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THEE AMIARANTH.

“Pardon me, M. Durand, but have you any
intention of putting yourscl{ in the ranks 7°

*Of putting myself in theranks! Certainly
not.”

“But, in short, would you accept of the
candidateship if it were offered to you 7’

“That is a serious question. The office of
Deputy would be a very heavy charge, espe-
cially for such a man as I. Only consider,
sir, if I were in the chamber, I should consider
myself the reprcsentative and champion of the
labouring and mercantile classes; and it would
be a rough contest, to endeavour to uphold the
rights of thosz whom the higher powers per-
sist in trampling on.”

“ And those rights could not have a more
noble representative, nor a better defender.”

“1 must allow that I should strain every
nerve to sustain them, being instigated so to
do, both by conviction and sympathy; forIam
myself one of the people, and feel a lively re-
sentment at the indignities 10 which I se¢themn
constantly exposed.”

“Well thon, sir,” said M. Daneau, “will you
allow me to add my name to that of the clector
who made this requisition ?”’

“By no means,” said the banker; “even
though I were disposed to encourage such a
requisition, I should not wish his name to ap-
pear prominently init. Hcis a good fellow,
but has, from imprudence rather thanillinten-
tion, suffered his name to become somewhat
blown upon in the mercantile world.”

“Itis through your kindness that mine is
preserved from the same predicament,” repli-
ed M. Dancau, “and it will make me stll
prouder of it than ever, if you deem it worthy
of being written at the foot of this letter.”

“Why,” said the banker, in an indifferent
tone, “I am aware that your namebeing there,
would induce many others, and if sucha letter
as that were signed by a corsiderable number
of electors, so that X might be assured that it
spoke the scntiments and wishes of many, in-
stead of one grateful person, it would have a
great effect in removing my scruples, and
might induce me to come forward.”

“1 promise you in two days two hundred
signatures,” said the builder, anxious to requite
in some way, the disinterested kindness of the
bankertohim. * Do youpermitmeto tryit?”

“#T am »fraid it would be a usclessattempt.”

*That is my business,” exclaimed Dancau,
quite clated at the victory he thought he had
gained over the modesty of the banker.

“Your business be it then,” replied the lat-
ter, smiling; “since you force me to this, 1

would wish it to be well understood that I aig
myself a child of the people. It is to the peo-
ple I address myself; it is from them I wish 1o
receive my commission, and it is for them1
am determined to use it.”

“They shall know it, sir, and you shall see
that the people are not ungrateful.”

“It is well, Monsieur Daneau; you areap
honest man and I can refuse you nothing ; yet
hide this paper for the present a~d say nothing
more on the subject to-day. Now let me shew
you my house and grounds. Asan archiect
you ought to take an interest in the former a
least ;" and thus saying, the banker and mason
wandered about for more than an hour over
the spacious and magnificent park, whick, being
laid out in the most approved style of land-
scape gardening, abounding with rare trees and
forcign shrubs, and watered with purling
streams and translucent fish-ponds, offered at
almost every step some new object of admire
tion to thedelighted mechanic ; until they cams
to the princely mansion itself, an antique strue-
ture, which had belonged to one of the oldest and
most considerable familiesin France, and whick
still retained the feudal moat and drawbridgeof
former times. Here, after having taken soms
hasty refreshment, the builder took hisleaved
the banker, cager to stir himselfin requital ¢
his unhoped-for kindness and condescension.

CHAPTER IV.

THe evening being arrived, found a bnlliaz
display of rank and fashion crowding the gaj
saloons of the Genoese marquis. Haughy
nobles and wealthy citizens licre met on nee
tral ground, yetnot without some jealous hear
burning on the part of the female portion ¢
both classes. The peeresses almost uncor
sciously preserved an air of distance and re
serve towards their less aristocratic, thougl
more pursc-proud neighbours; which thels:
ter,—fully alive to the indisputable claims d
wealth in 8o luxurious and extravagant &
age,—rcpaid by an air of defiance that drew
disunct line of scparation between the two par
tes duning the cevening. This conventiom
ling, however, though confined in great measis
to the fair sex, did not appear to be universal
observed cven by them; for the two persond
vtho, by their relative station and superior pe:j
sonal attractions, might fairly be entitled y
rank as leaders of the two belligerent paruey
wero amicably seated side by side, and engaged
in an animated conversation during the cary
part of the evening. The one of these, a 1!
rnd stdate looking girl, clothing the naturall



