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Freneh traders have before now visited
the country of the Neutrals, but we have
not heard of any other priest than Rev.
Father de la Roehe Dallion, Recolleet, who
preachied the gospel and passed the winter
of 1626 among them, The French who
were in the Neatral land at the time of his
visit, returned, having heard that some of
their companions in the remote places were
roughly handled,

The above mentioned Father, who une |
dertook this great jonrney, soon after his [
arvival among the Hurons, was not e«
quainted with their languaze, and, In'in\,.':
without an interpreter, he endeavored to |
instruct those around him more by sigos |
than by voice, as he himself related in one
of his own printed letters,  This ignoranee
of their language. joined to the lies which
the Hurons, who feared to lose the prolits
of the trade they carvied on with this
people, eireulated about him. prevented the
Father from doing as much tor the seiviee !
of God as he desired, |

Fourteen years after his return, two |
Fathers of our Society, who had eharge of
a Huron Mission, left St. Mary's November
and, 1610,  When they arrived at St
Joseph's, or Tean Austajae, the last town |
of the Hurons, where they were to obtain |
provisions for the journey. and meet the
guides, they learned that those who had !
promised to accompany them, failed to !
keep their word, so they had no other al- |
ternative than to address themselves 1o
Heaven,  After praying, Fathier Brebeaft
wmet a young man who had no intention of
making this journey,  Ido not know why
the Father addressed himself to him, but
he simply said:  ** Come with us and he
our companion.”  ‘Fhis young man, withs
out hesitating, followed them, and  res’

mtined theirfaithtal companion,  "Fwo of @ ¢

our Frenchmen went with them on their
journey 1o assist them, and trade as mers
chants in the conntry, for, without this ex-
cuse, the doors of the cabins would have
been elosed against then, as, in fact, they
afterwards were.  They slept four nights
in the woods and on the fitth day arrived
at the first town of the Neutral Nation, |
called Kandoneho, which they ehristened |
“AllSaints.” ; i

As they knew something of the ill-will of
these people, whose minds were poisoned |
with the lies and calumnies cireulated |
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among them in other days, they deemed it
prudent to wait upon the Chiefs and
Elders of the tribe, present their offerings,
and make known their intentions,  For
this reason, it was neeessary to wait wpon
the Chiet who conducted publie affairs, and
who was called Tsoliahissens  His town was
in the middle of the eountry, o arrive

fthere it was neeessary to pass through
‘;u(l)t-r towns and villages, the doors of

whose  eabing were elosed against  the
Fathers by veason of the fear which tilled
the people,

The name Eehon, which is the Indian
name of Father Brebeuf, was known everye
where as that of one of the most famous
sorcerers or demons that they had ever
heard of,  The hope of i prosperons trade,
however, at times pacitied them, and it was
owing to this expectation that the Fathers
were hospitably entertained at the village
of the principal Chief, where they were
compelled ta wait until spring for the
veturn of the wartior who was on the war-
path,

Our Fathers spoke to those who con-
ducted alairs during his absence: made

Cknown w them their desire to preach the

wospel in the conntry, and for this purpose
vished to contract an allianee with them,
In proof of the sincerity of their states
ment, they offered a winmpim helt of 2,000
grains,  The prineipal men, atter consult=
ing together, replicd that they eonld not
aceept the gift before the return of their
Chief, for, according to their enstom, they

s would be eompelled to offer gifts in return g

but it we wished to wait until then, we
were at liberty to doso, and give such ine
struetions as we wished,  Nothing, it
would appear. eould happen more appore
tuncly, for it gave the missionaries time to
onverse with the older heads, and to soften
the more angry spirits,  But, before they
began to preach, the Vathers decmed it
prudent to retrace their path and escort

their attendants out of the conntry, then

return and begin their duties, which they
did.  But now that there was no longer a
hope of barter, the Fathers were subjected
to a renewal of the ealimnies which Tad
confronted them on their arrival,

The Hurons had already told these peo=
ple that before Kehon entered their country
he publicly thus expressed himself: 1
will remain so many years, during which




