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be limited and trausient in

werg indeed a mere abstraction of dovotion, centin- without rehigion. fur wheou did unturnl virtwe over

ed in its vxorcises to tho cioset or thosanctuary, aud
restricted in its ivfluence to the imagination and the
taste, but wlich has no necessary control over the
ennscience, the heurt. nod the e, and which s not
allowed to veontate the intercourse of sociuiy : it
were merely e temper of the conveat. united with
the forms of the Charel : beyming and ending up-
on the threshol { of the house of God, thenit wonld
be difficult to point out what counection such a roli-
gion has with the weifare of | countey,  {twould m
this case resera™e only the ivy, wiieh, though it add
a pleturesque e'lect to the venerable fubrie, unparts
neither stalilits to its walls, nor fonvenienco to its
apartiments.  Rutaf veligion boindeed a prineiplo of
the hieart, an clomeht of the character, an iusepara-
bla hahis of thinking, fechog, and acting an, it an
alt ou soeind relations © the hass of every vittue, any
the maa prep of cvery cxcellenco ; it be iudeed
the fear of the Lord, by wineh nen dopart from ¢
vilz it it be faith warling by love 1 1f 1t by such a bo-
lief in the gospel of Christ, as leads to a confurnuty
o his exwmple 1 then we can camly percene hon
sueh a religion as tius conduces o the woltare of the
countrv.  ‘Thero is nt one singio wlluence, whe-
ther of faw, of seience. of art, or ol learmng, that
wYects the welt Leng of socicty, wineh truo relition
dzs not zuard and scecagthen. Take tho sununary
of us duties, as itis expressed inthe two great con-
imdments of the 1w, supreme love to God,
and eqiitable love to man; or take the direeiivu ot
¥l Whatoever things are true, whatsoover
things are honest, vhatsoever thags me just, what-
oiever things are pure, whatsoever things are love
tv, whatsovver thinge are ot zood roport, 1f there bie
ans virtue, or if there be any prause, thh of these
thungs:” or take Peters comprehensive encle ot
Chrnuan daty, ** Honor all men, love the brother-
howd, fear God, honor the Kmg.” Here we see
that religion though founded on a belief of doctrines
und chershed by the exerenses of devation, dittuses
stx infiuences over the whole socinl character ot man
and ¢t rough the whole range of soctoty. i the
beliof the love, the worship, tho iuntation, of a
Deny whose moral atirbates, when copred by us,
as they ever will he where piety eaists, form a cha-
racter, in which sound morality is aunvated and
sauctificd by the spirit of true devotion.
$1ch a religion contains the gorn of every solici-
al ex cilence, the semnal principle of every rola-
tive vistwe 1 ¢ It mantams w0 incesszot struggle
with whatever is selfish, barbarous, und inbumasn:
by unveilugg futurity, it clothss morahty witir a die
vine sanctien, and harmonizos utihity and virue in
srery state of oistenco, and every combination of
events.” To wmw, an s individual capacity, it
prescersbes, nos only the homage of God, but the du-
ues of seif-povernment und vespect; 1t folloses bua
1to the dotestic credde, the fellowship of the Church
the commuuity of the country, the citizenship of the
world : bindwg upon him the dutics which aro ap-
propriate o overy station, and calling i to ac-
knowledge the claums winch reach m from every
quarter.  As with the suuhing countenance, aund tie
tluning sword of the cherubim, it guards all the so-
ci~lmterests of inan, protecuny the throne frow the
turhulence and anarchy of the peoplo ; aud the rygzhts
of the people from the eucroachments of the throne;
thetlich from the invasion and spoiation of the poor;
the poor from the insults aud oppression of tho rich:
11 teachoes justice to the 1uaster, and fidelity to the
servant s ordains equity and wuth. as the rules of
commercial transactious: acrves the arm withindus-
try, and mclts the bosom to compassion ; carries
the authority of God into recesses too deep aud dis-
tant (o be reached by tho iastitutes of human jaris-
prudence, and 1aakes a wan a law to himself a-
iidst the urgency of temptation and  the privacy of
volitude. Yo short, thero is not a singlo duty by
wiich man can promote tho welfaro of society,
which is not enjoined by religion: nor is thore ouve
ewil influenco which it doe. oot oppose by the weight
of its authority aud the terror of 1ts frown ; it places
society 1 the shadow of the oternal turone, draws
over it the shicld of omnipoteace, und omploys for
“the defance of us earthiy interosts, the thuuder that
tssues from the clouds and thick darkness in which
Jehovah dwells. “That mao must be a fool, andnot
# philosopher, whatevar be his pretessions to learn-
1z or toscience, who doesnot recoguizo in religion,
the tntelar genius of his country, tho miaistering au-
<el of tho world.

