
ChaldeaniPq uiî, anî t-gyptiii!q, have euîiployedl otosie nd seng
in tho werahip of ilboar fetl-ue (OuI4 The Grock@ and Romaîans sang short
o'Ies in pralee of ibeir deilie.q; and thn rintilirn hnrbarinc, frnm tg
roînotest periodcq of their hiuîory', lie lied their Biards and Sknids, whan
emp)erd nnd ituht tige pe0p1<i !,.ereti tçng.%. 'Flic0 inwv., efier thoek

çleliver.inco freina fgy1î,, liraisudt God iii n triaimphl sog ; -mi we have
sororal iostncu. of the saoo cuiston in tho 011 etmntti David,
waith ailier hiy vioil, couîîî,osed tige Ilesimsn wilîi wero ilme4li ll e
riTpe Service. Now. sioce htymns% wcro sutgg to God by t111 ntions

from qeh A renîneo ntaspo:ljy, filture mis hav beon a re: neesigy fur
the practice. WVe concrivu thint lhymînec dont oîily nourinh. ii thie
~îpîîIr ioiind,ilîe glow of thuvotinn, And kutîdie the fire of a puire inspira.
tien in the hunaîîaî birui ; ill the oîchmîîlg of tîany voices loin0 on,- i an
aflbc:itig synîbal of the îîîîmty of failli, andsite îhm.Iîrisînny of feeling that
ouglit te pervadeo ecry hucart. hIlcîc, thîough thora re oiiaîoîîoîurabio
multitudes in llcaven,yet thîuy sing one @onz-lowingtgigot one comrmon
tritinipl is celehrated, moîi thit anc joy ravishges ovory hcart.

Christ Ioîiclsem havite ating the 01,1 Testament I'ilîns lifter the
ilSttitiofl andE clelsation of the firat Comnmnion ; Ille evingelint
Niattliow informas os, ulmat Christ giong with liii disciîîlos retirett t0 the
Mount of Olives, and that they sting a hygon.-MnWtthew xxvi., 30.
This wal; cvidently 'ano of the hymns conîposiîîg the Rreat llll, ex-
tendiî,g from the i l3îh toa h 18ch Pealm, inclusaive, wh ich were tisually
sang Rit the. Fosse of the Passover. The Christian Church, aise, @coins Io
have been founded on the mollet nf the lewi@h Synagniruo ; ani, hene,
it in probable that the carly Chrietians eting tho Psialnt which hall bectp
previouely used in the Temple Service.

But we cotend thnt hymane besidus, and in addition to Ile Poalma cf
David, wore auog in tho Christian Church. This is evident from the very
nature of the case. The introdution of the Gosipel tcm te have mande
a deep impression on the minds of the commiiiiity. The world was lying
wholUy in the wiekud one, and nakinîl woe aitting in the reginn and
shadow cf death. Tite Gospel was tiaddenly introduced, ne a rising soin
upen the. dense darknesc; and. conscqtucntiy, the strongeAt feelings cf
gratitude mu!t have hcon CxcitedI-fueeings ton atrong ta bce onfned in
the braser, and which would rinsurally id expression in aonge cf praie.
D.uring every perleti of dleep religins exeitumunt, the popialnr feelings
have fourni expreshion iii hymne compoeu for the exprens purpese; and,
theretore, reisoninit fromt analngy, wc contenu that Christian hymne
weld naturally spring up henide the Psainia cf Davidi.

But, en such an important itîbjeut, we arcet otiet ta more inforential
proef. Prom the abuse which eropt into the Corinthian Chîarch in the
matter cf pmalmody, we pereivo thttt agteor hymne wcre eing, cvon in the
spostolic aga@, thon the Ppaimît cf David.-l Cor. 14, 15, 16, 26. Tt is
hemô evident, frein the whole structure of the argument, that Paul dce_
net eontiemn the practie of every mon having a pqalm ani a hymn, but
.aimply the marner in which they ture sung. New, if neîhinq but the
Psalms of David had ever hîeen aîîng in the Christian Church, if la difli-
cult e cnceivo, how any min cotild bave had hi@ paim, or that ony
irregalarity coutl bave ever existed on the atîbjet in the Church. Bc-
aides, Pul domi net blaîine the uaie, but only the abuse ef private hymne;-
ein evitient proof titat they were perfectiy consisant with the spirit and
gen jus cf Christianity.

The singing of sacrcd songe la mnade, by Pati, an express injîanetion.
"Let the word cf Christ," Raya he, IIdweli in you rlchiy, in &Il wiadom;

teacbing and adinonishing oe anoîhorin psalms, and hymne, and spirittial
sengi, ainging with grucein yeurheirts te the Lord" Compatre Colo.q-
signs iii., 16, with EpheAlana v., 19. What la the distinctien te which
Paul hema alludeal1 Are ail the terme employed, excluaively applicable
te the Pialma cf Davidi The commun!itics of Coloane and Ephesus aeemn
te have been, for the moi: part, convêirted huathens; and, as ne explana-
tien is hiere given ofpsitio, hymne, and spiritual songe, theue early con-
voi es muet have undcratood gigolo, not as Iowa, but au Gentiles, and have
auiged te thuni the current signification cf the country. Now. a hyn
dif1rrd from a peairu in this respect-that white a psaini might b. cern-
poed cn sny religious aubject, and bu in any foim, meditative or didactie,
a hyrnn was exuluaively nddremed te God. Thé phrase spiritual songe,
,or, as the wcrd migbt be renclcrcd, apiritual ode@, are suraly a ;;pececs cf

ROp~lildifficrunt front the [*aime cf the Old Testament. The Ce.
htgiu ia ICIlîen nccusteaned,'in their homat etate, te Bing odes to'tiacir

Codis oamnd Lords îoany; andI, as glisfloguipheti fromn them, they are
note conianded te Fing to tlle truc Gad spirituial odes, as a nmnifeste-
ti-io <of thleir sp1iritua.-l nature.

