
A_ OR0 the last tliree years iL
lias beeti ny lot as a
priest to accompany a

Sbrother priest on a ilis-
sionary trip to the shanties,

.3i. e., the lumber camps, of
- which there is such a great numn-

ber along the Ottawa River and
and its many tributaries. Our

voyage %vas uip the Black River and the
River Coulonge. If you look at a good
inap of the Dominion of Canada, you
shall sec that the Ottawa River lias its
sources towards the north-east, near tiiose
of the St. Maurice arnd the Gatineau. 'l'le
Gatineau flows south, and at its rnouth is
no doubt surprised to nîeet w'ith its old
friend the Ottawa, witli w~honi it parted at
its very fouintain-head. 'fli St. Maurice
takes a course w~hich is also, on the wlîole,
a southerly one, and empties into the St.
Lawvrence, at Three Rivers. But the
noble Ottawa, in direct opposition, as it
were, to its final destiny, proceeds froni its
sources in a direction which is, for a
great distance, towards the W\est. 0f
course, it afterwards bends to the South ;
and when passing Pemnbroke and Ottawa
its gerteral direction is towards the East
tili iL enîpties into the St. Lawrence, after
taking in on its way the Gatineau arnd
mnany other tributaries of its own ; so, if
you were leave the Ottawa flowing east
at Pembroke or Ottawa and travel north,
you should corne again upon the Ottawva
flowing west.. It is flot very far to the
south of this northern streani of the
Ottawa that the Black and Coulonge
Rivers take their risc. Then. draining
the country intervcning, they flow nearly
paraUi to, each other into the southern
part of the Ottaiva; the Black River at
t.he foot of Allumette Lake, and the
Coulonge, just above Coulonge Village,
the present terminus of the P. 1P. J. Rail-
road of bonuis fanie.

Lcaving tlîe parish in w'hichi I ami sta-
tioned, the Sunday aftcr Epipliany, I
reach that cvening the hospitable homne
of the parish priest of G-, Nvhose
comlpagnonL de 'voyage I arn to be. W
start thi following morning. Tlhere arc
three of us-the Rcv. Curé~ of G --

myself, and omm* driver. 'llie latter is a
lhabitant, varniîly claci ini honiespun. 1-e
is silort and stout, not over prepossessing
in looks, btit a jolly, ý,ood, attentive mian.
On the back of thie collar of bis coat is a
large capue/n, or hood, with wvhich in a
daintier forni otir snowshoe clubs are
fanmiliar ; it is a very useful article of
clotlîing for anyone that mnakes a trip to
the woods in winter, as it admirably
p)rotecus the lîead and face against
the cold nortb or the cutting east wind
that drives the snov and frost into the
face of* the traveiller, especially on some
of the big lakes over whichi the road
runis. Our driver is himiself an old
Voi'ageurj, famniliar with ail thie usages and
customns of the shaniy. W.ýhen in a l)cr-
fect lab)yninti of roads, lie can unfailingly
detect the one tuai leads to the shanty.
He cari sing a song, crack a joke, smoke
a pip)e, or take a coie,, withi the bcst nian
in the ]and. Such is our guiding anc'cl
through the wilderness; and a very pains-
takitng, anid attentive one lie is. 0f nîy
comirade and myself, I must, of cotirse,
sa> nothing: the reader will take it for
izranted that " we are both bonourable
nien.»'

So we jog along for five or six iveeks,
tilI ou r wvork is at last over ; nîost of the
time in good humour; going from one
shanty to anotiier; now crossing over
froni Black River to the Coulonge, and
back again ; now crossing and re-crossing
eachi of those strcarns till we scarcely
know on which side wc are... A
shanty is a rough cottage built of logs.
The interstices in the wvalls are stuffed
wvit1 nioss to keep) out the cold. Th'le
roof is nmade of scoqj5s. Split a log ex-
actly down the middle ; Ycoob out the flat
side of cach picce, leaving a thickness of
say two or three inches, so that both
picces ivili forni two longitudinal sections
of a hollowv cylinder; there yoti have two
scoops. Th'ese are placcd longwise froiîî
the centre of the roof to the caes, each
scoop lapping over on its neighbour like a
shiîîgle, and ail being laid witlî the convex
side alternately up or down. Or, raîber,
it is better to say that first a rowv of scoops
is laid with the concave side upward, and
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