
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

AN OLD ERROR ABOUT DENTITION,
13y 13,

A common mistake, cvn among some physicians, is to classify
the coincident disordcrs of tecething as pathological. Tecthing is
a normal physiological dcvclopmcnt, as nuch as child-birth. It
takes place at an age which, for many reasons, is subjcct to a
large number of discases. The first dentition gencrally occupies
the flrst two ycars of early infantile life, a period in which the
child is peculiarly liable to numerous diseases, some of them of
a dangerous character. Mothers and nurses werc in the habit of
anticipating pathological resuilts evcry time a child was erupting a
tooth. Pale and anæmic children were brought to the physician,
with the belief that thcy were anomic "because of their teeth,"
whcn there was clear clinical evidcnce that a slight catarrh of the
intestines had been overlooked, and had dcgenerated into incurable
ulceration uf their follicles. To tcething it was not uncommon to
attribute inflammations of all the external and internal organs, the
brain and its membranes, the air-passages and the lungs, etc., as
ilso vomiting, diarrhea and dysentery, emission of urine, etc. It
was very common to flnd in the mortality records the report of
many deaths " from teething." Children five years old, vith both
maxillaries full of teeth, wcre said to " die of teething." As weil
might wve assert that the norma physiological process of menstru-
ation or pregnancy are the direct causes of death. A child never
died " from teething" any more than a woman ever died " from
menstruat*on." While it is truc that teething is frequently asso-
ciated with pathological effects, and that serious symptoms may
be present, it is still true that teething is a purely physiological
process, and not in any sense the expected ani natural cause of
fever, diarrhœa, etc. Thousands of children erupt their teeth
without any bad symptoms vhatever. Even physicians regarded
this as the exception to the rule. The causes of infantile dis-
orders cannot be traced to the consequences of a natural physio-
logical process.

Proceedings of Dental Societies.
THE DENTISTS' OPENING NIGHT.

Toronto Dental Society held its inaugural meeting on Tuesday
evening, Nov. 9th. The folloving officers were installed : Hon. Pres.,
Dr. Eaton; Pres., D. A. J. McDonagh: Ist Vice-Pres.,Dr. Ziegler 2nd
Vice-Pres., Dr. Swann; Sec., Dr. T. W. Trotter; Treas., Dr Wunder.
Dr. Swann read a paper on " Anæsthetics," follo-ved by a discussion.
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