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When requested by the Secretary ta pre.

pare a paper for this meeting I did nt
know whát ta say in reply. Myexperience
is not sufficient ta warrant me in choosing
a subjeot relating to apiculture and treat.
ing it as it ought ta be treated. I thought
I could not do better than note a few of the
difficulties that I have met fron time ta
time, somu of which I have partly well over-
cone, while others remain as obstinate as
over. The abject of this paper is not ta
show whatlittle I know about beekeepng,
but rather ta string together a few of the
difficulties that are more or less annoying
ta the majority of beekeepers, espeoially
those who have not had experience enough
ta help themselves over these sand bars in
the strearm they have decided to float upon.
I say " help thenselves," for it is when a
rnsa is not able ta help himself, and has ta
depend on the information he gets from the
books and periodioals devoted ta apiculture,
that hie real troubles begin.

QUESTION.
1.-Why is it ttat the instruction given

in this manner so often proves partially, if
not wholly, uselees ta the novice who is
trying ta carve hie way as a beekeeper.

ANSWEItS.
Assuming that it is true that the in-

struction given in bee books and journals
often proves of little value ta the novice
the reasons mty be varions. In the first
place the "instructions" may not be clear,
and hence misleading. In the second place
the "novice" may not underatand the in-
structions ; but thinking he does, ho pro-
ceeds ta follow them and "pute hie foot in
it.' In the. third place, he nay under-
stand the instructions aIl right. but,
through lack of experience or skill, may
not be able ta carry them out right ; hence
the reeuit roached will be quite different
from tht resuit expected. lu the fourth
place, instructions, perfectly clear and good
in themselves, may not apply ta the place
where they are carriel ont, yet would be
perfectly applicable ta so:ne other place ; or
they might not be applicable to the cir-
cumstances of hive and environment, and
hence the result would astonish the "no-
vice," instead of pleasing him. In the flfth
place, the instructions themsel'ves (probab-
ly only a theory or speculation) may be ail
off, and consequently just as likely in being
carried.out ta produce a bad as a gond re-
suit. It is a nice thing ta be able to dis-

tinguish between a principle and au hy-
pathesis ; and in the reae.m of apiculture,
I preeumne the novicà wourd be'quitè«likly"
to confound theim. And this iá ûot' ta be
wondered ab when we se tise old litade
and the professional heads sonetimes doing
the very same. It is quite astonisbing what
a small amount of generalization will enable
sone reasoners (?) ta reach a general conclu-
sion. A few facts will suffi:e, and the prin-
ciple is forthwith adduced or deduced, and is
dnly set up as a fundamental prinoiple wor-
thy of ail acceptation. Facte are, it is true,
stubborn thinge; but it takes more than one
or two of them ta transform a theory itite
a principle. Hence it is that' a great deal
of the popular literature of apiculture, like
that of many other growing sciences, is
crude and theoretical, and therefore just as
lkely as not ta land the novice into a
thousand and one dileainas. -e is utterly
unable ta sift the wheat fron the chaff.
The only and best advice I can give the
novice in these premises is ta hear all sides
as far as ho can ; and thon, wherever ther
is a cnnflict of authorities, use hie own
judgment as the final court, and follow
the course vhich ta him appeara right un-
der his own circunstan::es. By doing this,
and curefully and1 intelligently watching
results, ho will soin get on th<'right track.
-ALLEN PRINGLE, Selby, Ont.

On account of different flora, a different
locality, and different manipulation.-G.
M. Do OLITTLE.

The instru-:tions are nearly always cor-
rect ; bat we do nt read or understand
thema ai the author does. I find* that if
you reqgasst ton persans to read a set of :n.
structions.eight will not get them correctly.
-H. D. CurriNo, Tecumeth, Mich.

The instruction is not given in a plain
way as a teacher should give it, and because
a novice is slow of understanding.-Jo«N
F. GATES, Ovid, Erie Co., Pa.

The answer ta No. 1 is ta my.mind easy
and simple. Different writers. write from
their own standpoints, whiçh.takes in la-
cality, etc., consequently the information


