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bave his nind ever harrassed with carcs, as to how :ofn guod assonment of theolugienl woths,—and . riage, or preacling in destitute loealiues around——
he shall with strictest economy, winle providing, yet the siock ot cut munistersia s department , and it 10 addiion 10 these druns upon lus resout-
all things necessary for those whe are dependent y can be but very meagre. he should also be able 0, ces, tume he sev asude tor conespondence, litle an-
upon hity, and doing justize to all mew—to make | adl occasionally 1o lus Lbrasy eome ot the more , deed i Lot atter preparation tor public duuce, for
the ends mecet; or that the e wlich ought to be y usctul worhs wineh sesue irom the press.  Buty nmassing koowledge, or for mental improvement.
devoted exclusively to his professional duuies, and | DACIOW CurLutisianees olien prevent tiey und con- | Tuis, huweser, ol the greotest importance that a
which in the circumsiances of tlis country, 1t i3y seqacntly teud i oy cazes W anduce sonetinng § nunister of the gospel * gove hanselt 1o reading,”?

peculiarly necessary should be entucly given to
these, should be encroached upon by mwe than
indispensable atiention to the ordinary cuncerns of
life, a result tu which in struitened Livtnsiances he
10 sometimes driven by inebility to corumand nssis-
tance, asat other times by the luudable desire of
saving eapeuse, in order that he inay be able
** provide things houest in the sight of all smea,™
orstill more, to discharge his necessary obligatioas,
and svoid thatinsolvency which is so often attended
with loss of character 1 other professions, und 18
feculmly prejudicial to usefulucss i the nnwistry.

speak not at present in reference to the station
which it is desirable that a minister of the gospel
should occupy according to the standard of living 1
the couatry wlhere an ordinary mechanic, if in regu-
lar emnploynent, will receive un income nearly as
large as that which itis recommended to the Com-
mission to diniinish, as if less, or any thing might
do for those disinterested and desuted persons who
seek not their reward in the world. Nor do1
speuk of what isdue to those wlho have speat a
large portion of their life-time at w university, in
order to qualify them for their oflice, aud that at
eonsudenble_ expense ; or to those who huve been
brought up in udegree of cumfurt whicia the sncome
referred to will aot co.nmand, aud who, if they have
fumllges,' must be often disturbed with the sull more
puntul feeling that they lave not the means of
even educatiug a son for the same noble calling 10
which they were bred, and to which they have in
8 manaer sacrificed their worldly interests.  Nei-
their do 1 at present advert to the scriptural prinei-
ple that *thelaboreris worthy of his hire,’ fur winte
that will find & respouse in the heart of every true
Christian, it may be said, even though all that we

ke sntelicciual waste vt dotumucy == sume pere ) both i sacred aad conunon hitcrature, the one
haps 10 siest the andivanon of Wie finest lacolties ) bang mdispensable 1o tes bunging tonde * tangs
wheclt i youtls gave fais prosmse of distinctivu—j nes snd old,** and the othier desimble 1o preserve
and 1 vlaers, W lane the pulne atractors ot the ) tos tacalies tron rusting, and 10 clesate amd amine
people to sk nto coufonnay il thentloctaal ) rn s chameter as o man of Liberal education.
hittleaess, of ncgleet of aught Lhe meniai culture | He elionld alzo bave time for acquang, thiough
aroumd then . all which proves s senous alstacle y the pubie prints, intuimaton regarding what 19
to the cilicicacy of the sunistry for wiile st morar § kg place 1 i owa day, which s not merely
quabities aud gpantaal gilts wineh pecoliatly fis fory 2 muonal enterinmment, but necessary w all pro=
tlus office, 1t 14 dessrable that a public teachier of | fessons, and not least su o the clerical.  Now of
rehigion e acqumnted as fur as posaible with the | he unprove 10 tlus way every moment he can
whole range ot hnowledge—be armed av all hauds | suateh 1 the intervals of professional engageinent,
agamst the opponents of the trath, vad be abie | there will be no wine left fur atending to ordinary
to excrcise an wtellectual sway over the numls of y avucations , ot o, un the other hand, he be com-
the people. 1t then, along with such denmnds | peiled by struiened arcumstances to betake hime
apou lus funds as those to which we have alluded, | selt to these, lngher pursuits must be given up to
st be taken 1 necount that the cotrespundence of ; the senous agury of the nunistty and of the
one i the situaton of & tmwister must itself be ats | chorch. The alieruatse, therefure, in this puint

