NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1877, by Hdwin
W: Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON XI.
Maron 17.1

HEZEKTAH AND THE ASSYRIANS. [About702 B. C.].
ReAD 2 Chron. 82: 9-21. ReciTe vs. 19-21.

DATLY READINGS.—M.—2 Chron. 32 : 9-21. T—

2 Chron. 32: 1-8. W.—2 Kmgs 18: 13-22. Th.—
Py, 27. F.—Dan, 3: 16-256. 8a,;—2 Kings 19 : 20-35.
8,~—Isa. 36.

[ a

GOLDEN TEXT.—~With himigs an arm of flesh;
but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to
fight our battles.—2 Chron. 3% : 8.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—God is the refuge of
his people.

] L

ConNgcreD, History,—Hezekiah offered solemn sacri-
fices ; held a solemn passover ; continued to put down
idolatry ; was delivered from death and fifteen years add-
=d to his life ; paid tribute to Assyria; again attacked by
Asgyria ; dellyered by the angel, who slew 185,000 As.
syrians.

To THE ScHOLAR.—Notice that a deliverance from
Assyria seemed almost impossible in the eyes of man, but
how easy it was for God to send it !

NOTES.—Sen-nach’-e-rib or Sen na-che'-rib, son and suc-
pessor of Sargon, king of Assyria ; reigned 42 years (702-
680 B. (¢.).  In the 3rd year of his reign he conquered
Pheenician cities ; was victorious in Egypt; made Judah
Sav tribute ; built a grand palace at Kouyunjik (Nineveh);
was the greatest of Assyrian kings ; fled from before Jer-
usalem; was slain by his two sons while worshipping
Nisroch, his god, Ld/-chish, city ot the Amorites, its
king defeated by Joshua, Josb. 10: 26-38; fortified by
Rehoboam, 2 Chron. 11: 9; the refuge of Amaziah, 2
Kings 14 : 19 ; captured by Sennacherib, according to
Assyrian records ; now in ruing and called Um-Lakis. The
yuing are about fifteen miles eastward of Gaza. As-syr-i-a,
Hez-e-ki-ah.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTTONS.

Lgsson Torrcs.—(1.) THE AssYRIANs’ ArTAcK. (1)
Tar ASSYRIANS! THREATS. - (IIL) THE ASSYRIANS' Dx-
STRUCTION.

I. THE ASSYRIANS’ ATTACK. (9.) SENNACHERIB, See
Notes ; His SERVANTS, probably three of his generals.
See 2 Kings 18: 17. (10.) ABIDE IN THE SIEGE, Or
“ gtronghold,” and do. not surrender to the Assyrians.
(11.) To DIE BY FAMINE, otc.,as the Assyrians expected they
. would ; oUR GOD SHALL DELIVER US. See Isa. 36 : 14, 15.
(12.) HEZEXIAH TAKEN AWAY HIS HIGH PLACES, a false
suggestion of the Assyrian; the high places were for
idalatrous, and not for Jehovah’s worship; YE . . . WOR-

"'$HTP . .. ONE ALTAR, 80 God had commanded. Deut.
12:13,14.

L. . QuesrioNs.—Give the title of thelast lesson. Of this
lesson. State the chief facts in the Conneoted His-
tory. What had Hezekiah given Yennacherib ? What
cities had the king of Assyria attacked ? v. 1. Whag
city was he now besieging ¥ v. 9. Whom did he send
to Jerusalem § How many ' of his servants ! 2 Kings
18: 17. Their first question to Hezekiah? v. 10,
‘Who had besieged Jerusalem ? v. 2. Near what city
wag theking himself? v. 9. How did he say the peo-
ple of Jerusalem would die ¢ In what way did Heze-
kiah expect deliverance? Why did the Assyrian ser-
vants say the Lord would not deliver him 7 How was
their charge false ¥

