
The Catholic.

originat

AGAINST MIIATEIlIALIS*.I.
Il.c cegitavOrut, ct erraverunit ; exotecivit

et',i il lom inni.i enrmun. Pt necariertint
riutonta Dai ; neque vnerceden ipornvo.

-rut' jiuatitie : nec jiltoIverunt lonorei ani.
n .rumn ant trum :i quonilin tlhus cr'4vtt ho.
,ntunein inerirnii et il inagineam Si
imhdtudinu dîao Iccit iltuni.-Sap Calp 2 v. 21.

•lThn iings thîev fhnnmgn, nd wcro doceiv
rd ; fer ttipir uwn itt.'o tblind al teiin. Andl
the% »1. nw not tlhe erot o: G d ; ior haupod
fir itie was of istice . ior esteenlied tho loner
oi holv souls. For t.iod cronted nin incorrup.
ibl.. ant ta ithe imago of hen owmn i chkencss ho

mtado Itun," &c -Wisdiomn, ch. 2, v 21.
There ara no notions su very nlbsîurdi

and cmratvagant, ilnt main, when lett to
hsis own conjectures Ot his Origin and hast
end, lias not entertaited of himself. I
neied not mention the dreams of a Pvtlia-
goras, antd of othier 'agan philosopiers,
whiuomt our modern frectiinkers, so barren
in conceits of their own, seent proud in
followug. Even the Mrtempsicosis, or
tratmigraton of soils, not oniv of one
Iulman being inta anlother ; but of tmen in-
ta brutes, birds, insects, and fisies ; lias
f.mnd iln ail ages down Io the present
ilmtes, persons capable of adopting il for
their crecd. in spite or ail ils revolting ab.
surd.ty. Indeed, wiat is il trat mani lias
not fancied and believed of hintself, except
wiat le really should iave fancied and
believed 1

There are lowever two points, whieb
the ancient Pagans broacloid ; and which
our modern infidels seem more fond of
inculciting tan any tiing besides: the
eternity of mattir; and the iaalerialism oJ
the soul. Thouglh these are too absurd
to require serious refutation ; yet, as they
are so often trgedt titon us by our modisi
thcorists, who woiuld have ilteir admirers
more remarkable for ilieir creduliy titan
thley thtemselves are for itheir incredulity ;
il may not bc amiss ta say a few words
on tihese ieads.

The Pagans froin niere ignorance ven-
tured these conjectures; ha.ing lost anmid
te pltrality of tlicir Gods the proper no.

<ion of ithe Deity ; witi nothing to guide!
tient in their res.arches af er trmh, namid
the marky mazes of long establishtPi su-

perstition, but the distorted rays and faint
glimmerings of tireir clomuded reason; tihey
saw this migity universe, in the midst ofr
whici they fouud themselves placed ; and
could distiniguish among ail lite Gods tiey
vorsiipped none so greant as in tieir con-

ception was able to cope with such i mi
mense materials: ta mould the boundless
whole in ils present perfect form ; muci
less to give birth to it, and Cal it up frouit
nothing. It was therefore quite nimpossi.
ble for suclh not to inainu.ie it eternal.
Wio, in their ideas, would give it a be-
gitninug? Whicl of ail their God. could
originate and realize the smupendous de-
sign ? It was iterefore raturai for then
tio suppose it self-existing; prior event,
an i, timiugh passive, in saute sense sepc.
rior tu ieir in:ginary Deities. A Spi-
ns:1's boaqct system of Materhi'ism, and
all t!4er aravagant notions of his foi,
lcwers. are bit grounided on tihe ignorant
suiniiaes of Ite bcmighted Pagans, groping
tlheir way, and resonit:g at a venture
amid the tiiick incumblîent and settled
gloom of IdoIatry.

Whiat more ctalte'd notions could tIhese pvory tling is regulated virl order,
enicitain of the soul? Or wlnt could veigit and mensure ; nnd ies1 ndapted l'or
they suppose il to bu more excellent, than its own particular end 1 I can porceive
i refmted portion f tie eternal nmss ? A il in lthe least as weil ng in the greatest ob•
kenuis aura, or a litht and subtle vapour ? jects : in the figu re und progress of a
A scintillula qu'rdan ignis aherii; a snuil, as weil as In the brightness, immen.
smnall spark of etiereal fire, uniting ilseif sity, and vclocity. of lie celestini orbs.-
after deahli to the original wiîole ; and It is visible even in tite wing of the smati..
losing itself as a diminutive strenm, in tii est insect; where, besides lte delicate tex-
universail byss 1 And is not tihis the very turc & vondei fui iecitanitsmt ; vu cannot
idea which our modern Infidels have taken itelp admiringits nice proportion tu Ithe
tp ; and, decking it forth. according to body it suspends. I seo i carefully cloth-
tieir own f.mncy, they offer it to tie public ing, accordmig to th temperature of the
as a precious and important discovery of climates in which they are intended to re-
tilir own. iside, lthe various animals, wio cannot

