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pebbles that create a slight ripple near the
side and are soon, lost in the full-flowing
waters of the stream. In this campaign
he proved himself a man of action, who
knew kiow to take advantage of a victory
gained over his opponients This séries
of brilliant successes in Asia Minor was
interrupted only by his visit to Gordium,
once the far-fanied Capital of the Pthrygian
Rings, wherein was preserved the chariot of
the celebrated Midas. An ancient prophecy
had promised the sovereigntv of Asia tohirn
who would untie the bark knot which
bound the yoke to the pole. Alexander
visited the citadel in whicb the chariot
was guarded, in order to endeavour to
acconiplish a task that had hitherto baffled
the efforts of the wisest heads. Some
historians say that Alexander drew out a
peg and thus untied the knot; others
maintain that he cut it with his sword.
XVhich of these versions is the true one is
a matter of littie import, ail historians
unite in statîng that the gods by a terrific
Storm of thunder and lightning proved
beyond the sh,îdow of a doubt that
Alexander had solved the difficulty. This,
incident, whicb appears so trivial to the
grave historian of our day, aroused
enthiusiasm in the breasts of the Greeks
for their great commander, because they
Considered him to be the favourite son of
the gods. Alexander took advantage of
these outbursts of fidelity and devoted-
ness to pusb rapidly forward ; city after
City opened its gates to the conquering
hero, and soon Alexander had arrived at
the very borders of Persia. TIhe count-
less hosts of Darius were being rapidly
Concentrated ai Issus. Alexander, with
his heroic little band of devoted Greeks,
fearlessly advanced to join issue with
them, and in one mighty onslaught over-
carne the insipid mercenaries of the East.
At the close of the fight Darius fled and
left bis treasures, bis wife, bis family, and
his retinue ir the hands of his conqueror.
Alexander, by this victory, also obtainied
Possession of Phoenicia and Egypt, almost
Without strikinig a single blow.

Then followed bis famous interview
wvith the high priest Jaddus of jerus&.lein.
lie intended to chastise the inhabitants
of the city for tbeir Ioyalty to, the cause
Or 'he Persian king, but the grace of the
Alrnlighty cbanged bis design as he recog-

nized ini the venerable patriarcb a person
who had appeared to nim in a dream and
promised him the empire of the East.
Alexander wab filled with such an admira-
tion for this saintly man that he not only
confirmied the privileges enjoyed b)y the
J ews, but also bestowed upon them many
tukens of his special favour, and ever
afterwards continued to be their true pro-
tector. After this short intermission from
military operations, Alexander advanced
to Arbela, and once more administered to
Darius a crushing defeat, The victory of
Arbela was décisive ; the three Capitals,
Babylon, Susa and Persépolis, surrendered
to himi, Darius became a fugitive and a
prisoner in the bands of one of (bis own)
generals. Alexander gave the Persians
no time to recruit and sbortly after over-
came Darius in another battle, i wbich
the Peisian troops were completely van-
quisbed and Darius bimself was murdered
by Bessus, bis trusted though treacherous
general. Alexander, having now sub-
jugated the whole of Persia, advanced to
India and became the. ruler of that far-
famed land. After this brilliant campaign
the vouthful conqueror of the world re-
turned ta Susa to settle the affairs and
governiment of bis immense dominions.

Having thus briefiy outlined the mii-
tary exploits of Alexander, it is ine *uîbent
upon us to give a short appreciation of bis
character. We shail consider himr as a
general, as a statesman and as a man. He
was beyond doubt the greatest general of
antiquity. 1le was noted for bis bravery,
intrepidity, and the ligbtning rapidity of
bis actions. When in a battie the fates
seemed to be against bim, and it appeared
that Tlckle fortune bad at' last ceased to
smiie upon ber favourite son ; by one
strategetic movement be regained the
prestige be had Iost, threw bis opponients
into confusion, and left thein dumb-
founded and utterly routed. Somne bis-
torians censure Alexander for bis rash-
ness; these, however, do not take into
consideration the peculiar circumstances
in whichhewasplaced. Tbey first establîsb
an ideal conception of wbat in their
opinion a general shouid be and then pro-
ceed to pass sentence upon Alexander,
according to tbis artificial standard.
Alexandcr's seeming rasbness wa, in
alinost every instance in. conforrniity with