II. THE ASSYRIANS' THREAT. (13.) I ANDp MY
rATHERS, Sennachberib, Sargon, and Tilgath-pilaser, ete.,
see 2 Kings 15 :29; 18: 13 ; GODS OF THE NATIONS . . -
ABLE TO DELIVER, the Assyrians thought that as Egypt
and other nations were greater than Judah, so their gods
must be greater than Judah’s God; these other nations
had been conquered by Assyria, and therefore they
thought that Judah’s God could not deliverit. (14.) my
PATHERS UTTERLY DESTROYED, lsa, 10: 5-12. (15.) ner
Not HEzEKIAR DECEIVE YoU, to think that God will de-
liver you, (17.) To RAIL ON, to revile, 2 Kings 19:
10-13; Isa. 837 : 9-18. (18.) 1N THR Jews’ sPEECH, the
Assyrian servants could speak the Hebrew language as
well as their own, or at least Rabshakeh,the chief speaker,
could’; TO AFRRIGHT THENM, 50 a8 to make them surrender
the city. (19.) Gop OF JERUSALEM ... GODS OF THE
PeOPLE, they spoke in derision of both alike.

II. Questions,—What did the king of Assyria boast that
he and his fathers had done? Who were not able to
deliver those other lands ? Why were they not able ?
What became of those nations? v. 14. Who would
be unable, therefore, to deliver Jerusalem | How did
the king of Assyria further threaten Jerusalem 7
What did he do in his letters # The meaning of * to

- rail on”? 1n what language did his messengers speak ?
Who heard them ! Why did they use the Hebrew
language ! Against what God did they speak ! Among
what false gods did they place him %

I1L. THE ASSYRIANS’ DESTRUCTION. (20.) FOR THIS
oAvusk, because of these threats; HEZEKIAH ... AND
. «. Isatam , . . PRAYED, for the prayer of Hezekiah
see Isa 37: 15-20; for the amswer by the prophet see
Isa. 37 : 21-35. (21.) TaE LOBD SENT AN ANGEL, 80 he
once destroyed Judah, 2 Sam. 24: 16; secalsoPs 18:
50; Dan.8: 28; 6: 22; cur OFFALL THE MIGHTY MEN,
ate., seo 2 Kings 19: 85 ; RETURNED WITH SHAME, becanse
of his defeat; THE HOUSE or His Gop, the idol Nisroch
(see ploture) ; THEY THAT CAME ForTH, eto., his two S01S,
‘Adrammelech and Sh , 2 Kings 19 : 37; sLEwW HIM
with the sword, or literally . ** made him to fall.” x

1II. Quesrions.—For what prophet did Hezekiah send 7

answer recorded I Who was sent of the Lordto de-
stroy the Assyrians ¥ How many were slain ¢ When
did the slaughter take place ? 2 Kings 19: 35. With
what feelings did Sennacherib return to Assyria?
Who slew him ? Where ? While he was doing what ?

What facts in this lesson teach us—
(1.) Thefoolishness of pride in those who are strong?
(2.) Thas it is unwise to boast of our strength
(3.) That it is safe to continue to trust God while
others are deriding us for it ?
(4.) That God can deliver us in most unexpected
ways ?
ILLUSTRATION.—T'he Assyrians’ Destruction.
The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold ;
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea,
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.

Like theleaves of the forest when summer is green,
That host with their banners at sunset were seen;

Like the leayes of the forest when autumn hath blown
That host on the morrow lay withered and strewn.

For the Angel of Death
spread his wings on the
blast,

And breathed on the face of
the foe as he pasged.

And the eyes of the sleepers
waxed deadly andchill,
And their hearts but once
heaved, and forever grew

still,

And the widows of Asghur
are loud in their wail,

And the idols are broke W
the temple of Eaal ;

And the might of the Gen-
tile, unsmote by the
sward,

Hath melted like snow at
the glance of the Lord.

NISROCH.
[From Assyrian Monuments, |

~Lord Byron.
LESSON XII.
MaArcnr 24.1
MANASSEH BROUGHT TO REPENTANOCE. [About

677-667 B. C]
READ 2 Chron. 33: 9-16. Recrre ve. 12,13,

DAILY READINGS,—M.—2 Chron. 83 : 9-16. T.—
2 Kings 21: 1-9. W.—Psalm 107: 10-22. Th —Job
36: 5-19. F—Eazra 8: 21-30. Sa —Matt. 8: 1-12. S.—
Luke 15: 11-32.

ﬁ e

GOLDEN TEXT.—As many aa 1 love, I rebuke

l and chasten : be zealous, therefore, and repent.—
Rev. 3 :19.

(7]

CENTRAL TRUTH.—Afflictions should lead to
repentance.

