
THE DANCING MAN,,IA.-Thie latest work issued in the cheap
formi of the Humboldt Library bears the above naine, and in its
pages presents sorne very curlous facts in connection wvith the
ýorigin andi nature of thie varlous epidleie dances of the middle
ages. St. Vitus' and St. Johin's dances of Gerrnany, tarantisrn
of ltaiy, the tigrretier of Abyssiniî, and tie religtious manias of
England and America, are referred to in order; thouo'h in the
last the author, Dr. iHecker, woulcl certainly find some opposi-
tion arnong Mie historians of early Methodisi. A few reniarks
in reference to St. Vitus may prove interesting. A Sicilian
youth, martyred in 303 A.D., his Lame developed af ter his death,
and tradition honored hi-s memory and ascribed to hinm iniracu-
lous powrers, including bhat of being able to cure the dancing
mania. Ris shrine, therefore, in the early part of the lifteenth
century becamie the resort of hysterical crowds of tie dancing
maniacs of Strasburg. Starting at -first frbmn the wild, long'-
continued, bacehianalian revels of religious feasts, tie epidemic
spread wvitli wonderful rapidity, until in a few years every
town of south-western Germiany became the scene of shrieking
,crovds of maniacs, who leaped and shouted until, falling in
,convulsions, they swvooned away, only to revive, and with
foaining mouth rejoin the mob. Ouriosity attracteci croivds of
spectators, wvho were irresistibly drawn into the mad dance,
and the malady soon rendered themn powerless to retire. The
ehapters cive us an insiglit into one of the most horrifying but
interesting phases of human nature.

GENERÂL GRANT AND HIS ]Booi.-The General began to work
at lus book abniost immediately after thie Grant & Ward failure.
He wrote the lirst volume and one-third of the second with bis
own hand, -wvhen bis sickness becarne s0 severe that death xvas
hourly expected. U-pon bis recovery hie requested his publishers
to furnish Iiim with a stenogrraplier, and then every morning lie
dictated hbis memoirs for an hour, and sometinies nearly two
lîours. lUis dictation wvas very rapid. Sonuetiines hie looked at
the few notes lie had pencilled on brown manilla paper, but
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