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° ’ CIRCULAR. 5

The importance of a press in the dissemination of religious truth is exceed- -~
ing great. ‘¢ ltismy conviction” siys an English periodieal, « that more will
have to be done thrsugh the press, tian by auy other means. Lectyring and
preaching are great things, but they aie uot the gieatest, ‘Uhey eai, doomething
which the press cannot ¢o s butthe press can do much which they cannot do.
Printed Jeaves can go everywhere. ‘Lhey can be maltiplied withoat end by the

ress,  Boulis and tracts.can travel at bitle expense.  ‘C'hey want nothing to eat,

They requireno lougings.  They run up and down like augels of God, blessing

all, grving all, and asiing no gin in return. You can print them of all sizes, on

all subjects, in all places, and at all howrs. They will wait men’s time, and
suit themselves to men’s occasions and convenience. They will break off at
any point, and begin at any momeut where they broke off. Aud though they
will not always auswor guestions, they will tell their story twice or brice, or
four times over, if you wish them. Aud they can be made 1o speak on any sub-
ject and on every subject they can be made w0 speak wisely and well. They
can, inshort, be made vehicles of all truth, the teachersand reformers of all
classes, the regenators and benefactors of all lands.”
Such.being the case, how important it is that such a powerful agent should
be most speedily and actively employed at some central and influential position
- in this great commonwealth, that it may elucidate truth, expose error, and dis-
seininate religious interest thronghout the whole community ! Syracuse is, we
judge, the situation best adapted to such an enterprise, and one of rapidly in.
creasing influence for evil or for good. In a very few years it has risen from
asmall village intoa city of some 20,000 inhabitants, and has become a radia-
ting centre ot commmercial. intelicctual, and moral influence. 1fan able, inde-
pendent, and temperate religious periodicad could be properly sustained at this
poiat, it would have more influence over the surrounding country than any other
agent we could employ, and wouid, at the same time. give more of permaneney
to the goud cause in which we are engaged than all vther means combined. In
view of ail these things we conclude 1t to be imperatively necessary ta establish
such a press at Syracuse as soon as possille. ‘I'he brethren whosigned a cireu-
lar some few months since avestill determined to prosecute thisefiort; and would
again first invitethe ¢ Witness” to remove to the above mentioned-place, and
it it cannot be induced to respond favorably to the call, we will takesteps to pro-
curea press {rom some other soutce. There is now a very general teeling to this
effect existing among the brethren, and those whoare more immediately engaged
in this matter would earnestly invite them to show their interest in -~ the most
zealous manner by lending a helping hand to aid in this most desirable ‘abject.
We pledge oursélves to use our uamost influence to sustained the Witness or
such other perivdical as may be started a1 the abeve place, and to give ita free
Aand.extensive circulation throughout the community. )

Ire, N. Y., 1850.
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THO’S, SPENCER, | ,
L:have left off several names attached to the above document for the
want of room. I will, therefore, staté, that at the general meeting of
thié brethren-held-at Dewitt, Ilaid the matter contaived in the above
«circular .before them on Lord's day afternoon ; and called for a vote:
«on:-the following.: .

» .



