
OUR RELATIONS I.VITII TUE UNITED STATES.

country ? The arrest of McLeod cannot but
be Iooked opon as a beriouis breach of those
friendly relations %%hiclî hase bu long and hap-
pi [y exitited hotn cen the W u vcuuntriec., and lias
caused a feeling uf dititruz-t to enter into tht,
breasts of grave and thinking nî.-n, %%lîobe
practice bas ever been to cultivate a guod un-
derstandingy with the United Sta.es, nit only
front motives of interezt, but froia feelings of
inclination and duity ; iii- n, %vit would flot
hitherto, believe finit a country, the pc:rîtanncy
of' whlose establishmaent.- %vas btili a lirublemi,
would preinaturely and wvit'ully endanger
tbem, by a direct departure from thobe ju:.t,
moral, and equitable principles i0h4ch alune
coula give theni securîty, and render tlieni
prosperous and happy. WVar, and itd probable
results, wve regret to obberi c, are nuw ficd.y
and even carele,.- dizýcusýed by otîr republitan
neighbours, and the belligeretit bpirit encoulr-
aged, instead of denounced, by many of their
statesmen, journaliatF, aind re% teu ers; their
xesults calculated ivith conmmercial, if not % itah
lagical precision, and the downfall of B3ritish
dominion in America foretold as a neces:5ary
consequence of' hostilities between the tu o
cauntrieo. But lot us refiect for a moment
upon theprobsble efi'ects of tiuch an unnaturai
contest at the present juncture of affiurs, and
sce howv far the Amerîcans are jubtified in coin-
ing ta this habty and absurd conclubion.-
England is confessedly at tis moment tue
mo5t powerful nation on the face of the globe,
famed, as Monsieur Thiers %%as compelluid tu
admit, for the extent of lier resources, spirit,
perseverance, and indumitabie courage.

Imagine this power, that but recently bid
defiance to the whole %vorld, now at. peace wî,,h
Europe, comîngr down in lier niught againat the
weak and impoveriblbel Stateb or' the great
Republicaxi Union! XVhat, we ablk , would,
what muet be the result of aconte ,t so fi3arfilly
unequal? XVe do not %% îbh to bc nîibunderbtood,
-wve have no debire to induige in unncce.ss-ary
refiections upon tlîe weakness of our neiîgh-
bours, nor ta underrate their power, and trnjny
admirable qualîties as a people. We grant
tbem brave, enterprisîng, energetic, fertile in
the invention of re-ourcc.ý, admirable adepts in
the discoveiy of cxpedients, and, upon the
whole, faithful aaid attached to their Govern-
ment; nor can we close our oves to thle splen-
did prospect of their future greatuess, if they
wiscly cultivate the arts of peace; continue ta

uýiscewnat0 education amongst thoir citizens;
tu e.\tend their commîierce, and develope t.xe
'%ast rcbourceb o ie iiieu t beautiful country,
inatead uf indulgèng, in w ild % tztun2of terLtorial
aagrandiciii..ti aîîd fanciftil schemes of con-

wteý ihili can never bie rcalized; but we warn
theni ab cliribtians, %,.e caution theni as broth-
cr.., de cended froni une cuitinion ::tock, againsi.
tlic fuily, the niadnes, of pluanging into difficul-
tiei %% th a people, the genitus of whose consti-
tion i.-i lieace, but %% hu.e i.nited aria can huri
the tîjuinderbol. of unr %va V er ific and doeo-
la.ing cifect. We liate wvar! As tnoe great.
Lord Cldrendon sayi:-" 0f aIl God's judg-
mîent., %%ar is the inut. terrible, the most de-
tructive. It breaks in lîke a hungry wvolf. It

trainlies upun ali jîîdîce, and subdues ana
extingui-heb aIl naturai afixctiuns, and contenins
and trîumnphs oer religiun itselff" We love
pcace, for %%it1hout it happincss is but an emlpty
name, but %w e love our country botter, and that
%vi.e Providence who, has inbtilled into us a
debire for happiness,ý and an aversion to niisery,
lias aiso imparted to us a spirit of resistance,
the mioral oporation of %ihich establishes and
conbulidates the exibtence and power of
Empires. A principle which leads us ta main-
tain tliobe social and political riglits, which the
saine Pro% idence has enabled us to acquire by
the exorcise of our moral, physical, and i. tel-
lectuat faculties. Recent events have in soet
deg,,ree aroused this forcible principle of aur
nature. We have witnessed the slaughter af
our peaceable fellowv-subjects by armed ruffians
from tlîe neighbouring States, who, baving
e;scaped by flight the immediate punishment
due ta, their crime-Q, openIy and at large glory
in their înîquîty in tlie presence of American
citizens, %% abhout a voice being raised in reon-
stranco aad denunciation agztinst theni. We
have %% tne:s.,ed at homne and in times af peace,
ail the calamm..ics and tsufferings of war. We
have been aur fellowv-subjects abroad arrested
and imprisoned tipon charges, not ar'ly indefen-
sible at common lau', by reason of the infamous
characters of the depontents, but in palpable
opposition to every prîncipie af natural na
national law. Ail tlieso things wve bave hith-
erto borne, but the consequences Lhey involve,
it miust be confessed, are of a serious1y grave,
portentous, and cample-x nature; stili we look
ivith confidence tou ards the goa sense of the
great masses of the Amorican people for a re-
newed spiri:t of' conciliation ana goçd wilI


