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AGAINST MATERIALISM.

ilve cogitavorunt, ot corraverunt § cx~worvit
cnn illos mn iy corum, Bt nescierunt
raeramenta Dei i nequo mercedem eporave.
Tunt justitio ; nec judicaverunt honorem ani.
gr.ram sanetirum < qaonivn Deus eroavat bo.
minem inextarminabelems ot ad imaginem si
ymbitudinis suro feeat tum.—Sap Cap ¢ v. 8L
\Q,-‘.
wThesa things they thauglt, and were doceiv
ed s for theie own milico binded them, And
they hnew not the fecrots of G .ds nor hopod
fur the wages of pistice ; nor ysteemed tho honor
of holy rouls, Vor God croated man incortup.
Nhle, anid to the image of h own likencss ho
mado lin? &e —Wisdom, ch. 2, v 21,

Tiwere ars no naotions so very nbsurd
and e<ravagant, that wan, when lett to
his own conjectures on his origin and lasi
cad, has not catertained of himself. 1
need not mention the dreams of n Pytha-
goras, and of other Pagan philosophers,
whom our modern freethinkers, so barren
in conreits of their own, scem proud in
followmg. Even the Metempsicosis, or
transmigraton of souls, not only of one
human being into anothier ; but of men in-
ta hrutes, birds, insects, and fishes; has
found in all ages down to the present
times, persons capable of adopting it for
their creed, in spite of ali its vevolting ab-
surdty.  Indeed, what is it that man has
not fancied and belicved of himself, except
what he really should have fancied and
Velieved 1

There are however two points, which
the ancient Pagans broached ; and which
our modern infidels seem more fond of
inculcting than any thing besides: the
elernity of matler; and the malerialism of
the soul. Though these are 100 absurd
10 require serious refutation; yet, as they
are so often urged upon us by our modish
theorists, who would have their admirers
more remarkable for their credulity than
they themselves are for theic incredulity ;
it may not be amiss to say a few words
on these heads.

The Pagans from mer2 ignorance ven-
1ured these conjectures 3 haviag lost amid
the plurality of their Gads the proper no-
don of the Deity ; with nothing to guide
them in their res=arches af er troth, amid
the marky mazes of long established su.
perstition, but the distorted rays and faint
glimmerings of their clouded reasen; they
saw this mighty universe, in the midst of
which they fouud themselves placed ; and
could distinguish among all the Gods they
worshipped none so great as in their con-
ception was able to cope with such im.
mense materials: to mould the boundless
whole in its present perfect form ; much
less to give birth to it, and call it up from
nothing. It was therefore quite impossi.
ble for such not to imazine it eternal.
Who, in theic ideas, would give it a be-
ginning 2 Which of all their Gods could
ariginate and reatize the stupendous de-
sizn? [t was therefore ratural for them
to suppose it self-exisling; prior even,
and, though passive, in some sense sape-
sior 1o their imaginary Deities. A Spi-
nusa's boasted system of Materialism, and
ali the ex'ravagant notions of his fol
lowers, are bnt grounded on the ignoram
surmises of the benighted Pagans, groping
their way, and reasoning at n venture
amid the thick incumbent and settled
slogn of Idvlatry.
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Wiiat more cxalted notions could these
entertain of the sool? Or what could
they suppose it 10 be more excellent, than
a refined portion of the cternal mass? A
tenuis aura, or a light and subtle vapour ?
A scintillula quadam ignis atherii; a
small spark of cthereal fire, uniting ftsell
after dvath to the original whole; aad
losing itsell as a diminutive stream, in the
universal ubyss 1 And is not1his the very
idea which our modern Tnfidels have taken
up ; and, decking it forth, accordng to
their own funcy, they offer it to the public
as a precious and important discovery of
tleir own.

‘The truth is, these silly rcasoners, who
mast think these even sillier than them-
selves, who are capable of crediting their
strange assertions ; advance their ridicu-
lous absurdities, not from ignorance, for
tho undeniable, though confounding truths
of revelation have flashed full upon them :
but from a wish siill, if they only could
to pursuade themselves and others, (for
who could like to stand alone in his opi-
nion on subjects of such momentous im-
port) that there is no God tv punish after
death the crimes, of which they feel them-
selves guilty, Dixit insipisns in corde
swo, non est Deus, The fool said in his
heart, that is, in his wislung, not reasoning
faculty, non est Deus, there 1s no God :
or that the soul is such after its separation
from the body, as te. preclude the possibi-
lity of its being subjected to.pain. Itis.a
fatal truth, confirmed by cxperience, that
what we earnestly wish we are easily led
to believe 3 and the more we bring to be
of the same way of thinking: with our-
selves, the mcse we are encouraged and
conflrmed in our error. But whatever
may have been the internal conviction of
those, who could broach such enormuties,
that of many of their followers may be a
thorough conviction. Ve shall therefore
add a fiw observations on these two heids,
with the view of helping to undeceive them,

Every thing that is, if aot eternal, must
have had a cause capable of producing it.
But it is evidently absurd to suppose that
matter, or any thing, could have produced
itsell 3 for, to produce itself. it must exist
before it exizts 3 which, 1 nced aot ob~
serve, is the height of absurdiny,

Besides, matter being by its natare pas-

every thing is vegulated with order,
weight and measure 3 nnd Lest ndapted for
its own particular end ? 1 can porceive
it iu the least as well ns in the greatest ob-
jects: in the figure und prograss of a
anail, as well as in the brightness, immen-
sity, and velocity, of the celestinl orbs.—
[t ig visible cven in tho wing of the small.
est insect; where, besides the delicnte tex-
ture & wonderful mechanism j wo caunot
help admiringits nice proportion to the
bady it suspends. I see it caretully cloth.
ing, according to the temperature of the
climates in which they arc intended to re«
side, the various animals, who cannot
make coverings tor themselves ; and eiths
crarming-them with the fitlest weapons
for their defence; or aflording them sufli-
cient, swifiness & sagacity to olude their
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sense, witliout any w'sh to dive into ab-
Struse reasonings ou a subject, which ine
deed does-not reguire thear s though there
are not waating ablo authors, who have
carried their proofs upon this score nearly.
as faras the human intellect can follow
them.