tended with considerable eapense , and il he s to
make any prowision for a famly by insurmnce or
otherwise, 1n case of premature death, and it 1s
quite obvious that the livings o our numsters do
not admat of thear directly saving and laying up for
the eval day, 1t wall be ceen that nearly one half
of lusancomne, even without reducing itbelow £100,

of view, if the Synod’s recommendation be adopt-
ed, rests between an ignorant and inefficeent, or a
starcing Ministry ; bute—

9. ftis not merely the amount of time which
i1 these circumsiances may be taken up with se-
cular pursmits, and thus eubtracted Grom what
anght to be given to the work of the Minisiry,

will be unsutbed beiore any thung s dune towards that i3 1o be complatned of , there 1s also a dissi=
turmishing ns hou-cy taitaming Ins funidy, or | pation or inpovershiug of the nund wiich goe. on
educating his chadren. —a seculaniztag of the whole man—which une

It the remander be too much, as the Synod's | hingesand  aunfies b for the nghe discharge
recommendaon would inply, let all who undersyof the duues of lus calling. The bud effect
stand the matter, o5 are capable of considering at, | of men attempung what docs not propesly full
judge. But stll let us louk a little further snto{ within ther owa province, 18 so well understood,
the subject aud examine the consequences winch  even 1a the mechanical branches, that the phrase,
st wevitably flow from such a proposal, it cars | ** the hand 15 out,** 15 almost proverbial for incapa-
ned out,  In these citcamstances a ymnster’s | city 1o adapt oneself to what is generally easy, if

nnd would be labie to be harrassed,or sts strength ¢ not naturt, and she remark applies with double

contend for was gained, that f the object of thase | wasted in ever renewed and pres«ang anxicties re- furce where the transition 4 lrom manual to mea-

who undertake the work of t
sggrandizement, they have at least in this country
snd in reference to the commumty at lurge, mistas
ken their profession,

I do not argue the question |

duty, nor is 1t lis natere, when so pressed,
’wholly 1o exclude from his thoughts.  Aad then
mdependently of the impropricty of such a state of

he ministry be worldly | garding wemporal thags, which 1tis nesther lusy tal employment. Jumay be ignomanily or affect.

saud, that a change of pursuit is beneficial,
these referred to,
Bat it must be

{ ediy {
y and that such antersuptions as
| prove  salutary recreations.

oa these grounds, 1 mercly crave those_who tuke | matters, he cun bring 1o bear upon hus antelicctual | recollected that there is a vast difference between
an interest in the support of' the imnistry, or 1 | pursuits or professiounl labours, which require all | he amount of exercise which 18 necdful and vo-
other words, of gospel ordinances,—to examine the , the calnmess, undisturbed composure, and equan- ; Juntary, and that, which circumstances may de-

Cise, as & matter ol mere caloulation, and see how
suy thing less than £100, and it dues not yet ap-
pear that even that will be guaranteed if the scale
be lowered,~could enable one having the demands
upon him whicl, a miaister has, widi any decency
1o subsiat, or how even with that sum, he could
be saved froma vast amount of anxiety, lLard
management and self-denial,

Allowing that he is provided witl; a free house,
which is not howeveralways the case, it is surely
reasonable that he be able to command the services
of at le_uhl one domestic, i
teat with common propricty, or physically inpos-
sible, that all menial pscrv{:cs (ﬁ:\"('nlve u’;wn‘llzc
members of his own family, and yet this indispen-
sable object at the current wagesof the couniry
will require £10 10 £12 per anuum, exclusive of
Thea in order to enable a minister to dis-
charge his duties efficiently in the country, it is
xndglpe_nnble that he be provided with  horse,
which lnde'pendcntl_y of its original cost and the
purchase of the equipments nccessary to render its
services available, vill requirc several poundsa
year farkeep, But in addition to this, and besides
occasional itinerating within their respective
bounds, there are grester distances which many
of our ministers have 1o travel in order to attend
meetings of Preabytery which take place three or
four tiiues & year or ofiener, and of the Synod at
least once a year, together with various dutica
which may be devolved upon them by the chiurch,
either in the settlement ofnew laborers—attending
to the interests of congregations, or other public
services to which they may be deputed, and all
these are attended with considerable expease. A
minister's oifice again, requires for the full and cf-
fective perforinance of his duties, and it isn re-
ference 1o this that I speak, as an object ulterior
to his owa comlort—that he keep up an acquain-
tance with general literature and the literature ot
his profession ; he should therefore have it in lus
power to command some of the periodicals of the

