3 LoCAL INTELLIGKENCE.

in overy undertaking that has for its object the spread become new creatures in J esus Christ ; others who
of Scriptural holiness and the well-being of out fellow- | have not yet been led to Christ have forsaken any
men. evil courses, nnd becomd clean, respectable, and decent

Thero i4 also a arked incieasé in thé attendanco at ! in their persons, howes, aid hablts, and ways of life;
tho public services, Loth on the Lonl's Day and on & while nuny, very many, gladly look forward to the
week eveninys, Sunday afternoon visit, and the new tract.

T have received into tle fellowship of the church a+ The worn condition of the tracts, and the general
larger number than any previous yenrof my ministry, * knowledge of them shown by the people, prove them in
except 1873, , almost every instance to have been read, or heard read,

Death has heen veaping his havvest too.  Fouraged | while such of the children who do not attend a Sabbath-
members of the church have fallen asleep inJesus dur- ‘ school anxiously laok for their little hook or card, and
ing the yenr—R. Mathews, J. H. Collett, Mrs. Bur- I express their gratitude, not ouly in the usual “thank
ridge, and Mra. Nickles. These all died in faith. * vou,” but by their sparkling eyes and smling faces,
“They are not lost, but gone hefore.” Every year | for to many of them, probably, thisis the only little
adds some to the death voll.  Who next is marked to 1 kindness they meet with in theiv early rougl, Lard
fall? Whose name will be nentioned next year as i lives.  Especially is this the cuse where the father or
numbered with the dead 7 This is known only to Him ' myother is o drunkavd, or the latter n slattern; too
who knoweth all things. But let cach ask, Is it I? i often there are angry words, a kick, or n cull, the
Ain T prepared? I feel that T have much cause to be ! rewnrd of their little efforts to amuse themsclves, or
profoundly grateful to my Heavenly Father for the plea- ¢ be useful, and the street becomes not only their only
sunt and profitable intercourse we lve hadin the past. ' playground, but their refuge from violence.

Nothing has avisen to mar the havmony of our meet- The sick visitors do not confine their ministrativns
ings, and now at the expiration of ten years, #s your, ¢ the Sabbath ; they visit their poor patients in the
pastor I can lovk upon many cvidences of substantial ¢ woole as often as time and circumstances permit,
progress. 'J]}C church-roll 1s three Limo.? as Inrge, the! beaving with them wmuch to alleviate their sufferings,
cofigregation is wore than double; so is the Sunday- | or comfort them in their infirities ; and now that we
school.  We have three carnest misssonaries ab work I | have a Dible nuse they receive constant attention,
the island, and a fourth preparing for service. We i qatil they are cither removed to another world, or in
have schouls buth in the city and in the outposts, and | God’s love and merey restored to health. Many have
through the blessing of Gud every year we lve been | gayge to be thankful for a bed of sickness and suffering,

' H vyt ) . 1 V. . ;
used of God in the conversion of precious souls to Him. & gjj1c0 it was there that God met them, and resenled

v 3 e vy ns(0) » e . “np s . . ...
To His great nawe we aseribe all the glovy for everand , yyto them their lost and ruined condition, and Jesus
U(ilf fithful ¢ trst in the fat the 1 their Mighty Saviour, able and willing to save.
you ave faithful to your trust in the future, the Jiorh intervals e the wintor "
aveat Head of the Church will doubtless make thc‘ -{“ b]lolt'll:lt(:lVl.ls q“““" the winter most of thuse
Church a centre of liaht and power in this land. Be | visited receive invitations to a musical or other enter-
ureh ad e}l' © ek PO for H ' but 1 tainment in the schoolrovm, during which ouly two
ready and willing to make sucritices for Him, but lev v g o0 qdresses ave allowed.  These entertainments are

us do all as unto the Lord, and not to men; andletus |3: 1., SN R ’ . )
be content to wait for our fl’lu reward when otyu* heavenly lngh.l) PeY ccmt'ul, and 500 or inore usually attend.
* I At first a hountiful tea was given unto them, but this

Master returns to carth. | privilege was so shamelessly abused by some that it was

OUR MEETINGS.—No. VII | obliged to be discontinued, and these cntertainments
. o ' ’ substituted.
. THE VISITATION SOCIETY.

During last year 4674 quartern loaves were distri:
This very useful socicty is presided over by the ' buted by the visitors among the poorest and starving ;
pastor, who bas for his committee the deacons, the ' fifty of the sick were provided with letters, which
menbers of the church committee, and the whole of | enabled them to obtain medical advice and medicine
the district and sick visitors. The district visitors , from one of the dispensaries, free of charge; 7,000
number twenty-one, and the sick visitors three, exclu- | small hooks were given to the children, several hundred
sive of the Bible nurse, who is a very real and present ! pamphlets to the adults, and 500 tracts circulated.
lelp in time of sickness and trouble. Tts members | Pecuniary help to the amount of £9 19s. 6d. was dis-
also consist of a superintendent, a treasuver, a librarian, | tributed in simall sums to those who were ill or in great
a secretary, and a very necessary coliector, since the | want; dinners provided for many of the very poor, or
society is entirely suppurted by voluntary subseviptions, | those recovering from illuess, and requiring nourishing
and an annual collection in the chapel. !food ; and at Christmas, through the kinduess of a
Under the leadership of their superintendent, the ' gentleman, 137 half-hundredweights of conls were sent
visitors meet in the chapel cvery Sunday afternoon at | to make glad and cheerful that number of homes.
three o'clock, whence, having asked God's blessing on ! Did spacc permit, many intercsting particulars
theiv labours, they depart, each going a separate way | might be told of individual cases of good done and
to his or her district, bearing tracts, which they ex- X reccived ; but their 1ecord is on high, and well known
change for those left on the previous Sablath, giving | to Him who delights to sce His children about their
little books to the children at hume, wid entering freely 1 Father’s business, and would have them go out into
into conversation with the parents and others, whom | the highways and hedges, the back lanes, fever-dens,
they carnestly desire to draw to the Saviour. By this | and aileys of our cities, and by gentls force and per-
means many never in the habit of attending a place of | suasion compel all to come in, that His heart, His
worship have become regular attendants, and some | house, His home, may he full of those whom His dear
have been rescued from paths of sin and shame, and | Son died to save. H. D. Isacke.



