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refer to heaven, and teach thefact that‘: process of what might be called spiit- {3

the inhabitants of that blessed country . ual evolution. There are two stages
are chiefly such as die in infancy. in the growth of the Christian church

Tt is very doubtful whether, except by  just as there is in the conquest of &
inference, this truth be in the words  country. When our British forefath.

of Christ. The kingdom of heaven‘é:s,landedin America they graw first i

before the mind of Christ was the ' by conflict with, end conquest of the

phant ; the working church on ea,rth'ifor o foothold here and there in the
and not the jubilant churchin heaven. | vast wilderness. This corresponds to
There is no doubt this was_the sense . the period in the history of the church

in which hegenerally used the express- _when it has to contend for existence, |
ion, ¢ Kingdom of Heaven,” us equival- and when the poor in spirit and the
ent to the Christian dispensation that. persecuted are the seed of the church, ¥

was coming into existence in contrast carrying Christ's cause into the heart
to the Mosaic dispensation that was . of empires, cities and palaces. Then
passing away. These words therefore  after the Indians were subdued
1each us little excepting indirectly, as,or pacified, the British element graw by

%o the destiny of infants efter their, quiet and steady increase. One Chris §
desth. But they teach a truth, of & tian family became two, two becams |
near and very practical bearihg on the ' four, and four became eight, and soon, ¢
menner of the church's growth, and | till to-day this continentis overspread &

the work to which should be given the | with white men. This again corres

church's best energies. ' ponds to the period in the chureh’s

D

«QOf such” means not simply that "history when it grows from within by}

the kingdom of heaven belongs lo little the training of children and the in-
children, and people like them which is . crease of Christian households, when
true, but it means further that the liftle children become the seed of the
kingdom of heaven springs Jfrom little church and the chief quarter whenceifs
children and people like them. growth comes.

mon on the mount that they wiie | growth without scarcely any additions
suffer persecution for righteous- - from without that the Jews became a

ness' sake are blessed. ~Why? great and influential nation. It wass

« For thewrs is the kingdom of  first the family of Abraham, and he

heaven.” That is the way our trans-  had only one son in covenant. Then}:

lators have rendered it, whichis cor- in Isaac's family there were two 5005,

rees so far, but the wider truth contain- 'in Jacob's family twelve sons and one}

od in these words is best expressed by ‘ daughter, and so on, till we reach the
translating ¢ for of thera from them‘kingdom of Solomon, extending from

mourners are blessed, for they shall be , Evphrates to the great Sea, all sprung

comforted; the meek, for they eua'l in- | from one family which went on grov-j!

berit the earth, and so on, bui the,ing and spreading 8sa p..nb grow
poor in_spirit” and the perseccuted are,ard seeds the surrounding ground

blessed because of them, from themas il it fills the land. There lies there |
the seed of God springs the church. | fore in these few words « of such”s}

The blood of the martyrs is the seed‘secret of greater power and pre-
of the charch, and in some such sense, gress that .uy Philosopher’s stone
as that, we may say that little child- | ever promised. If the Christian
ven are the seed of the church by a churchzs of Canada, instead of waiting

rid

is the kingdom of heaven.” The , Jermon to Egypt, and from the river}"
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church militant, not the church trium- . savage Indians. They had to fight : pul
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We are told by Christ in his gser-| It was by steady gradual internsl}:
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