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INTERESTING ITEMS ABOUT JAPAN.

In Japan thoro are no cows; the Jaoanese
neither drink ni 1k nor eat meat. Th.3re are
but few horses, aiîd these are lImported
mainly for foreigners; thero are but fowv dogs,
and theso are noîther used as watchdogs,
beasts of burden, nor ln hunting; there aie
no sheep, and wool la not used ln clothing
-- silk and cotton being the staples. There
are no plgs; pork ls an unknown article of
diet. There are no goats, mules, or donkeys
ln Japan.

Twice a year the adherents of the Shînto
taiti ln Japan eut small figures out o! paper

and tbrow thom ia the river, the idea boing
that witii the Immersion of theso figures
their own sins arc wa8bed awy.

The Shinto priests of Japan scrupuiously
practico eleanliness ln tiîeir religlous service.
Their garments are always spotiess, and
they even bind a. slip of paper over their
inoutlis so tlîat thoir breath may not poilute
the off ering.

Japan clainis the oldest wooden building ln
the world. It Is a log storebouse ln Yara,
that Is now used to shelter some o! the niik-
ado's art treasures. An age of one thousand
two hundred yoars is claimed. for IL. Some
of the logs are noarly worn away by weath-
or.

ciline.-s alutttionig, h)oiviig and 8lînkiÎlg their own ii hndi.

A STORY 0F THE BLACK FOREST.

Many years ago a worthy old pastor lived
in a «village near to the Black Forest. Ris
Ilfe bad been spent in dolng good aniongst
is people, and now lie 'vas cnlmly walting

for the summons to corne from lits «Master to
enter upon his reward.

Ro was, however, anxious once more to
see is sister, and place inalier bands a small
sum o! money lie liad saved for lier. H[e ac-
cordingly set out one briglît autumn morn-
lng, hoping to reachi lier homo by easy stages
before nightfall. Fils path lay through a
portion o! the forest.

As lie drew near to the enîd o! bis journey
ho was startled and alarrned on seeing hilm-
sol! siffldenly surrounded by a band o! foerce-
looking men, wlîo Immodlatoly drnanded lies
moîîey.

At once hoe gave up is travelling bag: tell-
Ing tbem to take aitl be had. The chie! of
the band askod hlm roughly If hie had any-
thing more with hlm, and hoe answered,
"Nc Il On hearlng this tlie3 lot ih go on
bis way, and hoe soon fouriff iimseif on the
outskirt o! the wood, and near to is sister's
cottage.

Ho bad almost reached the door, when a

189ýs


