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imposing etrenm; yet the tourist would feel [to obtain from the Hudsow's Bay Territory,

himecll well compensated  for his labour in
groing up thia river  The old  British fort
above Pembrokie, occupied Ly the respected
agent of the ludson's Bay Company, wlose
courtesy to strangers is quite notable, with
the Indian scttlemient close beside it, contri
butes an object of interest, and the ewmious
mafr sea much to feed their Jove of simple
and primitive manaer in the modes and
habits of the lumbermen,

1 was greeted on my return by a good
meeting on n week cvening convened by wy
estimable friend, Mr. Gourley, who was not
behind others in  all the manifestations of
grateful and leal conduct to his former pro-
fessor.  And I know not how 1 can say
enough of the attention of Mr. Wardrape, of
Ottawa, cspecinlly while I wasa kind of
valetudinarian on his hands, I may say the
same of the minister of Kemptville, Nor
must I omit, in what my paper only aflurds
to be a cu.xory way, to notice the three addi-
tional Sabbaths I spentat Kemptyille, Merrick-
ville, and Osguode. In the latter places, baving
the pleasure of recognising as pastors, well
received in important and hopeful districts
two pupils of Knox College, with whom I had,
besides, interesting ties of connceetion, inScot-
land. 1 must close with the notice of what
closed my tour for the present, my ministra-
tions at Massena in the State of New York,
where I repassed the St. Lawrence, to keep s
Sablath withmy good friend, also from Scot-
Jand, and from very Glasgow, Mr. Campbell,
of Cornwall.

AL W,

————
IMPRESSIONS OF A TWO MOXNTUS
MISSION; by Dr. Burxs,

Perm, C.W., Sept. 14, 1859.

Dear Mz, Eottor.—1 have not been able
yet to arrange the notes of my late Missionary
tour in the North East, North, and North "Vest
of Lake Stmcoe. This I hope to do on my re-
turn home; but, in the meantime, I send you
o small sketch of my impressions, and these
will, 1 doubt not, be borne ¢ ¢ fully by “the
facts of the case.”

Of these impressions, the decpest of all is,
a conviction of the vast importance of our
Home Mission field and of the peculiar call of
our Church to cultivate it assiduously. Ihave
all along had a conviction of this kind, but
never hus it beon so conclusively come to as in
connexion with the visits of this season, A
pumber of the townships visited were new,
that is, lately settled—little known--and
slenderly brought under an evangelical jnflu-
ence.  Others had been but partially explored,
and scantily supplied with the means of
grace, In many instances the attachment to
our Church was found to be very ardent, and
enlarging in its range. Not a few of the set-
tlers had been for yearsin the provinee, and
had come from other distriets where they had
cnjoyed the means of grace in some degree,
aud thus they carried with them, to their new
settlements, a thirst for the waters of life.
Morcover, the railways, the steamers, and the
new roads in progress through the country,
are ali most favourable to aggressive mission-
ary movements.  Such considerations are to
be viewed as 50 many sign-posts to the path
of duty. Thad at one time a stronger idea than
I have now of our call into the foreign field ; I
now feel that our own home field is foreign
enough, in so far as spiritwal progress and
advancement in practieal knowledge are con-
cerned.  The fields properly foreign, or Pagan,
whether in the east or in the west, may be
Jooked on as the preserves of older “und
wealthier churches, Not that 1 would thus
give up tho accessiovs which Canada is likely

These may all be retained by us as a noble
mission ficld, and ot Red River Colony and its
Presbyterian chureh, constitute our advanced

osta, Yen, the Abarigines, as far west as
Mackenzie River, may be taught to look on us
as their fathers. 1€ we have men and means
for more than this, that more will assuredly
not be wanting.

Another impression on my mind is, the great
want of copies of the Scriptures with the Psalms,
catechisms of all kinds,and religious books and
tracts, English and_ Gaclie. No man of ordi-
nary decernment and obgervation ean shut his
eyes to this, aud the rapidly growing educa-
tional advantages, create a J‘cnmnd for books,
What do you thiuk of one township, Mari
posa, with twenty school: 2 A well planned
and well \vroug?nt system of colportage is
loudly demanded, and three most suitable and
qualitied agents offered themselves to me at
a single poiut. Deeply do T lawent the coldness
of the chureh to this great olject, the forma-
tion of a religious literature within her Luunds,

A third impression is, the need of a thorough
literary and theological training in our minis-
ters ere they are settled as fixed pastors. The
universal cry among our people is--and a loud
ono too—come and visit ms in onr families!
The complaint of the want of this met me every
where; and I am convinced that our hold oi
the people lies in this. The infevence i3, that
a very solid foundation in the way of mental
attainment and theological Icarning must be
laid, and habits of thinking, composing, and
speaking must be formed and matured, before
o minister is settled for life, After thishe has
plenty of living subjects to deal with; but the
opportunities of deep thorough literary re-
search, and accurate consecutive preparation,
for public appearances are sadly limited.
Even our wisionary students find it diflicult to
do more thun keep what they have acquired.
Their position, however, is very different from
that of fixed pastors, and Presbyteries have
it always in their power to arrange for one
half of the week to be set apart for private
study, wholly academical.