7 L)

ConnNecTED HisTorv.—Hezekiah received many gifts
and presents ; was honored at his death; succeeded by
higson Manasseh, who became king at 12, and reigned 55
years (698-642 B.C.); he was wicked ; restored Baal-
worship ; caused his children to pass through the fire’
used witcheraft ; was punished by being carried captive
to Babylon, whsre he repented.

To TaE RcHOLAR.—Contragt the conduct of Manasseh
when in distress with the greater wickedness of Ahaz
under similar trials, and learn how we should conduct
ourselves in times of trouble. :

NOTE.—Ma-nas'-seh, 14th ruler of Judah, and son of
Hezekiah ; became king at 12; reigned 55 years (698-
642 B. C) ; forsook hig father’s righteous ways; followed
idolatry ; was taken captive to Babylon ; repented ; wag
restored to his kingdom ; put away some of his idolatries;
restored the worship of the Lord. [Lange says that the
Assyrian monuments place his captivity in Bablon about
647 B.C., while Assurbanipal or Sardanapalvs was king,

but Jewish tradition places it in the 22nd year of Mn-l

nasseh’s reign, and while Esarhaddon wasking of Assyria
Tradition saysthat M h cond d the prophet Isaiah
to be sawn asunder.] Bat/-y-lon, a great capital of the Chal-
deun kingdom, on the Euphrates. For 600 years Babylon
was alternately free from Assyria and ruled by it ; became
the residence of the Assyrian kings about 680 B.C.; de
stroyed Nineveh about 625 B.C. ;. wag overthrown by the
Medes and Persians about 538 B.C. Two Assyrian in-
scriptions refer to Manasseh of Judah as a vassal or cap”
tive—one made by Esarhaddon, who reigned 681-688
B.C., the other made by his successor Agsurbanipal, about
648 B.C. @i-hon, a valley west of Jernsalem, named also
Hinnom; had two large pools; the lower now called Pool
of the Sultan, though some think it was the Pool of the
Bath, or of Hezekiah, near the Jaffa gate. O/-phel, ““the
tower ;' it is also the name of the southern portion of the
hill Moriah, and between the temple area and Siloam. It
is now outside the eity wall.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUEBSTIONS.

Lesson Topros.—(L.) MANASSER’S SIN.
viry. (IIL) His RESTORATION.

1. MANASSEH’S SIN. (9.) MApE JUDAM ... TO KRR,
led Judah into sin ; DO WORSE THAN THE HEATHEN, to do
more evil than the nations God had destroyed, Jog*.
24: 8. (10.) Lorp spake T0 MANAsSRH, rebuking him
for his pin,

- L. Quesrions.—How old was Manasseh when he began
to reign ¥  How long did he reign? Where? Who
was his father § What was Manasseh’s character 1
Name twelve wicked things that he did. Whom did
he make to sin with him ? What had become of those
heathen ! Who reproved Manasseh? With what ef-
fect 1

IL. HIS CAPTIVITY. (11.) Tumn HogT, the army ; oF

What did they two do 7 For what did Hezekial pray 1 | THE KING OF ASSYRIA, 860 Notes on Babylon ; Among THE

Where is his prayer recorded ! In what other place ?
+ double chaing” (Keil), or * took Manasseh with fetters

By wbom did the Lord send an answer ! Where is the

THORNS, ‘took Manasseh with hooks, and bound him with

(T1.) His Caprr-

and bound him with chains” (Lange), or better than the
above, ‘ took Manasseh captive with. rings” (Maurer);
BABYLON, see Notes. ' (12.) IN AFFLICTION . . . HUMBLED
uMser¥, go did Rehoboam, 2 Chron. 12: 12, (13.)
PRAYED UNTO HIM, Manasseh’s prayer is given in the
Greek version, but is not authentic, see v. 18; was rx-
TREATED oF HIM, listened to his prayer; BrROUGHT HIM
AGAIN TO JERUSALEM, caused the king of Assyria to re-
lease and restore him.

1I. QuesTioNs.—What did the Lord bring upon Ma-
nasseh and Judah ? Who was carried to Babylon?
How {aken ? Give the various supposed meanings of
““ among the thorns,”” To what city was Manasseh
carried ? When did it become the capital of the As-
syrian kingdom § Whom did Manasseh seek in eap-
tivity ¢ How ? Who brought Manasseh again, to
Jerusalem 7 Of what was the king then certain ?