"ewstin the absence of iehgion T A and of atheists
or even: of deists is a dark nad frighttul spectitele,
which the world has nover yor been fated and atlie-
ted to witness, and in all probabdity never will: a
ts €asy¥ {0 cancoive, howetver. that in the absenco of
Al those moral prncig fes, those stundards of duty,
those examples of gooduess contiingd 1in tho Sepip-
tres, and wlich are so essontial to the riht forma-
tun of chiarncter, such w Lo Dnust e vatrca of var-
wiey il prolific in cnimo. ‘'no ouly attelapt tha
was ever inde o mtioduee the reign of athewsin o
a country, was productive of such enormaous vice,
and such prodious meery. that it eve ted the hor-
ror and was alintlone d amuadst the exeerations of the
wholo sovial commun.,

Noy tis rchigaon alone that can preserve, mueh
more extend that vietve. o which the well bemyg ol
the coun'ey consnts s and a1 1w g erfectls <elf (vident
that tue Limversil provalenes ot puety, wenld be ne-
cossanly tollowed with the uunersal e n of virtue:
for virtue projeerly defined i not only a part of pie
e, butis ety wooll T has heen inely demonsten-
ted by Butler, m lns numostal work, that the var-
tue of a people vecessanly wcroises their strength
and that the predounnatce m one. other tluogs be-
g equal, must ever be eapucted te produce supers-
ority in tho othicr.

Aud then theie is another way besides its direet
pinfuenee, i whicl ploty leads to the prospeuty and
pseetnty of g land; 1 mean by the influouce whichnt
i hias i drawing down the blessing of God. 11 there
‘e a moral governar of the umverse, sin must pro-

voke ben, and holiwess pleaso hinn i 1€ sin prosoke
i God, he is able to punnh it. for the destunes of na-
“tions are at his disposal, tho balancs of power 1sa
Ine han 1: Lodies of men, as sucl, are rewardable

and punishabie anis iu tiis world as death dissolves
all han Is, and reduces socioty to its clements. allow-
Ling the existence of neitier fnumhies, Chuiches, nor
wations in eferaty.  God's deterination to puosh
Cpwlty nodtions, wnsl to bless virtuoas ones, e record-
cd on the pages of Scrpiare. amd confirmed by the
|detatds of lustory.  Hearken to the aw ful denuncia
iuons of Jehovahi, ¢ Atwhat wmstant, 1 shall speak
conceining it pation, and copcenny a hingdon, to
plack up and to pull down aud to destroy it. if that
nanen against w ltom 1 have pronounced, turn from
their evil. 1 will repent of the evil that 1 thought to
do unto them. And at what iastant I shall speak
concerning a countey and concerning a kingdom, to
"build aud to plantit, i1z do evil in iny sight, that
(it obey not my voice, then I will sepent of the good
wherewath 1 said 1 would benefit them.”  Aud he
hias most awlully fulfilled these words. Whore are
Nineveh, and Bubylan, and Tyre, 1nd Athens, and
Jerusalen, and ancient Rome ! Yamshed from the
earth, cxeept a few melaucholy runs. which lie,
hike their mouldering bunes, around the grave's
wouth, whlo the destroyiug angel, the spirit of de-
solation stil lingoers on thewr vast sepulchre. to pro-
cleis for the adinonition of the cartly, ** See, there-
fore, and kuow, that 1113 an evil und bitier thing
10 siv against the Lord.”™  Yes, and over other lunds
still nmiubered amongst living aations, do we not
see the awful * iinage of jualuusy” ariing, and do
we not hear an awiul voice declanng, ** Behold,
the day of the Lord cometh, cruel, both with wrath
and fiorce auger to lay the land desolsie, and he
shaltdesiroy the sinnors theveof out of it.  For the
stars of icaven, and tho constellations thereof, shall
not give their light; the sun shall he darkened in s
going forth, and, the moon shall not causs her kht
10 shino: and I will punish tho world for thewr evil,
«nd the wicked for theie iniquity 5 and 1 will cause
the arrogancy of the proud to ceeso, and I will lay
low the huughtiness of the terrible.” It issia then,
that ruins a kingdom, boliness that preserves it. O!
iny cotntry, mayost thou have wisdom to koo and
value this true sceret of national greatness: and to
remembher that thero is no kingdom so high but vice
will bring it down aud lay it low, even i the dust
none so humble, but virtve may raise it to tho pio-
nnelo of prospority.  Religion is the lock of thy
strougth, more thau cemuncrco or tho arts, or mar-
tial prowess; and mayest thou never, never part
with this, under the wiles of any seducing spirit,
whether of false philosophy, infidelity, or iwmorali-
ty : for then shalt thou bo ecen like Sampsun, when
shorn of his hair, a wiserable captive in the hauds
of tho Phillistines, aud an ohjcctof sport to those

theireflfects.  1f rehgion| Lot itnot be said, that vitue would do all this| very enowntes who had so eftan trembled and crouch-

ed undur the power of hw arin.

