn rapt anti a heavy tire is cpeneti
anti ie arc taiti thai ihis la the way, the cniy way, la peace.
What 1 Do men reafly fancy abat tht bard controversyxhricla
tl zy are ani, pushing, anti the riuging bloir cf Disestablish.
meut which thcy hopte ta infite, pave the way for as bapps
anderstantiug anti an al..embracing entin? To me tiis
seems tite sure ucay ta hrccd illuvull. anti ta excite a sense cf
wrang whicit fil ty x'eara cf sireet palaver atterwrards wili tnt
bce able te soothe. flttter, mn My opinion, ta aitaclr ne one,
te pull daim nathing, but conserve ail ahat bas been utevoteti
ta Goti's service tn bcotland. irbether ancieni entiowmenis
ai the contributions ai modern ltberuty, anti try to drats
Churches oi the same fillih anti arder ins close: relations
vrillh ach althez naa anti spirit tnti unwarthy ai neigh.
bonrs anti tcilow.=tisia=

,As I have no idea et continsaiugap i bis cootroversy, Tlt
me bc as explcit as possible.

I amn againt lthe demolition ai hiisiorical institution%,
especu.ally when t7mey are improviugr. Itiam agaloat thc abaa.
tiaument ai the systean af a national Churcb whics iras dent
tu Knox, Hientierson, Carutairs, anti Chamer, in oaie: ta
parcel ot the people âaorg consesang secis.

I dc tant hesitzte ta atit ahat T ans espchally indispeset
la sec a Presty:ecria Esabltshoient puileti <atm. If yen
live in iugland, toe avsos for ibis iroulti occur la yen
that you may noi thinir ol ho Scotianti. You wrould pet.
cetre abat i la peculiarly Zmprudient in Preibyterians îhem.
"Irves ta remave the checkr whicb lise existence of tise

nosthern Eitablishuicnt gives ta lthe praud assumpstlan ni
Engliah and Scottisa Episcapacy.

l'le wfly t0 bilng about a canlprehcenslve Presbytenian
union là, ln ry judgment. the very opposite of that wliteh
là st prestent recommended t0 the Fret Churcl. Drop the
ssoidsof couiiraveray; cease train pliting sigislot cach
cther, Instead ofpflotlng the eager Impter tone another's
defectu or mishai try, for a change. the tray of char>';
Haow long, how short a tirant it mignit taLe ta draw the sons,
of the old Church of Scotland loto one by the road ai
charity. no man mnay tell, but 1 amn ture that the resuait bg
mucit desired -wouid conme far mare quickly, as well as marce
pleasantly. than tbrongli the violeot methods which are ous
pmoposed.

Of caurse, ibis 13 at once simatised as fanclici anid
Quizatic by men who are resolord on their uwn solutinrî of
Uic edclesiastical probicin. andi wiIl tntS fairly face an y a-her
proposat. But 1 venture to aay-you, ai lenas, Wall brlv
abat 1 do flot ta> il unadvisedty-that if orily dicte werc au
hanuest disposition ta bce reconcileti, an arrangement cautti
bc drawn up in a fiew bouts, and LOy mes.surc neccessary to
Rivc i full cecct coulti be carried through Patliamrntin a
few weck, whlch wauld give ta Scotiand a horageneous
Presbyteriao Church, wîthaui any disestablistament or en
dowvment. Some cg out, "W cans neer anlimit ta state
contrai." We %ovl anse-Tberelino contrai by the
State in ijlîeiIuaIi." ; and if further secnrity for ibis were
desireti. it would bce givcna. Others think it impuisible lt
non-endowed Chnrcbcs ta amalgamait with ane ahat is en.
dowed. But Ibis is abturd. Both clasmes of congregations
are faundi together ln the Church ar 5cotianti. and fat sainte

ilargely in the Churet ai Englanti. Some have endownienit
white ailiers depenti eotîrely on the voiuntacry sys'erat
There is no reason la h"'bi acrangemeot should nal be
triedl on a large scale in Scoaland. lif anv holti that heredi.
tary cndowmcnts are sa wicuccd ahat i would be wrong to
combine with a Clturch whriý- helti thein, 1 shoulti objervL
that nu snch scruple basi .ievented general Pmesbyterain
unions in Canada andi Victoria. In thase colonies Fret
Churchmen and United Prebyterians <lad not demaad th2i
the endowments cf the Churcit of Scotianti should bc aban.
doned arsecolarised asaipretînainary ta union. WVhy should
they do soian the mather contry ?

