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Abolish All

PROHIBITIVE
LIQUOR
LAWS.

Appleton Morgan in the Current
Number of the Popular
Science Monthly

Tue cveation of cvivaes by moans of
statutes providing for their puanishment
has genorally proved itsdf bad policy
In the duys Heney VI, it was o
waxim that “a timker was o rogue hy
statute  wned, in Queen Elizboth's tin
actors and * stage-players * were pat into
the sume eategory as tinkers. But it cann
i time to be understood that the s
ing of tin kettles was not a crime e
a tinker hore and there had rabbod a hen
roost, and that the profession which had
produced a Shakespeare was not, by any
salutary public policy, & criminal profes

The abwolute, angqualifiod, and disting
wished failure the whaolish
ment of the teafic in liquors is speedily
convineing even the most sanguine prohi
hitionist of the expediency of wiping
them from every statute-hook in the lad
Their failure has not heen so wich a pro
tost againstinterference with the personal
liberty of the citizen as un illusteation of
the venersble maxim that no law cun
exist without, or ¢

nsurvive, n reason for

its existence.  These Jaws, indoed, never
had any adequate or logical reason for
sisting st all,  They have hald their
arigins always, and without exception, in
sparsely settled commumities where per
sonal liberty was so absolute and unguest
fomed  that it became irksome, wher
liquor was aliost unknown and the user
of it a cariosity, and where the only
knowledge of the horrors of intoxieation
the village possossod wis derived from
itimerant temperance orators who dilated
upon the terrible conseuences of the rim
hahit roomful of tearful oll women,
of whom knew the taste of liquor or
nything stronger than

1 ten, The
land, who en
Wlue laws, whe
s over & stone in
his path or Kiss ot his neighlor’s, hut
his own - wife on the seventh day, no
more thought of prohibiting the drinking
of liquor than of probibiting the prewh
ing vight and  ten hours’ sermons
When they setthod u town, they built, first
of all, & meeting house, and next o it,
juil.  The jail wis for those who did not
want to to the meeting house.  But
the pint of “new " v per laborer in the
haytield was ax much # matter of course
s the minister’s madeir sherry, or the
magistrate’s ethegling or cggnog, or
toddy.  In the wainscoting aroumd every
tireplace was the sunken toddy-shelf, to
be drawn out of evenings, and when o
meeting house was to be raised, the com
wunity were expected to drink as freely
a8 Heaven had blessed them in good
things or the muans to pay for them.  So
Intely ns 1804, when the frame of the new
meeting house i Briwfield, Muss., was to
be raised, the town voted 121 for
“ pun, St beandy, lemons amd wine
And there but fow
sachusets that are smaller
The Puritans, in their
cited

w and proce
y bt from
h, and sent wmen to the juil
or to the gibhet » ding to the laws of
Reobonn robosin, |
the sons chab drank w wine or
strong drink, it no more ocenrred to then
to forego wine and strong deink them

ity hecatise

THE ADVOCATE.

selves than it did to forsake their substan
|||( frame dwellings and camp out hecause
hese swme  Rechabites had — forsworn
e s At o A, o ke 8
Arahia, thirty conturies previously

Liquor is b
subiject of excise,

tely and logienlly &
1 excise luws, which

iy operate in 1
thing wre projorwnd ¢
Bt it would puzde writers w
tutional law 1o find an or

hibiting the manufatur
sale of an article of con

nfor laws ,u-.‘

wr purchise,
o, |h-.|wl|
lows regulating all three are neither un
constitutional nor i Bsides un
written and written or stutute law, there
is also < police power

ity that is, |Iu
ing the public pe

jurisdictions mny
the individual out of whom too m
liguor may  have made o law-breaker
That is to say, the dronkand has fractur
the unwritten or wmoral law by bronking
the rule of temperance in ll things, He
has hroken the written law by hecoming
a public nuisance or 4 public charge, and
dice power of the State may lay
s upen hiw and dock i up for
lerly, or for lying deank and
o s na up the public streets that
orderly persons may not pass and repass
But in what wanner or form the com
monlity we eall Tiguor has broken or come
under the penal foree of any one of these
three  junsdictions, it s difficult  to
imagine : and, therefore,
w hard question to sswe
fined a legal or logieal nnum fe
tory n.“ law.  Publicists nssu
all salutary Jows and statutes which have
prooved to be for the general gowd, are
found to have invariably come from a de
i for protection, or for warrans from
an individual or a class asking vither for
protection or for franchise to henefit the
State and himself by carrying on some
uscful husiness, art, or teade ;. or they
have boen enncted for the mising of
revenoe, o (as 1 have said above), for
the conservation of the public peace. But
not of such ) the ovigins of the
VATIous statute st the selling of
w which wr s on the statute
n gront many, indeed, of most of
our Awerican States,  These laws, when
not copied eebabim or adopted substan
tindly fromn other States as the Kansas
law was ¢ from the Maine law
oviginated, not with a class of citizens
s (s o . but with a class
who proposed to pros somie other class

inst its will. I fancy it would be
difficult to find a Prohibitive lgo
which was not in the first instar
posed by one who was himself

the

Ve he

teetotaler by preference, or one without |

any taste for anything stronger than
water, nnd, therefore, without the slight
est practical experience of the ovils
intoxication ; or by one whose knowled
of the terrors of liuor drinking eame at
second hand from the deseription of th
itinerant ** temperance " ortor; or §
sihly by witnessing the effects of the abuse
of liquor  upon some weaker-minded
brother.  In other words, it was exactly
sif all the persons who preferred to o
to bed at nine o'clock should revive the

