
TIIE DIALEOT POETS.-BRET TIARTE A'ND JOHIN HIAI. m

Mr. Hlarte and the proprietors of the .4laiiti 3!oîtly ~; but it is now
undcrstood that; any sucli engagt<,emtent!sultj>oscd to exist is cancelled.*

In appearance Bret, flarte is radier oo.okn. 1-le wvears side
whiskers and moustache, and his hait' is keýpt offthe în--editiii Ienth. lus
nose is quite hiandsomely forned, aînd iii stature lie is slightly above thc
usual hei<rht.

Col. Johin iiay is another geiitlcin:în who lias distinguished himisolf in
a very short timec, and more %vonderful stili, by only two poeins; but these
have been so good and so felicitous in their whole arrangement, that it
would bc a matter for speenlation if tbey ivere not siief>-sful. M r. Ilay
is quito young, liaving just mmdthirty years of' age. The state of
Indiana has the hionour of being bis birth-place, and the e'trlier portion of
bis life wvas spent in the wilds of' Illinois. Iii 1858 lie graduiated with
MAg elass lionours frorn thiat rare rcpository of lcarning, Brown Univer-
sity, in Rihode [sland. Hoc then ;vcnt to -Springfield, studied law for
sonie years and finally was admnitted to the Bar of tbe Supreine Court of
Illinois. In 1861 lie aeeoinpanicd the late Presidenit Lincoln to Washing-
ton, and shortly afterwards bcearn Assistant Private Secretary of the
Excutive Office. IJ eritered the arrny during the late civil war and
served witli distinction on the staff of General Hunier during, the spring
of 1863, as voluinteer aid, and in the floigwinter hiad eonferred upon
hirn the appointaient of Assistant . djutant General and rantied as Major.
Rie thon joined G encrai Gillimore, who coinmandcd the Departînent of
the South, and aecomp1 anied the expedition whiehi oeeupied the lino of
the St. Johin's River. This heing accoiplishied hoe was ordercd to duty
in WVashington, on the personni. staff of tlic President -Major iIay was
made Colonel in 1865, and in 1869 hoe resigned froni the arxuy.

Theyear 1865 saw itun en irouWl for 1-broie aifirand fiekie no
longer-as Sec. etary of Lcgatioi, the saute position hoe filled nt respective
intervals at the courts of Vienna and Madrid, wh)ence lie rcturned to the
United States a few mlontîts g.lie is now engagcd o n the regular staff
of the ANcw Y'ork Tribune. His seric.s of papers cntitlcd "lCastilian
Days," now running throughi "lThe Atlantic Mýonthtly," bave beon very
justly adinired for the elegance and conciseness with wyhich they are
written. The des.criptive portions are really cloquent.. Col. Hay is
therefore only beginninglhis litcrary and journailistie carcer. But two poemns
have corne from bis pen "lJim Bludso," the Enginecr's poeiu, and IlLittle
Breeches." Of course Col. llay will tlîrow off a few more such
origial poems as hoe lias given us.

"Little Breeches" has been thought; by sonie persons, to be a very close
imitation of Llarte's IlCicely"; but aîy one wlîo reads both poems carefully
and eritically wvill at once nîotice sonie vcry inaterial differences. There
are lot us admit, several of the ph rases-as used by Mr. 1-larte in Ily"
but they show or prove nothing. If' the pocmi is a lhýithful description
of a certain class of hunian beings, and both writers having adopted.
chamacters of that i1k for tlîeir heroes, is it any wondcr tlîat there should

-5NOTr.-Siie this article was written positive information to this tenor has renchcd ne.
Mr. liarte lias caisceIicd ait engagements and lias uicci<icd to reinain in Boston and write ex-
eiusi'reiy for the house of J1ames iR. Osgood & Co. lis prodizctiuns witt appear mainly in
IlEvery Saturday,"1 anuti theu "A.itiantic Moîthty.";