bense, witlotut any% w'sh1 to dive inta -ab-
strîlso reasoinings on a subject, whici lit.
deed does-not reqaire thi ; tiugi tliere
ara flot wt nft ing ablu lathors, wn have
carried tileir proofs upon tihis score iearly.
ns Iar ns thre huanta inicilect can followy
tihemi.

Lettus next consider for a moment thue
othter notable nssetlion, thai th>e soul her-
self is miaiterial. ,shouidegin b vasking
thlse, who hold such no) opinionu, S; hy they
h.ave chosen to adopt il ; and wha t tIheir
views are inl maintiiiimfng it so strentuously.
Is it not eviietyiv fromn the wis, ant in
tite Iopu tu conivince thiemliselves tihat Itev

'l'ie truti is, tiiese silly reasonters, wllo miake coverings for tiemselves; and Cith, ndy escpo Ilte tinSpuitshmenCt of therir guil ;
must think itose evet sillier tian thent- er armintg-iten wvitil tie fittest weapons to Itll titeir ever cihiding conis'iince, and
selves, wlo are capable of crediting tiheir for their defence; or affordig thomu suffi- blut thiescorpion sting of inward thrilling
strange assertions; aivance tieir ridicu- cient. swiftness & sagacity to oltide their remtorse, by reasoning tiientscives, if tiey
lous absurdities, not from ignorance, for pursuers, and secure iheir retrent. The could, into the belief thtit their sontis aro
iln unideniable, thotgi confouutding trutls sane is observable in the inhabitants of but malter, destructible and doomed to
of revelation have ldlsthed full tipon Liem : the deep ; and every creature in al, titis perisu ? Titus, wlile tiey assert malter
but fromt n wish stil, if teicy only couhi ra st univers is found fitly. furnisit h îvito :u bc eternal, inly in order to avoid th>e
ta pursutade tluemiselves and ohers, (for ever.y thing best adapted lt) ils lino of life terror of ait, tfitmtndemd God ; .they at lite
whois could like to stand alone in his opi- inits own, native element 1 çamn time, with surprisintg inconsistency,
nion ait subjects of stici monentous iii- Need I menion the equtl wisdom and but i conformniiy witih Ilme dictaes of
port) that there is no Gog] to puinisit after design displayed in the inanimate part of common sense, mainmain il to bu perislh,
deait lthe crimes, of which they feel them- thu creation ? Tite reproduction of thre able; andon tihis oppoJite principle they
selves guiihîy. Dixit insipisns it corde seed-and rouis inu tite vegotative kingdiom 1 groudtl aill:their iopes.o! future impunity:
suo, non est Deus. The foolsaid in lis Thre formation of lhue eaves, flowers and for, if:not, then I-would aský.tien again,
heart, that is, in lis wisiwing, nt reaseoning fruit ? The wonderful care and skill with ivlere-is their gait, by supposing the soul
factihy, non est Deus, there is no God w %vhich the.precious principle of reproduc' mxaterinl, sirce, if nul destructiblu and pe,
or that lte seul is suchu after its separation étion, the sced, is. folded up, eaci in ils risihable, es matter, it.,may stijl exist afier
froi rite body, as te. preclude the possibi- own distinct enveluope, and socurely fenced demit, ,and if_ o, wiy may il not be sub,
lity of ils being subjected '.o.pain. It is.a against the destructive influence ofte jqcted to ail te punishment it deserves for
fatal trulh, confirnt-id by experience, that wintery cold, titi tie genial beason return? iaving acted in this life agnins tie strong
viat we earnestly wish tve are easily led it were an endless, but a needless task, fet moral sense of jtstice and virtue, im,
to believo ; and the more we bring tu be ta eunet ate every thing, in vhiich tie pj..ited it the miind of every one ; and
of rite sanie way of thinking- wit our- skill and wise design of the Suprene in, what -we may justiy call te instinct of
selves, tre icre we are encouraged and telligence evidently appears. And is all reason. For if :he soutl is punishable here
confirmed in noui error. But whatever tItis tite scheme and effect of matter work- for vh:îlt site dons amiss, even by the in,
may have- bean the internai conviction of ing upon itself? It were truly ntonderfuI. vard, painful and abashing sense ofshame;
those, wio could broaci such enormIties, if tie hiort of tlue horses' Itoof should. by regret, sadniessreumorse ani despair:
tlat of many of their followers may be a fashion itself into so fit a defence for his or, should tihe guilty succeed in extinguish-
iiorottgh conviction. We shall therefore foot ogainst the ruggedntess of the roads, 'ing.in their minds by long habit in vice al]
aie a fev observations on ltese tvwo heads, on wich ho lias to toil and travel. Then 'sense of horror at lteir vicked and infu-
with the view of ielping ta undecive thenm. might avei in oyster boast ils intellige ntmos deeds; at any rate by te very pain

