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soon calli h to accounit. Soon ivill the thundering, crushing question: Ilw7Lat
is il good for? " sotind ini its ears the kneil of impending dooin. So, too, this
practical age is beginning to sif't tie ail but unmitigated evii of &ctari«nisnb.
For years Methodists, Baptists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians and others
have been accustomed to meet -on a co:-iion platformi to advocate the great
interests of Temperance, of the Bible Society, of French Evangelization and
kindred stibjects. Each seenîed bound to out-do ail others iii professions of
Catholicity and cpood-wvill. It lias beeuî rumored, however, that, as a general
thing, thc proselytising and gerrymanderirig process went on as be-fore. The
coml)arison of the différent branches of the Christian Cliurcli to the different
battalions of one army, contains an abominable fallacy (of intrinsîc amiibiguiy).
It is flot truc to fact in practice, however beautiful and plausible the
theory nîay be. Now, howcver, the advanced minds of th-, différent Churches
are beginning to push these professions of Ilbrotherliness " to their logical
issues-"I What do you mean, torotloer," is the question of tie day. If our
Ifive points " of divergenice are of such infinitesmal importance whcen corn-

pared with our five h undred points of agreenment, can vie flot give practical
effect to our theoretical unity ? If this be true, then, surely vie can trust one
another s(. far as to divide the territory-as Abram aiîd Lot did-in mission
fields, and thcreby reduce spoliation and heart-burnings to a minimum. This
question of practical unity ainong the churches is loorning up, and wvill not
Ildoîvn." Thus, the practical character of the age is favorable to the cause
of Christianity.

(2). But this is also aprogryessiveeage. Marvelous tings have been accorn
plished. The progress of events and the advances whlich have been made
have been so steady that vie caiî scarcely apprehiend the full truth of this
coirimonplace statenient. Could Bacon and Newton corne back, w'hat aston-
ishing sights would thcy behold! But hoîv is Christianity to fare in viev of
this fact ? Is it to be left behind in the race? In answer to these questions
one lias but to rernember that Christianity has seized upon every elemient of
progress tlîat lias appeared thus far. It lias allied itself wvith every thing that
has entercd into the progress of mankind. It lias ever been found upon, the
line of ail that adornis anid elevates the race. It lias seized upon the piinting
press. It lias laid hold of the results of scientific enquiry-so far as they
have bcciz veiifiéd. It lias claimed kinship with ail that is truc and self-con-
sistent in philosophy, and it is a public fact that it is still in advance of them
ail. The presumption, therefore, is tlîat it wili continue to do vihat it has
donc in this respect, from "lthe beginning of the creation of God."

(-). Moreover this isalso an inguisitiveage. The Scientific Spirit is abroad,
the spirit of enquiry and of independent thought. If we wvere to believe cer-
tain truckling newspapers and thoughtless wvriters in the Nartit Anzcricaii
.Review, vie sliould be utterly discouraged in viewv of this fact. But how


