THE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.
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the church has failed sadly in this very par-
ticular,

However, the time is not far distaut whea
Pentecostal times sball come, and all orders,
institutions and benefit societios shall blend
in one happy, philanthropic assembly, to
bless mankind and relieve diotress as she did
in Agostolic times.

I f el a specizl nleasure in addressing to-day
a band of men uuited for such noble purposes
as this Order bas iu view, and I canoot he'p
regarding such united orders as so muny
veautiful rays of sunshine, gleaming out
from the ('z225 of Calvary, to lighten and
cheer tho sons and daughters of toil, trial
and dificulty with kind tands and hearts,
helping each other in the weary march of
this eventful life. These remarks, of course,
are introductory and general. I will now
rpeak more particularly of this Order.

However, before we do so, let uslook at
facts. It is one ot the common visitations of
this life for tho head of a family te i-s laid
down in sickress, and this generaliy means
a stop to his inzome, a temporary end to his
usefulness ; a cloud upon his heart, and dis-
tress in his home ; a demand upon the euergy,
the patience and strength of his wife. Now,
this noble Order comes to his help. A daily
vigit is mede during his illnass; medical atten
tion secured fireo of charge, and there is
handed vver five dollara every week; every
want provided for.

Again, another member of this Order may
be busily engaged at his lawful occupation,
meet with a painful and serious accident—
an injured spine, fractured skuil, crushed
limbs — resulting in amputation, perhaps
completely disabled for life. How acceptable,
then, to receive the kind attentions, the
specified provision of money to assist him
during his remaining life.

Or if we {ake simply the gradual ercroach
ments of age, defective sight, impaired
hearing, the fechle frame, the bent form,
leaning on his stali, slovily stepping along
in infirmity and weakness, to be then pro-
vided for by this Order with an annual in
como from 100 to 300 dollars to maintain
?im in declining life. How welcome such a

oon.

But sappose we take the worst case. Iere
is a man in the fulness of his manhood, un-
expectedly struck down and laid out in his
winding sheet, fted into his coffin, recriv-
ing the last farewell kisses of a groaning wife
ani sobbing children, borne away t» the
remetery and grave, leaving behind him a
desolated home, a broken hearted widow
and perhaps five, six, eight, or even ¢ n,
children. How acceptable the fifty dollars
of funeral money, and how much more accept-
able the amount of insurance, as the kind-
heatted delegates of tuais benevolent -Order
step into that house of sad hearts, and Iayin
the hand of the worn oot and exhausted
widow the bank cheque for one, two or three
thousand dollars. Oh, surely such help at
such a time'is the hest illustration of my
text. Whatsoever things are true, hounor-
able, just, pare, lovely, and of good report;
if there be'any virtue, if there be any praise,
think ujon these things.

But I must call attention to the prompti-
tude of this Order in the payment ¢f claims.
In most of our best insnrauce societies vhe
death olaim is not met with until the expira-
tion of three months, a very uniiecessary and
annoying delay ; but this Urdr comes to
the resome of the afilicted famiiy within 30
days or one month from proof of laim and
cortificate of death.

No doubt you will expect me to give some
spe-ific account of the previons record and

usefulness of this nobl. Order ropresented
hero to-day. I have, therefore, drawn buta
brief synopsis of its organization, cons*itu.
tion, history and present scanding.

ORGANIZATION.

In 1874 o number of members of the Au-
cient Order of Foresters fopnded tho Inde.
pendent Oider of Forusters, in Newar’,
New Jersey, by adding an en"o ¥ment or *n-
surance benefit of ons thousaid dollars to
the old aystem. InJune, 1881, the Supreme
Court, in sessien at Now York, resolved to
ch..oge the nanie of the Oider to the Un'ted
Order of Joresters, against the protest of the
Canadian representation. Towards the eud of
the sams month, the High Court of Ontario of
the Independent Order of Foresters convened
in Ottawa, and, by a unanimous vote, resolved
not to abandon the existing name of tne Or-
der, vut to teke immediate; steps to re-or-
ganize the Supreme Cowrt.” Accordingly,
on the 23rd July, 1881, the Supieme Court
was incorporated in Caunada, :with less than
400 paying members. :

CONSTITUTION.

The principal legislauive body is thus
known by tue title of the Supreme Court of
the Independent Order of Foresters; then
High Courts, Subordinate Courts and En.
campments. It has an. Executive Council,
comgosed of seven gentlemen of prominent
standing aud ability. All i's responsible
officers having the charge and munagem.nt
of its finsancial matters are under tonds of
security. It has also a Medical Board of
three phySfeians whoe» duty it is to review
all meSicul examioations iu the Order.

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTS OF THIS ORDER?

First, to provide finaucial relief in sick-
ness ~ free medical att¢ndance and five dol-
lars per week. Second, to provide for all
disabled members. Third, to provide an-
nuities for old age, Fourth, to provide for
funeral expenses. Fifth, to provide an endow-
ment funcf tor the widows and orphans of
deceased members.

