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A WAINT OF THE SLOCAN.

A great need of the Slocan country at this
rent is more capital, with experienced men
en"ged to i nvest it propurly in claim ldevelop.
nent. There are and have been in that great
ilhcr (listrict minies capable of paying from the
rass roots, but a capital of $300 to $500, which
s al that the working miner often has vhere-
vith to open up for shipping his promisiig caim
r grotu, of daims, is usually altogether insufl-
Itient for the purpose. 1-lence the abandonent
f many a very likely opportunity, often too ob-
ained on a low priced option quickly terninable.

Not a few claims, left for the time being un-
»orked froni lack of capital, are thus likely sone
iy, in the hands of men stronger fimancially, to
iekl excellent returns, .alike in ore shipments
ud profits. Too much has been built on the
ct tlat the Slocan is "a poor nian's country."
his it certainly is in a sense, speaking relative-
and by comparison with other precious metal

istricts of 13. C., but even there it is very rare
r a man or group of men to start successfully
n mine development wi n a working capital of
lom or under. Yet this is often more than
e total sum wherewith a Slocan mati starts

country" argulent, have been attracted manv
hundreds of men, fresh from North \Vest, Man-
itoba or other ranches, men capable of success-
fut plough and spade work among grain or roots,
but altogether unused to blasting, tunnelling,
lode following and other mine work. Naturally
enouigh, many of those Slocan settiers fresh
ifromi the fielk have made failures of their mine
velntures and also not achieved any very striking
success even as mine workers. To day the best

i working iminers iii the Slocan hail from Mon-
tana aid other mining States of the Republic-
a liact which bas to be frankly, if reluctantly, ad-
miutetd-and these men naturally secure the first
aid best openings, wvhere such are under the
coitrol of practical mine owners, incorporated
or otiherwise. Iln timne no doubt the sturdy
meiii from non-mining parts of Canada and else-
where wffl gain sufficient experience in the Slo-
can and elsewhere to becone as successful work-
ers as the Amenrican silver-lead miners, who
have migrated thither. But in the interin the
lot of the whilom agriculturist turned miner will
not usually be easy, whilst his inistakes of
iiiethod will often prove costly to himself and
others.

'he Slocan is developing steadily, despite the
continuilng fl iii silver, so great are usually the
value of its deposits, but this development will
continue to be gradual, rather than rapid, so
long as so many of the best mine workers of
the country are backed by but scanty capital.

There are still many and excellent opportu-
nities in the Siocan for capital to embrace with
profit, despite the depreciation of silver, though
We suppose that for a while at least gold loving
British investors will continue to be soniewhat
chary of investing in a silver country, and prefer
even to take very, very doubtful chances in such
things as Clondyke syndicates, often, by the bye
-more often, indeed, than not-intended to be
officered and worked by men of influential status,
but withal unpossessed of the merest atomic
knowledge of the frozen far northland and the
proper methods of exploiting for other than
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