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WEY 18 IT¢—By J. K. DARLING.

When requested by the Seoretary to ore-
pare a paper for this mesting I did not
know whét to say in reply. My experience
is not sufficient to warrant me in thoosing
a subjeot relating to apiculture and treat.
ing it as it ought to be treated. I thought
I conld not do better than note a few of the
difficulties that I have met from time to
time, somv of which I have partly well over-
come, while others remain as obstinate as
over. The object of this paper is not to
show what little I kaow about beekeeping,
but rather to string together a few of the
difficulties that are more or less annoying
tothe majority of beekeepers, espeocially
those who have not had experience enough
to help themselves over these sand bars in
the stream they have decided to ftoat upon.
X say ** help themaselves,” for it is when a
roan is not able to help himseif, and has to
depend on the information he gets from the
books and periodioals devoted to apiculture,
that his real troubles begis.

QUESTION.

1.—Why is it thut the instruction given
in this maaner so often proves partially, if
not wholly, useless to the novice who is
trying to carve his way as a beekeeper.

ANSWERS,

Assuming that it is trae that the in-
struction given in bee books and jcurnals
often proves of little value to the novice
the reasons mwy be varions. In the first
place the “instructious’ may not be clear,
and hence misleading. In thesecond place
the "*novice™ may not underatand the in-
structions ; but thinking he does, he pro-
ceads to follow them and ‘‘pats his foot in
it.”” In the third place, he may under-

gtand the instructions all right, but,
through lack of experience or skill, may
not be able to carry them out right ; hence
the result roached will be quite diffarent
from the result expected. In the fourth
place, instrustions, parfectly clear and good
in themselves, may not apply to the place
where they are carriel out, yet would be
perfectly applicabie to some other plage ; or
they might not be applicable to the ecir-
cumstances of hive and environment, and
hence the result would astonish the ‘‘no-
vice” instead of pleasing him. In the fifth
place, the instructions themselves (probab-
ly only & theory or speculation) may be all
off, and consequeuntly just as likely in being
oarried out to produce a bad as a good re-
sult. Itisa nice thing to be able .to dis-

tinguish between a principle and an hy-
pathesis ; aad in the realm of apiculture:
I presume th3 aovica would be'quité likely **
to confound them. And this i fiot "to be
wonderad at when wae sze tha old heads
aund the professional heads scmetimes doing
the very same. Itis quitoastonishing what
& small amount of generalization will enable
some reasoners (?) to reach a general conolu-
sion. A few facts will sutfize, and the prin-
ciple is forthwith adduaced or deduced, and is
daly eet up as & fundamental principle wor-
thy of all acosptation. Fasts are, it is true, -
stubborn things; but it takes more than one
or two of them to transform a theory intoe
a principle. Henoe it is that a great deal
of the popnlar literature of apioulture, like
that of many other growing sciences, is
crude and theoretical, and therefore just as
likely as not to land the novice into a&
thousand and oae dilemnas. Hos is utterly
unable to aift the wheat fromt the chaff.
The only and best advice I can give the
novice in these premises is to hear all sides
a8 far as he can ; and then, wherever thera
is a oconflist of amthorities, use his own
judgment as the final court, and follow °
the cours: vhich to him appeara right un-
der his owa circumitanzes. By Jdoing this,
and carefolly and intelligently watching
resalts, he will 803n g2t on ths Tight track.
—ALLEN PrINGLE, Solby, Ont.

Oa account of diff :rent flora, a different
locality, and different manipulation.—G.
M. DoOLITTLE.

Theinstrustions ave nexrly always cor-
rect; bat we do not read or uanderstand
them a3 the author does. 1 find that if
you reqasst ten peraons to read a set of n.
atructions,eight will not get them correctly.
—H. D. CurtiNg, Tecumseth, Mich.

The instruction is not given in & plain’
way a8 & teacher should give if, and because
& novice is slow of understanding.—Jomn
F. Gates, Ovid, Erie Co., Pa. = =

The answer to No. 1 is to my mind easy
andsimple. Different writers write from
their own standpoints, which.takes in lo-
cality, etc., consequently the information