I shall now notice briefly its progress and
present standing :

Since that small beginning it 1881, with
less than 400 paying members, this noble
Order has had a most encouraging and pro-
gressive caretr for the past six years, um.
ericaliy axd financiallp. Commencing with
less than 400 members, it hag stcadﬁy in-
creased, year after year, until it has reached
and now numbers nearly 7000 members.
This means an increase averaging over 1,080
members each year. Asan Order, you are
certainly to be congratulated on your numeri.
cal progress. But your financial advance-
ment is something remarkable, and reflects
the bhighest credit on all of your financial
officers. A% the end of 1882, the bank ¢-edit
of this Order was only ahout 88,000.0 *. Since
then, by its increasing revennes, it has
reached the princely amount of areserve fund
of $60,000.00, after the honest payment of all
its cash obligations and claims. Such pro-
gress deserves hoarty congratulation, and in
addition the record of its beneficial aid ren.
dered during these years, in endowments to
the widows and orplians of deceased members,
amounts to the handsome sum of$108,112.00.
I cannot but exelaim,-what an amount of
splendid service for-suffering humanity has
been accomplished by this excellent Order—
the Independent On'er ' Foresters.
$108,112.00 expcnded—not in public games,

: not in horse racing, not in boat regattas or

in gambling speculatizns, but spent in re-
lieviog hearts in the agoaiesof 1 ..%er bereave-
ment and distress; spent in making . the
homes of the widow and the orphan glal
with timely help . 1d nesistance. I might
say, with 1 aucieo* king: ** Almost, thou
persuadest me to be a Forester.

Now, if such is the past reecord of good
accomplished, what a great future lics before
this Order. With your i17serve fund of
£60,000.00 ‘vhich God Lus placed in your
honds, who can properly calculate the ex-
tent of relief yot to he accomplished, ths
distresa which will yet be relieved ¢ If that
$60,000.G0 -vere placed in the hands of tle
distillor, what would be theresult? Intoxi-
cation, peverty, crime, ruin aud death.
Again, it th.* $60,000.00 were intrustea tc
the hands of t“e Ferian brol..chood, how
quickly we should hear the round uf con-
spiracy, dynamite explosions, ruined Luild.
ings and murdered citizens, I thank God
that He has placed this financial power of
the money ulrenay crrended and yet to ha
spent, amounting in =1 to $168,112.00, in
the hands «f men barded together to blias
the » ™ ring heart with comfart and relief.

But just here let me add in vespeciful
deference to this Order, mush 8 you have
already done to assuage the grief and s. ow
of our suffering fellow-creatures, never let it
be forgotten that our best acts of kindness
and mercy ave under the irspection of
Almighty God who seeth not as man seeth,
our motives of action are before His eye and
1 sincerely trust, that your motives, gentie-
menot this-Order, are approvable in the sight
of the great I am.” How very solemn aro
the words of ihe great Apostle, *“Aadif I
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I
give my body to be burned, and have notcharity,
or love, it profiteth me nothing.” Oh_ how im-
portant it is to know aud be assured that
what we do for our afflicted fellow-men is
reelly done from a heart in love with God
and in love to our neighbor, and that this
may be tne case with youn my friends it is
more important still that vou be the real
children of God yourselves, by repcntance
toward him and a trusting faith 11 Jesus
Christ. The noblest and best Farcaterin the
world ir 2he man who bas his hears on God,
bis faith in Ckrist, his soul washed in the
blood of the Son vt God 'and the eye of hjs
hope fixed on Heaven, to such at trs great
day of rewards will be spoken these thrilling
words of commendation, ‘I washungry an
ya fed me, naked and ye clotted me, thiraty
and ye gave me drink, sick and ye visited we,
o stranger and ye took me in.” .

This is to be followed by the most glorioue,
the best, the highest, ti.. most digmified, in-
vitati n in all the universe, “Cdme ye bless-
ed of my father, ete.” o

I cannot close without expressing my owm
almiration at:-the marner in which you
humbly recognize the blewwsd God-as the
source of your gast p'ros%erity, us your last
report is wound up with: these significant
words; ‘*Neverin the history of our Order have

-we had so muck reason for congratulation and

thankfulness to ths Suprame Ruler of e
Universé for the great measure ¢f snceess ' Me
has given to our labor for- Ru: :nity,” This

oitleman i e-pecially- to be commended.

ou do not take the glory of ‘what has been
accomplished by-your Qrder in the past,.but
humbly and-rightfully give the glory to that
kind and merciful God who is the source and
authot of all goodness and from whom cometh
every mercy and blessing. May'God con-
tinue to shine upon your work, guide you
through lile, and lastly bring yon all into

‘Hisown galace of brightness, honor andim-

me tality. ' Amen., - .
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