Wbaî a biessinZ a coniprehensive unian shouiti bc Ia omut

!ear aild landi 1 What a burial of tarife and iausy 1 Whai
,asltn of men's mintis out of n2rtow antipathies t %tiaî

an opportunity le economise resources, and tura them to
the ct ativantage 1 Wltat a concentration af evangclical
lire and power 1 What an answer ta tbose who iaunt us
villa aur di-sputatiaus andi separating propensities 1 Vet the
word gaes fuirais for mocre contention ; andi few scemn ta care
for the benedictian on "the peace-makers."

1 am not disposcd ta say much on thc pole*tical bcaringao!
ii new crusade. Tti h an ominous ihing for the spintuat

life af the Fre Church ihat il shoulti be se much Occiapird
with paiical caicuititions. Sa far as uty individual tyn*

ptisgas yen are aware. I support the Lberal Gaveras-
men.t.7 'Rte paicy of the lait Adiministration in Tuicey,
India. =nil A frics madie me marc a Libeial] aban cme. ii is
therefore with me ant atiditioni reaton for tiusliksng the pre.
sent agitation in Scotlanti. that it ischargeti wib scinas pui
te the ILiberai party. It cana bring ta abat party no a=ce.
sions, for ail the Volurataries in Great Brutain are witb lthe
par:y aiready, ant he pressing forward of Disestabliamn
cao oniy have the effect of annoang and alieaatinZ Liberal,
who bclong ta the Ettabiishcd C barches, andi aIllose who
for variont tessons tiloitait sectarian dtaoegraîian hm~
gane ftr enougb, and do ot desirc ta give it amy fresa
ficilitirs.

As 1 have been ]cd on ta situe amy view2 at sucb length
yen may maire any use of ibis ]ctter thi you may thtn!r pro-
pet. flelicve me, yanrs taitbtulty, D. P£t&s

Londor, 9f h Fibruary, z88>.

FARMI.NVG IN SWJl7ZERLINVD.

1 have wcndcred if there are such awkward irmys of dniet
thinça outside af Egypt as are practiseti here. The faim-
îng ipleents wcnîd be lataghable if they were nost rn
&trous. Tabal-Cain cerlialy matie better-fornie sry'bes
than are uteti heme The axes arc simply long sta',
wetiges -with a huie tear the top. anti a short, straîght stk
lu the hale for a hantile. lHay.Iorks are hi g anti awkaîd
and twice as heavy as out stable forirs. Grain is oiret
threshed with the old.fashîoned liall titan otherwise. The~
plonghis are the climax cf agtîcuitural mostasiisc Tbct
arc great clambersorne thing-, ratie alhon urhnlly ai wrood,
with the beam niaunteti on twc wooden uvheels hi genirrzb
for coal.ca.ls. My friend used just sncb a plagbyes:en-
day on out fari. 1 bal( dcny ownership now. wbcn 1 <lirai
of it. Tt was puillti by six cow. Tira menmsuce drivi.g
the cotes, andi twc men irere holding thc plough up l1ai
iowed and Ioacet on. Tbey vrere hall- a day plcnuhag
hall an acre.. I amn glati the whoie conceru, planghnirz.
caw-drivxrs, anti ailt wec haîcti and ot a part pynpet df
the farim. 1 sas onl à500 siowli 1er balf an hour a-id ir
ilecteti whether il çicre possible Ameticant could tint malr
small special farming profitable, with thetir soif anti coe
plete implemenîs fur farming. in the f=c af the fa. 9 tba'
these people not only makire a living, but save rnaney. CD t
pao: sou, anti with the eld-fashioned tacts cf Egypt t- vôl
ai. I arn cetiain the whole secret lits in ccamomy-in tihe
saving of a huutired listit thinga bai aili ontbalanc eyrD
the waste of th=s awkwarti implements and îtbru ual
,nethotis. There wiillot ablatie aigrasbe scen amn-. th
vine herc, ora wced ou he farm; there illnoua l he s
icood leit te rot. or a patata untiog. A gentleman'.s"

garden coulti net bc cieane: c: better kept thlansl h r uri*i
trin in Switzciand, and cultivation, inch as il bc-si-t'-
only on hot-bouses lu Amr.tica, la comamon harre te eT'rT
fartms Not one foot of graznd la left un=cart for. IIa>1d-
Af$£ZrW-. _____________

MORUt rnissiauazles ai Bernt arc labouring ta prnr-.t
thse Geintan lwisst


