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President’s Message.
Gentlemen and Fellow members, ~

You have deemed it wise to confer

on me the highest honour in the gift of the
association. While such a distinetion was
never sought by me but one which I have
frequently refused to contest yet T am not
insensible to the dignity of the same and
the duties and vesponsibilites connected
therewith. [ desive therefove, gentlemen,
to thank you for the honour and I assure
vou of my greater pleasure in acceptance
since my election by acelamation leaves no
defeated candidate.

As the official report of the annual con-
vention is not yet published it will of
course Le premature for me to offer any
suggestions or critical remarks for the ben-
efit of the association, I may venture to
say however that the election campaign
through which we have just passed has in
some respects been the most closely con-
tested in Canadian philately. And indeed
such a contest may not be without advan-
tage to our society. But when the results
have been finally declared let all election
tuctics oease, every difference be forgotten
end leb one and all close up the D. P. A.
ranks and march oaward for another suc-
cessful year. We Canadian stamp collect-
ors are not banded together merely for the
running of elections, the holding of office
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and the making of & few dollars on the part
of some.  We have a higher. » nobler aim
than that,  If I may quote from the Con-
stitution we rather scek “‘to acquire a
kuowledge of philately, to cultivate o
feeling of friendship mmong philatelists and
to grive the muembers an opportunity to buy
sell and exchange stamps.”  However val-
uable all other nuxilinvies may be, if we
have not among us trac philatelic friend-
ship, our association is in vain, I therefore
bespeak on the part of the members a con-
tinuanec of the old D. P. A, spirit and even
a Jarger measure of vhat charity and free
masonry $0 generally connected with onr
beloved pursvit.  Lel it be borne in mind
that we all seek nat our own personal ad-
vancement bub the promotion and firm
establishment of & philatelic society in this
Pominion.

, It has always appeaved o me that there
should be but one national philatelic organ-
ization in Canada and that the D. P AL had
the vight to fill this position. But however
that may be, can we not by soaugmeit ng
our membership tn nctaally re this
ideal? We have alveady a prond vecord,
an enviable veputation; let us sce to it that
there is not only a continuance of the same
but also an increase of dignity and hononr.
Before we meet in Toronto convention let
us aim for the thousand mark. I waunt
every member to adidl two new names to
the regular roll duving the coming year.
Will you do it? Remember two new mem-
bers each before we moet again and thus
the thousand strong.  Let it be dons cuve-
fully, with due vegard to quality rather
than quantity but let it nevertheless be
accomplished.  Yours fraternally,

Raymond S. Buker, President.

Secretary’s Report.
Naw Meupass.

629. Chas. E. Derby, iimira, N. Y.
630. C. H. Alley, Box 275, Petrolea. Ont.
631. Chas. Steinhilpert, Chicago, Til.
632, Joseph F. Kraus, Auburn, N, Y.
633. Scott Baunnister, Wilsounville, Neb,
634. A Smitz, Thz., The HagueHolland.

The above will receive their membership
oard and Handbook on receipt of dues to
Jan. 1st 1902 amounting to 25c.