IIL HI3 RESTORATION. (14.) o1ty oF Davip, Jerusa-
lem ; Gimox, see Notes; i1sH GATE, at the north-east
corner of the city, Neh. 31 3; OpmEx, or “the tower,” ch.
27 : 8, and Neh. 8 : 26 ; possibly it refers to a district of
Jerusalem. See Notes, (15 ) STRANGE GoDS, 8ee V.3i
THE IDOL, etC., 8¢e V8, 4, 5.  (16.) REPAIRED THE ALTAR,

| ch. 29: 18 ; THANK OFFERINGS, Lev. 7, 12.

111, Quesrions.—Who had restored Manasseh to his
throne ? What portion of Jerusalem did he rebuild ?
What did he raise to a great height ? Meaning of
‘Ophel. [A tower,] How did he strengthen other
cities ¢ By what acts did he prove that he had repent-
ed ? v. 15, What offerings did he wake ¢ v. 16, What
command did he give to Judah ?

What facts in this lesson teach ug—

“(1.) That aruler can do great evil ?
{2.) That the Lord ean punish kings and rulers ¢
(8.) That God will spare rulers when they repent ?

Epps’s Co00A—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING,
- ““By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties of well-selected cocoa, Mr,
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. Itis by the judici-
ous use of such articles of diet that a constitu-
tion may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to disease,
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there is a
weak point. We may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”—
Civil Service Gazette—Sold only in Packets
labelled—* James Epps & Co., Homceopathic
Chemists, Loudon, Eng.

CAMPAIGN NOTES.
““ PicToN, Feb. 11th, 1878,

‘I received the ring all right in a nice little
box. Itis just the right size and I like it very
much. Iam very thankful for it, it is so nice.

(1 P. C'”
“ Porr PERRY, Feb. 9th, 1878,

““ Received the ring with thanks. It is a
nicer one than I expected, and some that have
seen it think of trying to get one. L. Mc A.”

“ToroNTo, Feb. 12th, 1878,

‘¢ This is to express my thanks to you for the
chromos which you sentme, and which I receiv-
ed all right. They are very nice and will make
nice ornaments. “W. H. A

‘“ Smcog, Feb. 9th, 1878,
¢ Tt is with pleasure that I have to acknow-

l ledge the receipt of the chromos which you sent

me, I have shown them to a number of my
friends, and they all say that the pictures are
splendid and at the same time natural,
(11 ‘v’. T. ”»
¢ TILSONBURY, Feb. 12th, 1878,
“ I received your letter and was very much
‘pleaged also to receive the skates.’ They were
all right and in splendid condition. T thank you
very much for them. I shall try and get some
more subscribers for your publications, as I con-
sider the skates worth more than T have done
for them, “CA W
“ BERKELEY, Feb. 9th, 1878,
“I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of
your chromo (Lord Dufferin) which you sent to
me fer sending one new subscriber to the Wrrg-
LY Wirness, We are very much obliged for it,

and whatever is in my power to do for the Wir--

NESS I'shall do, as it ‘is a faithful upholder of
the right. 0 I
‘* GoLDEN ISLAND, Feb, 15th, 1878.

. "“ I received the lecket, and think it very
nice, 1 5D i B.P

‘ EDWARDSBURG, Feb, 8th, 1878,

“ Please accept my thanks for the beautifu]
'ring which T received yesterday. I will try and
‘get some more subscribers for 'youl‘u p;péra.

x “MarroryTows, Feb, 14th, 1878,

“ This comes in answer to yovrs duly recery-
ed, and to thankyou also for ¢he pictures, which
T think very much of. T think T shall continue
canvassing myself, a8 I feel very anxious for a
greater circulation of the WITNESS publications,

) ‘ S NL?

| would be a pretty good one.
Fs st

The prizes are as follows :—

Any person sending in one new subscriber to the WeEk-
LY rrNEss, at $1.10, or four new subscribers to the
MEeSSENGER, at 3Uc each (and stating that it is for a pie-
ture), will receive a chromo o Earl Dufferin,or the Coun
tess of Dufferin, as may be preferred, size 11 x 14 inches.

Anyone sending in two new subscribers to the WEERLY
WirTNESS, oreight for tho NorTHERN MESSENGER, O One
new subscriber to the Nrw DomiNion MoNTHLY, at $2
‘and stating *hey ave working for the pictures), will rej
cexvcta the pair of ehromos,which will make very nice orna-
ments.