old Tnw of curfew and get it back upon the |

statute-hooks ; or, an if all those wha
Joved to go to Sunday school should legis:
lute to make it criminal not to go to Sun
Bo fur us the records go (and
ily those published by the
shibitionists thomsclves), not one single
sposition for the policy of prohibiting
the sales of liguor hus originated from a
demand for protection, or from cause of
necessity, or even of expediency: or in a
locality where the evils of such sales were
apparent or largely experienced,
oxperienced at all. I a rurlc
iowever, absolutely withoat smusen
wherepersanal liberty resembles, as some
ooy hs well said, ** the desolate froedom

crank with & hobly is welcome as a diver
it is nocessary to burrow in unusual

the eating of animal f-nul

m, a eall for o conferenc

wiud 80 spoedily become **

of perpetual gubernatorial

i
of thoso who used and habitually pur
chased liquor, but who desired to be ve

it, a wise public policy might have de
that the petition. prevail
sense of the wost enlightencd citiz

enlightened citizens who best appreciate
the value and understand t
use of liquor) had felt the need of & law
shibiting the sale of cheap and poison
ous adulterations of Liquor to those who

in any one .-( |hm canes these

ler o ._...m.l punuu " the greatost

finding themselves i a majority,

minority of their fellow -um~|u|u-uh~.l "

hnm temptations wgainst vllm i they Iunl

pore of what old Butler cha

damning those ones nat inclined to,”
of legislation for the greatest good of the
ber; of paternal rather than

o
u.muul I'...lnl.um liquor law s |

wwe | nvarin

up to the dignity of & b

) | hec

and the supporters themselves

have fat things at their disposs
1, f

Februnry Lith, 1832, in o loal news
paper® in Easex County, Masach

most law-abiding and church-going com

rried by one of the letter-writers, who
iher of the Muine Logisla

y

its innocence, where the foot of the temp
ter and the setter of snares, or the sybar

did wot exist, of protecting the few

fixed by the edicts of legisla
Into the older community, Essex

sight for the nagions of the earth ;

nately sending its citizons to juil for buing
and rewarding them for heeon
! Under the walign influences of
form, the State of Maine lus
introduced into its eeonomy » new incs
try, that of the **swel Is extin
arts and constables and speci
strntes, its bailiffs and petty othicers
w on the protense of on
g laws which none of themselyves

A rs of the State or of
its courts, from chief justice to tipstall
thinks of observing, are legion.  OF the
published volumes of its reports the bulk
are ponderous decisions on and expound
ing of its s laws, which read

, | between the lines like statutes of the

| Duchy of Gerolstein ' And for al
this the intelligent citizens of Maine pay
the bills and dodge the laws as well
they can ! Sixty years wo ago, whon
the Essex law erawled into Maine, surely
an 1 have said, it was a virtuous and
Arvcadian State At present, wheth
tomperate than any of its sister
States, whether the morality
drunkenness and crime therein than w
any other stute in the Union, the eitizens
f Maine are not fond of expressing an
opinion, and doubtless the less said the
better. It is to he added, moreover, tha
the Essex County lotter-writers who thas
builded hetter, or worse, than they know,
did not themselves propose a total po
hibition from the sale of wines, ales, and
other vinous or malt liquor, hut one solely
from the ent spirits, and of this
mly a mild restriction (s sort of * jug
Taw ) that i, that spirits should be sold
only to prevent the public drinking
rum-shops and bar-ros public
spectac intoxication and awling
which so often resulted mnd «hnv what
they sought is desirable to d;
able as then, nulu.ly,m ( \1 But the
iden that o gentleman who desived to s
nt spivits could not  fiest purchis
them, it s simple justice to the writers of
the letters to say, did not present itself
to them at all. When the matter ¢
into the Maine Legislats
whether hecause the distinetion betweey
wines and Hoguors was too subtle or from
other causes, that distinetion disappesred
As the pure and simple probibition of the
walo of wuy liguor, even of domestic man
| ufacture ler, it hecame a law ; the pro
hibition has since been writton into the
Constitution of Maine Jitse I, until that
State  has hoe monwendth of
law-brenkers » |....|A\A|..v| of constitution
breakers, for the law st welli
e law agninst manufacturing, and
wo against purchasing. And all these laws
have boen written in the Constitution
the State itself, and the citizens go o
[ Duying, welling, o purchasivg, with s
| pretonse of surreptitiousness that, eomi
| s it wll i, keeps buyer, seller, retuiler
and purchaser alike in by
| utes in e des srculorum !
(Continwed next week),
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A rarTy of tourists went to visit &
famous chatean on the L On outer
ing ome of the rooms, the guide remarkol
** This, ladies and gentlemen, is the hl
in which the Duke of Guise was assassin
ated

Pardon we,” interrapted of the
tourists, ** when §eame here three yon
ago, you told me it was o room i the othe
wing.”

Thereupon the civerone vepliod, with
perfect serenity : ** Yes, but 'h« chatea
was then undergoing repuirs.

She—** Bishop, what you said about the
Powells” baby after the christening re
called tome a thought from Wordsworth

The Bishop—** Lot me soe. 1 suid o
was a beauty, didn't 11 And what wa
the thonght 1"

She—** Hoaven lies shout us in our i
fanc;