Every thing that is, il not eternalmusi shel, itait so opportunely. forms ilself of disease,. dit freinient, cnnsequences of
have liad a cuse capable of producing it. round ils delicate body, tu defend it front thir dissoine conduct; by siknss even,
But it is evidently abstird to suppose iat filth and friction, and tite devouring attacks and s:fierings.of every kind, to which in
marter, or any thing, could have produced tof hungry fisies. Il is realy liumtbling tol tleir present state tiey. find itemselves
itself; for, to produce itself. il must exJst have to notice such fret tinitking dotage occasionally subjected; they may Iearn,
before it exists ; whicli, 1 need net ob- and mental aberrations. in spite of their llypothesis, that ns their
serve, i rite ieigit of absurdity. Ve are ien brought back front. dead souis, whether material or not, are punish-

Besides, matter being by its nature pas- unthinking matter ta a distinct intelligent able here, and subjected to pain, so they
siva and inert, could never of itself, and printciple, 'vhich we are thus forccd. to ac- *may. be i another state of existence here.
without the operation of some external knowiedge ; but whicih our infidel Titea- afier. flere agaiti they are drawn, back
agent, have been brougit to assuma any rists were seeking toavoid. Shal we by ilte very means tley had)planned for
regular, fixed, and dtiermined motion co- then.to humour tiem, allow matter in be their cscape, to that adjudging principla
[or or forn. But is it tthn e:rtnal.?- at east coeval vith thiis principle ; titougt o intelligeuce ; vhose drended grasp they
And shail ve give ti it an attribute, which we have already proved that to be an tb' cedeavour seto shun; and they are shewn

can belong only toi that supreme intelli- 1surdity ? If ve evcn did so, in what that, as tley imuist bear ils cliistiking in-
gence, which moulds and directs it at plea- wautld tliey b ite gainers T They have fluence in th life, so may ihey hue to
'ure: to which il is subject in ail ils parts : stili left in ail liEs dreadfiul might and nia- feol ils more rigorously exerted infdacunce
and consequently in its great univrrsal ;jesiy ili sane supreme lBeing to judge in a life ta cona.
whole ; but witi vlich it mi rapugnant to, and condemna then Ior their guili. Whrice But sone will have it onlv the body hliat
suppoe;c il endowed in any of its portions, ithen iEs ite advantage Io tot , or wh;tt Es feels ; and when it has lust its vital
or in ms vast o;ahty. I)ons not reason tihsu net essily of'acktiovledging matter to varnth, afuer ceasing to breaihe, that ail
then, andi nature compel us to ascribe th b eternal? Or are-we, without any pas- its feîings and sufferings are at an end.

attribute lo a disttinct and more excellent sible reason or motive, ta make so blindly It is but building astiles in the air, to make
principîle, whlicht Is saotn and fi lt by Con- bold ait assertion ? If tihis is thueir boasetd suppositions untsupported by known fumets,
mon sensa to exst apart and uincombined philosophy, it is evidently tli philosophy or probable arguments We ofiten sec lts
save 'im iti operations ; nay uncoibinable of foo!s ; whici no) one in Iis right senses body during life, as but the organ of a
ti any degreei with matter En al ils possi- vould listen to fur a menten. distinct and thinking principle, enlivenied

hle forns. I perceive this inteligence in I need not iterefore enter into any fur or depressed by mero mental affection ,
overy modification of mattcr ; and can ther argument, ta show ite extravagant originating not in any accident or allera-
plaiily read its design. Who secs it not absurdity of suchm ut hypatlhesis. My ob- tion in its own stto ; but in tiat of its re-
displayed in cvcry object of nature, where servaumons -re directed oniy tu commoa Îlec ing and invisible manager andi mover.
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