A GOLD LOCKET
will be given to any persoyn who sends

in $6 in new subscriptions to the Wir-

A GENUINE SILVER HUNTING-CASE
WALTHAM WATCH, Plain-Jewelled,
and commonly retailed at $20. A good time-keeper

One of these very popular Watches will be sent to
evegy erson sending in $60 in new subscriptions to the
wI N}EJISS PUBLICATIONS.

GOLD AND JEWELLED RINGS.

This is a present exclusively for girls (little or grown-
up). and for those who intend to El‘esent the prize to their
lady friends. The Gold Keeper shown in the centre of the
engraving retails at $2,and will be mailed to anyone send-
ing us $§ in new subscriptions to the WITNESS PUBLI-
CATIONS. The Gold Ring with eight pearls and five
stones retails at $4; it will be mailed to anyone who
gends $10 in new subscriptions to the WITNESS PUB-
LICATIONS. The Gold Ring with three pearls and six
stones retails at $6; 1t will abe mailed to anyone send-
ing %13 in new subscriptions to the WITNESS PUB-
LiCATIONS. If the competitors prefer they can obtain
rings of greater value on egu.a.lly adyantageots terms.
For example, if they send $50 in new subscriptions, they
would receive by return mail a ring which they would
have to pay $20 for af any retail store; and such a ring

A lady in sending for any
of these ri uld send a piece of paper or thread the
gize of her finger, 8o that one to fit may be obtained,

A Handsome
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM
which retails at $2.25, will

be mailed to all who send $7
in mnew subseriptions to £
the WITNESS PUBLICA-
TIONS. 3
e A RTINS e Y

$1.10; the New DoMiNioN MonraLY, price $2.00; the
MESSENGER, pricc 30c.; L’Aurore, price $1.00.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.
DO NOT FORGET THEM!

Every letter must be marked ‘“In competition,” or
otherwise express tho intention to compete for one or
more of these prizes. 5

Nonames are entered on our subscription lists unless
the money accompanies the order.’ 2

You can obta‘n sample copies, directions for working
and any other information a.t? any time by writing to

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
WITNESS OFFICE, MONTREAL.

Tar Cruvs RATES FOR THE M{nssmc}s%x are,
.when sent to one address, as follows:— 1 copy, 30c.; 10
(‘;)pigs, $2.50; 25 copies, $6; 50 cgpien, $§1_50; 100
copies, $92; 1,000 copies, 8200, J. Dotarr & Sow,
Publishers, Montreal.
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Goop Huavre axp AN EveEN TEMPER Arm
two of the best accomplishments young ladies can ke,
and these are necessary adjuncts to a beautiful face. The
marks of a peevish disposition are not Ion% in stampin,
mielr o Sy oy e wie st Sl o

-he

33& efaé:v,hfn?l more_especiall; alth comes ?

eed, when it is entivel
esary. A bad cold, if obtained in carryin

o hostort 1o a siok friend, is endurable; but s ivgi%l;ldé
to enjoy one taken through an act of brayado. Just go
when young ladies become invalids through obeying the
\diotatés of thatfashion which says: ¢ Puton corsets and
lace them ”‘“hgll‘fl{ a8 possible,” ‘and others of g similar
kind ‘h%ﬂ“d that everything has besn lost and nothing:
found.  With the growth of the knowledge of the hum g
system, fashion will begin to ohey st )

has met with a cordial recepti

: { ption in England, Ireland and
'ﬁﬁ%ﬂr‘;‘m{yazoﬁg] = i 0(; aPl’i(z)tda, and tho sixth th'o::sa.n?lnis
pO8E #6 10 any address 1n Aty nrffx:m s o nent

l\Io;«I;};I;,S : “MA%AIZINE (rre  New DoMinox
) 18 rap growing in favor with the public.
Its articles are wel ‘written, and their tone such as to

make the Monthly 1 s
The Newnto rihé na n.‘i" vooma vmvxtor in the family cirele,

The NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and published
ou the 18t and 15th of every month, atNos. 36 and
37 Bonaventure street, Montreal, by JouN DoUuGALL

& Hon, composed of John Dougall, of New York
g/}xd gr:hf Redpath Dougall and J. D, Dougall, «f
Montrena,