——
ANECDOTE OF A BLIND WI1DOW.

In a small market town, 1 the conntry of Lan-
caster, thero hved & pious. respectablo woman, S.
B, Iu the latter yart of her pilgrmage, twe enl-
amities vvertook hor,—the loss of smght, aud tho
luss of her hushand.  In one of my visits to her, 1
saud alluding to her bushand’s doenth, * Sarab. {
hiapo yen nro not & stranger to the comforts of reh-
2wn, under your recent herervement. ' Her reply
was, *No, sir; [am as happy ae | can evpect to
be on tiisside sy botter hameo.* - On what s
vour hy-piress founded 1 was cho nest question
prapose- o her.  ** From my chnlahood,™ smd she,
L wantond of readiug the Holy Scriptures. A
geatloman, in whoso sorvice I lived many sears, and
who wawched over my spintoal interests, pereeiving
my luve to the Eeriptures, prosented me with a
copy of Mathew Henry's Commensary on the Bible.
‘Hus vook 1 dmly read, and with prayer. Whea
auy passsgo of Seriptore winprewed my mmnd, from
wineh [ doerived instruction, or caution. o reprocf
1 raisest my heart to Giodn prayer.  §smd, * l.ord.
write this seripture upon my heart ! If 1 come at
any tine nto cncumstances wi h may ronder 1t
usclul to me, let mo then psosess it!" It now ap-
pears.” sho added, **as through God heard every
poution ; far here L sit, solitary, hour after hour,
and day afterday s but God is with me.—Ihs pro-
mises. his cautions, his oxhortations and the ex-
amples of holy men, are hrought so u.~essantlg to
mv recollection, that Ged converses with me through
the medivn of his word ; and 1 converse with Him :
and thus 1 speud wy days, bhappy, and waitag for
for iny change. 1 shall soon suy,—

1 The voyage of " "¢'s at an end,
Tho mortal afhuction s past;
The age that 1o heaven § spend,

For ever and ever sbiall [ast.'

Reader, sct a high value upon the word of God ;
amd read 1t with much prayer; so shall ithe  a
latp to thy foct, aud a light to thy paths.”

Jonn Kensnaw.

—oo—
ANECDOTES OF REV, OLIVER HREYWOOD.

The following anecdotes of the Rev. Oliver Hcy-
wood, au ejected minister in Yorkshire, aro taken
from the ** Nonconformists’ Memorinl.”

Mr. lleywoand, being seduced to great straits afier
the loss of his income, so that his children began to
be impatient for want of foed, called his servant
Martha, (who would net desert the {anmly in dis-
tress,) and saud to her, +* Martha, take a bashet. and
goto Mr. N., the shopkeeper, and usk him to lend
me five shilings. 1 he is kind enough to do i1, buy
thoso things which you know we most want. The
Lord give youspeed ; aud in the mean time we
will offer up our requests to him ¢ wlhio heareth the
young ravens wheu they ery.”

Martha went ; but when sho eame to the houso
her heart failed her, and sbe passcd by the door a-
gain and again, without going in to well her errand.

Mr. N., standing at tho shop door, culled her to
him, and asked herf she was not Mr. [Teywood's
servant.  ‘vhen sho told bim that she was, he said
to her, « T am glad to sec you. as sowme firends here
have given me five guiseas for your master, sud I
was just thinkiog bow I might send it.”

Upon this she barst into tears and told him her
errand. -Ho was wueh affected with the story, nnd
told her to comeo to him if tho like necessity should
return,

Having precured the necessary provisions, she
hastened back with them, when, upoa entering the
liouse, the childicn vagerly examiued the basket, and._
further, hearing tho servaat’s narrative, siiled, and
sawd, « Tho Lord hath not forgotten to be gracious :
his word is true from the bogioning : thev that fear
tho Lord shall not want ary good thing."

Whes tho spirit of persecution was so hot agsinst
this good man that he was obliged to lcavo his fami-
Iy, ho sct off one winter's moming, bofore it was
light, like Abraham, not knowing wohither he went,
and without a farthing in bis pocket. Having
committed hirnsolf 2 the care of Divine providenee,
ho determined at lsugth to leavo his borse to go

whither o would.