A tourth impression is,the vast, the unspeak-
able importance of what our Yresbytcrian
fathers in Scotland and Ircland at the Refor
mation and the Rovolution knew and carried
out g0 well—commissions of visitation, and
superintendence of the churches. ‘This their
General Assembliescarricd outmost assiduously
from year to ycar, both inregard to places
planted and unplanted The congregations of the
commissioners were fully supplicd by the breth-
ren of each Presbytery, and the expenses paid;
but nothing more, I regard it as most desirable
that we should have an order of experienced
evangelists—their places to be supplicd in their
absence—and for a month or twoat a time, who
might visit the ficlds allotted to our young and
hopeful cetchists, or shed a cheering influence
over remote and unoccupicd districts, or re.
illume the bedimmed eyes of an aged brotherin
the ministry.  Without somethivg like this,
our Presbyterian polity is little mor. tian a
name. With it, fresh blood will be he ~and
there thrown into the system, and becon.e a
new civeulating medium of nutriment aud of
vigour.

Mr. Editor, I have more impressions to speak
about, but I don’t insist at present, Anticipat-
ing a sequel, I may just give one little article
of intelligence which may-amaze some readers,
and amuse others.  On Monday last, Mr.
Duncan and I regaled ourselves at dinner on
the banks of the  Mississippi,” on fresh pike
justPeaught in its noble stream,

Faithfully yours,
R. B,

THE LAW AND TITE GOSPEL.

The few suggestive hints which follow will
be founded on the Jatter clause of Rom. vi. 14,
“ Forsin shall not have dominion over you ;
for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

In cnquiring ns to the way of nceeptance
with God, the course which most naturally
yresents itself to man, blind to his own state
l- fore God, and ignorant of the character of
Lis law, i3 to sccure a claim on his favour b
keeping llis commandments,  And while this
doctrine is thus the dictate of man‘s natural
conceptions, it nlso npl)cm‘s to approve itself
consistent with the truth of God by directly
sceuring the practice of holiness  When we
make lifo the reward of obedience, we scem to
pregent the most powerful motive, and to make
the most effectual provision for it. The con-
ditim of God's first lnw was, “ This do and
thou shalt Jive,” and surely wo cannot seeure
its observance Letter than by enjoining on
mankind its claims and sanctions,  With re.
rard to this condition of obtaining life, it is to

¢ remarked, that it is indeed the principle on
which God acts towards sinless beings; itis
the law which God prescribed to our first pa-
rents betore the full, and may be with reason
proposed to all intelligent creatures who have
never incurred condemnation. But the error
li 28 in applyinrg this condition of salvation to
sinners, who have already failedin falfilling it,
and have been brought by itinto a state of sin
and condemnation. When a Jaw is given ton
being in such astate as this, it is not enough
to make life the reward of obedicnce; it i3 not
enough to gay, *“this do and thou shalt live”
Obedience, let it Le remarked, is notan external
thing; it is not the performing of outward
actions from any motive, or under any princi-

al. Obedience has its place in the heart,
Eolincss is the state of the mind and the affec-
tions, 1Itis evident, therefore, that any rule of
obedience which is really to secure obedience,
must accomplish this by implanting its princi-
ple in the mind, by presenting the motives
which can awaken the holy affections in the
heart.  And whatis the great principle of holi-
ness which must be thusimplanted ? even that
which is declared to Le the fulfilling of the
law, * love to God with all the heart, and
soul, and mind, and strength.,” That condi-
tion of Jife which alone can be the sonvce of
holiness, is, therefore, what will inspive love to
God ; if it effect not this, it may prompt to the
outward works of holiness, but is entirely in-
efticient and worthless with regard to that
reality of holiness which is alone aceeptable in
the sight of God, and without which no man
can see him.

o afford place for hope, and to give any
scope to the exercise of love to God, the law
must be evineed a8 in some degeee relaxed or
mitigated in its demands upon the sinner. The
question then occurs, to what degree ghall this
modification extend 2 This question, it may
Le aflirmed, has never been answered, nor the
extent of wodifieation settled ncuordiug to this
scheme of salvation ; so that we find in the
estimate which men form in regard to it,
every possible point of diversity in the scale
realizes, from the highest to thelowest. 1n
the limits of n short paper, we camuot, of
course, enter fully into the field of discussion
thus opened up ; we shall, therefore, but Lrief-
ly glance at it

Tet us suppose then, on the one hand, that
the law i3 conceived of nsstill preseribing a
high and difficult standard of requirementsi.
order to ncceptance with God 'This view
might scem at first sight favourable to exalted
attainments and high degrees of obedicnce.
But observe that the higher our conceptions
rise toward® Jhe perfection of the originul law

the nearer we approach to it <vadical defect as
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