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TI1E TRADER.

from timo to timo upen it, and it was ox-
hibited for their joint bonefit at his house,
the Cuach and Horses in Fenley Streot.
On ono occasion a lady, an actress, called
to sco it, and pressing it enthusiastically
to her bosowm, exclaiming, *“Ob, my
Shakespearo! * sho broke it into two
picoos. I{ was clumsily soldered by a
tinsmith, of Stratford, as is nowappareat.
Smuth nover being able to repay the
loans, cventually gave up all claim to it.
After lying quiet for some ycars it was
bought by its prescnt possessor, Mr. Jobn
Rabone, of Birmingham. Besides tho
fact of the brooch having beon fuund on
the site of Shakespeare’s house, Now
Place, the peculiaritios of some of the
letters engraved upon it tend to show
that it was coeval wilh his time. The
letter W with the middle members inter-
laced. as socen on tho brooch, was very
much in vogne in tho sixteenth and the
beginning of tho seventeenth centuries.
Shakeapears's signet riug in the Stratford
Muscum has this interlaced W. At the
samo poriod 1t was a common oustom to
join two letters togother, as T and B
or H and E, and in tholines on the stono
over tho poet's grave invoking proteotion
for his dust and malediction on those
who disturb bis bones, occur two crsea-of
this kind wbere T end H are jomned,
having but two perpendiculars botween
them, On the brooch tho three letters
H. A. K. are joined together, the second
member of the H and the first one of
the K doing duty, ewh for its own
letter, and standing for tho two members
of tho A as well. An example of three
lettors being joined together occars in
the lines uvder the bust of the poet,
commencing, “ Stay, passesges, why
goest thou 8o fust ?” and thero the
T H E aro joined together, the upright
wembers of the T and E standing
also for tho two of tho H It is
curious that these instances of triple
lotters should ba on the brooch and on
tho tomb, both bo connected with Shakes-
peare. In 1864 tho brooch was submitted
to Mr. J. H. Pollen, then of tho South
Konsington Museum, who wrote that he
*¢ saw no reason to doubt its antiquity or
the description which accompanied it.”
And reoantly, or iis acquirement by its
present owner, Mr. J. W. Tonks, of the
firm of Mesars. T. aod J. Bragg, of
Birmingbam, who bhas had frequent
opportunities of studying specimens of
of ancient jowelry and decorations, said
ofit  “ Thoe ‘cutting’ 1s French, and of

a primitive mode no! gencrally practiced
after tho Restoration, and the stylo of
tho ¢setting’ is that of tho sixteenth cen-
tury. The brooch has every appearance
of an antiquity bringing it at least as early
asthe time of Shakespeare.” Confirmatory
evidence of the antiquity and tho period
of the brooch is afforded by a number of
spocimens of silver Lrooches marked
*» Luckenbooth Brooches of the sixtesnth
Century” recently added to the Mussum
of the Society of Antiqueries of Scotland,
Edinburgh. They ars wostly in the form
of a leatt, or contain a heart Wwithin
their lines, and to some -of these the
Shakespearo brooch bears a striking
resemblance. Thero is no doubt of the
antiquity of these brooches. Tho Luck-
enbooth brooches wero of French manu.
facturoe, the salo of them being chiefly iv
Edivburgh at tho Luckenbooths, or
wooden shops closely surrounding -St.
Giles's Cathedmal, whence their name.
It is noticable that all thoae, so far as is
known in the pocsession of private in-
dividuals, camo from Scotland. A
clergyman in the neighborbood of Bir-
minghum, the Rev. W. K. R. Bedford,
rector of Sutton Coldfield, has one of the
samo pattern, and with the same number

of -stones 8o the. -Shakespeare -brooch:

It was formerly possessed by Charles
Kirkpatrick Sharpe, Esq.. au intimato
friend of Sir Walter Scott, by whom it
was always regarded as a valuablo speci-
men of o Lookenbooth brooch. Shakes.
pearo in the second part of King Henry
the VI, Act 8, Scene 2, makes Queen
Margaret, in recounting her dangers cu
the sea, say—

I took a costly jowel from my neck—

A heart it s bound in with dismonda.
That Shakespeare was acquainted with.
this particnlar form of the Liuckenbooth
Brooch_is clear from the above quotation,
and what moro likely than that it ;hornid
boa description of the ** jowel” ho himself
possersed. Tho brooch has been pabd-
licly exbibited but twice, once at the
Shakespearo Show in the Albert Hall
this year, and a few wecks agoat a sciree
of the Birmingham Natural History and
Microscopical Society, and on each ooca-
sion it was regarded with great interest.
Tho council of the Shakespearo show
requested Mr. Rabone to allow them to
make a fac simile of the brooch to be
worn as 8 badgo by tho officials. He
refused to allow tho back to bo copied,
but an enlargd copy of the front wss

. mado and worn at tho show with good

effcct. At tho eorieo in Birminghay,
abovo referrod to, thero was another of
Lioart-shaped Luckenbooth broochos wor
by a young lady present, it being des.
cribed 88 an heirloom from Mary Beatos,
ono of the * four Maries” of Mary Queeg
of Scots.-- LLachange,

THE PIRST LOCOMOTIVES

A ocorrespondent of the * Railroed*
sends tho- following interesting letter o
Winnipeg. Manitoba :—

Muv. Whitehead is tho oldest active rail.
way man alive: the last living hok that
binds the marvelous present to an anu-
quated past. As suclk his story 18 an in.
terosting onpe, especinlly to all railrosd
men. Heo was horn in an age wheo the
stago conch waa'the ouly means of over-
land travel, and when even the motion of
six miles an hour was considered danger.
ous to buman life, Robert Stephenson
was a} that time the engineer of the sta.
tionary steam engine in a Newcastle-on.
Tyne coal mine, and day-light was just
dawning on an invention which will make
bis name famous in all coming sges, and
which has already proved so great a bless
ing to the woxld. Abont this timo apph-
-cation~had~been-made~to—Parlinment to
constract a canal between Darlington and
Stockton, on Middleboro, a distance of
25 miles. Mr. Stephenson went to Dar.
linglon, saw Edward Pease, and unfoldd
to him the idea of o railway. Mr, Peass
was fully convinced of the practicabiiy
of the scheme, and through his inflaence
it was decided to apply to Parhament for
a charter to bmld a railway. It was foor
or five years beloro the charter was ob-
tained. It was a new thing and wany
were opposed to it. Another objection
was that the inventor was only a pocr
coal miner.”” Stephenson was examined
and asked how fast his now fapgled ma.
chine wonld run. When be replied from
10 to 12 miles an hoar, they regarded him
as a lunatio,

« Supposo a cow should get on the
track, " said]a notle lord, « what would
the consequence be? ™

+ It would be & bad job for the cow, :
replied Mr. Stephenson.

Mecantime] Robert Stephenson hd
mado considerable headway in perfecung
hisinvenuon. Ho built the first one him.
sclf at Newcastle, and called it * Loco-
motion.” 1t weighed about eight tonr,

liad four wheels, and walkiog beams like
18 lako or river steamer. A larga wooden