Tt iq oint probl i liat th, Apostles wrete ciny hymne; yet le hic beeu
jtliotîght tiait P'aul nilaîCI' to cuverai Itymît in his epipties@. Tt has been
.Iserteid, doint the irst three ventes cf a hyîoin tire qiuntcd in Epheoians
v., 14 -A' Awnke thiuu ilint eleepest and arise front the dead, and Christ
1-1a-0 gire thoe liglît.'* '%%' have obvieîîsly another fragment er an
argelent lîynoisi it I Titîtothy fii., 16-"1 Witthaut centroersy, great la the
illysiery cf gu<iiacs; Golf w.'î.a îoaffliom in Ibo fle@4h, jusîiflud le the.
Spîirit, itetn of angels4, prenelacil tinte the <',ntiîce, hulioeuc on le thé
wUrld, receîved op loto glc,ry." T In te Relation, the Chîmruh in litaven
siogs a îîew cong iitiaiet froint tige l'saline of tiavi1 i ad that anil--
IlTmuii art worthy te t.ike tihelo, and to opentele 8calathoreof; ferthbu
wast sl.;io, nîd hast reduenaud us te Gcd by thy blIond, out cf every kie-
dred, andti ongue, andi people, anti nation ; andi hast made us uante or
Ceci kingea nd pristit, anti %-e shah reign on the carth." New, if the,
Chaurcl i n lieaven, cempoftcd cf ngul, andi the spirite ofiust men made
purct, aing ollier itengs thtan tige N'aluis cf DavidI, why should net tii.
Chîîrch on earth finitait' thuir exampiel Tho redeenîcd in Hecavenanmd
ont carth are anc famiiy, ani why ahouid one dupoiriment cf the. family
lie confisied ta the Ilsulms cf David, white the agter gives free expression
t0 ilheir feelings in congs of praise, which are the more Immeudasî. andu
apontanoms effusion of the hucart 1

But tuat hyne were eung in the Christian Church froma the. earliet
agea tny be mnt uonelîasivoly proved fremo tho lestimeiny o' tbose
writers who lived nuit te the agaocf the Apeittea. Pliny, the. yeulogerb
when Rovumor cf Bithtyjîî, writing reospecting the Christians te the ego-
perer Trajan, net morc than thrce or four ycîirs after the death cf the.
apestle John, says, that Ilae Christiana Ilwere aeustemed te meet ta-
Cger, on a certain diy, belore iu was iight, and te sing a mnerited hyma
te Christ as te Ged."' Eueebius, who, lived in te 'Ieurth century, and
who emtbodlied in hl@ history fragmenta of atili catier wotks whieh have
isince periahled. when, givint an accournt cf more primitive times, «y--
,, fow miny pqalîns and htymne are thoraewhich were writterg by faithfi

breularun, priaising Christ As the divine Logos." And Ternadiian, who
wroe aboat thé ycar 200, when glving a description cf faînily worsiaip,
may-" Thnt liguas being brenght, every ene i. incited ta @log as he la
able, either from cacred aeripture,erfrom Ais ena composition.» TIes
patsosges,. from ancient writurs, clcarly shoew that hymne, in addition te
the Psalms cf David, were sung le the very earliest perioes cffige. Chris-
tdan Chureh. In fae, the ancient evening hyme, te whleh Cyprien la
theught te Rlhitie, in still prcaserved. Tt i addressed te the. Saviour, and
is as fellows :-" lestus Christjoyfiîl lighit afftige hoiy glory cf the. eteraxai
iieavenly, hely, blessud Fathur. Hlaving new cerne te thie actting cf the.
%un, lteheiding the evening lght, we praise the Father, and the sen, and
the lily Spirit of Cod. Thou art worthy te bc praiscd, O Son cf God,
with scred voicea, at aIl suansg, who givuat life. Wherefore tii' lg-
verse glorifieth thco.", Nowit surely cannot be aappeedtut if eetuing
wis sang, an thé early Churuh, but the PRalms cf David, tust hymea
should have beun introdmaced leus than a hundred years &fier the. death cf
tho apos;tieJohn. Thtis uinformi pructiue,in the second centuary,iedleau
a cuâtem stili more carly, and proves that hymne were sur.g even le the.
apoatolie age.

Thora h ise no kinCI cf sacred propriety that the. Christian Churc
should net be eenflned te the Psulm cf David. The. PadIma e.lobate
the praises of a ueming Messlai, and they do not centain that elear lighît
and immertality which have been revealed by the. Gospel. Thé. J*WMd
prophets did net always understand th. naeaning cf their owe predlicueansà;
fer théy Ilinquired and searcbed diiigently ashat, or what mauteer cf tirais
the Spirit of Christ which was In thona did signify; when ho testified,
beforchand of the. sufrerings cf Christ and the. glery that shéould follow!"
Now, ought we ont to take advantage c 'f the. clearer light cf the. Gosl,
and embody cur pions feeling in langaage more .xattly aedersuccd by
the vint majoritY cf Profetsing Christians 1 But it hu bi li id, that
we have an inspired Bock cf Psions, and net te use fi la pvft&nlng »h0
invent ions cf man te the. word cf God. Nowr, the. Bock of Padlia e=-
taina as many prayers ns hgYmes cf, Pr&lu; and, therefore, if we cgghg te
cinglin inspired languiage, why Otaght w. ne: t0 polsr in iîaopie fanguage

[Od.