or rather it seems inconsis- |

unity possible,only a mind dissipated and enlecbled
by what ought to gve hiw no unnecessary anx-
iety, Or af pressed between a sense of duty 1o

s the cause an which hie has embarked, and a regard,

, 10 the comfurt or decent maitenance of those who
are dependent upon him, as an outlet from Ins
difficulties oa the oune hand, he be desirons 1o ex-
pend a portion of his time, and some of his physi.

jeal encrgies on things not strictly professional,

this will prove disastrous to the Church 1z two
waya,
Ist.  Those who understand the matter will

,alow that the whole of 2 munster’s tune unbro-
kea is too little for lus peculiar duties, especlally

{1 a country hike tlus, where there are calls made
upon him every day which he canno’ answer. We
can venture the assertion that in the.se days, when
great demands are made, not only 73 to the amount
of labour which a wuster perforsas, but as 1o the
manner in which his public functions are dis-
charged, he could Lonestly and laborivusly expend
the whole weck 1n preparation for his Sabbath du-
ties. But when in addition to this, the first and
lighest duty, he has many others to perform,—to

attend a meeting of Preshytery three or four umes

a_year in orginary circumstances, and it may be
oftener, and if he reside ata distance from the seat
of the court, each mectng will require from him
more thun all the tume of one weck which can be
spared from pulpit preparation ; and to attend the
annual meeting of Synod, which will occupy twice
that time; then the dispensation of the Lord's
Supper twice a year among s owa flack, to-
gether with all the private duties atiendant upon
such solemn accasions, independently of assistance
given to brethren tn retura for labour received ot
these scasons, will take up two large portions of
tme in tae year; when we consider that if one
day of cach weck while he isat home, be given to
pastoral visitation—if allowance be made for calls
tecetved from members of his congregation, or
others on business, and calls made 10 visiting the

day ; aod admitting that he isalready in posession

sick, administering baptism, solemnizing mar-

mand.  If necessity be the mover, it may be
required when the body is already fatigued with
othier duties ; and few ministers in Canada enjoy
so sedentary a hite as to make 1t necessary to take
| exercise stmply for 1ts own sake,  Besides, if more
wiportant dutics be attended to in thewr proper
e, these calls to common affairs may be yielded
to out of season, or too late to answer the ead for
wlnch they were made.  Butf, to render thembe-
neicial, the peculiar tunctions of the wnnistry are
to give way to these inferior conceras, it is evident
how the cause of religion mnust suffer.  Bayondall
this, however, there is an expenditure ot physical
strength, particularly in the case of those who are
not accustomed to bodily labcar, wiuch is often
wyunous to mental cxercise.  All know that body
and mind act reciprocally on each other: if the
ane be relaxed, so 18 the other. 1f, then, it be
desirable, for the effectiie discharge of Lis public
duties, that the teacker of religion preserve his
powers in full play, there should be no unnecessary
waste, but every attention to keep them entire,
and minister to their strength,

Extraondinary demands aze in those days made
upon ministers, as to the manner in which they
acquit themselves1n public 3 ought they not there-
fore to have jusuce done them? If they have
much to do professionally, surely they ought tn be
excmpted at Ieast from the necessity of entangling
themselves with other conceras.  Istherace-horee
10 be pampered and kept free from the common
drudgery of lus species that he may excel on the
course ? and when all the energies of human na-
ture are taxed by the extravagant demaads of the
public, for whats terincd able and intellectual
preaching, is the poor iminister of the gospel either
to live in penury, or to be kept toiling—not always
i what 18 accordant with the main objeet of his
life, but oftentimes also in what has a counteract-
g miluence, and thus be laid under the Egyptiaa
task of *¢making bricks without straw.?’

The work of the minatry requires that those
whoengage in !* have full commaad of their time