Let-us next consider fur a moneat the
ather notable assertion, that ke spol Yer-
setl is material. - L.should begin by asking
those, who hold such o opinion, u hy they
have chosen 10 adopt it and what their
views are in maintainng it so strenuonsly.
ls itnot evidently from the wish, aud in
the hope: to convinee themselves that they
may escape the punishment of their guilt ;
to lull their ever chiding conssience, und
blunt the scorpion sting of inward dhrilling
!mmorsc, by reasoning thomselves, if they

{pursucrs, and-secure theiv retrent.  Theteould, into the belief thin their ronls aro
ssame is observable in the inhabitants of but matier, destruciible and doomed to
tho deep ; and every creature in all this perish?  Thus, whils they assert matter
vast univers is found fitly. furnished with 'y, Lo gternal, anly in order to avoid the
every thing best adapted w its line of life (error of ans offonded God s .they at the
in.its own: native element, | came time, with surprising inconsistency,

Need I miention the equnl wisdom and. put in conforminy wuh the dictates of
design displayed in the inanimare part of common sense, meimain it to be perishs
the creation? The reproduction of tllefuble; and-on this opposite principle they
sced-and roats in the vegetative kingdom ¥ ground sik:their hopes of future impunity :
Thf: formation of the leaves, ﬂou‘?rs a'nd fory ifinot, then Lwonld ask: them sgain,
fruit? The wonderful care and skill with (¢}iore-is thew gainy by supposing the sout
which the. precious principle of reproduce material, sirce, if not destruclibl: and pe-
tion, tho seed, is- folded up, each in s rishuble, as matter, it-may still exist afier
own distinct envelope, and securely fenced death, .and if .co0, why may it not be subs
against the destructive influenco of the jacted toall the punisment it deserves for
wintery cold, 1ill the genial scason rewrn 1 faving acted in this life against the strong
{1 were an endless, but a needless task, felt moral sense of justice aund virtue, im+
10 enumerate every thing, in which the pluited in the mind of every one; and
skill and wise design of the Supreme inv what.we may justiy call the instinct of
telligence evidently appears.  Aod is all ‘renson. For if the soul is punishuble here
this the scheme and efiect of matter work- for what she doos amiss, cven by the ins
ing upon itsell? It were.truly wonderful. ward, painful and abashing sens of shame;
if the horn of the horses’ hoof should by regret, sadnessyremorse and. despair :
fashion itself into so fit a defence for his' or, should the guilty succeed in extinguish-
foot against the ruggeduess of the roads, "ing.in their minds by long babit in vice all
on which he has to toil and travel.  Then 'sense of hotror at their wicked and infu-
might even 3n oyster boast its intelligznt " 0. deeds ; at any rato by the very pain
shell, that so opportuncly. forms itself of gisense,. the frequent. cansequences of
round its (-lcl-ica(c body, tv d'-:r"_“d it from hoir dissolute conduct ; by sickness even,
Iﬁllh and friction, aad l.he devouring al'lacks;and sufierings-of. every kind, to which in
Lof hungry fishes. Tt is really h‘umbhng 10 their prescnt state thoy. find themselves
have to notice such free thinking, dotage occasionally subjected; they may learn,
and mental aberrations. “in spite of their Hypothesis, that as their

We are then brought back fram- dead gouis, whether material or not, are punish-
unthinking matter to a distinct intolligent _able here, and subjected to pain, so they

sive and inert, could never of itself, and | principle, which we are thus forced. to ac-

without the operation of some external knowledge; but which. our infidet Theo- !

agent, have beea brought to assume any ‘rists were sceking to avoid. Shall we
regular, fixed, and determined motion co- !then.to humour them, allow matter to be
for or form. But is it then ciernal?—'at least coeval with this principle ; though
And shall we give to it anattribute, which {we have already proved that to be an ab~
can belong only to thut supreme intelli-jsurdity 2 If we even did so, in what

gence, which moulds and direets it at plea-
surc: to which it is subject in allits parts :
and consequently in its great universal
whole ; but with which i1 19 repugnant to-
supposc it endowed in any of its portioas,
or i us vast toialuy. f[Joes not reason
then, and nawre compel us to ascribe this
atribute to a distinet and more excellent
principle, which 1< se~n and felt by com-
moa sease o exist apart and uncombined
save in its operations ; nay unconbinnble
w any degree with mattee in all its possi-
ble forms. [ pereeive this intethigence in
every modification of matter ; and can
plainly read its design.  Who sees it aal

displayed in every object of nature, where

twould they be the gainers?  They have
still left in all his dreadful might and ma-
;je91y the same supreme Being to judge
and condewmn them for their guil. Where
then is the advantage to them, or what is
‘the necessity of ®acknowledging matter 10
be cternal?l  Or are-we, wishout any pos-
rible reason or motive, to make so blindly
bold an assertion 1 If this is their boasted.
philosaphy, it is evidently the philosophy:
of fools ; which no one in his right senses
would listen to for a momeant.

I nced not therefore enter into any fur~

ther argument, 1o show the extravagant
absurdity of sucl a Ahypathesis. Dy ob-
servations 2ro directed only to common

i may. be in another state of existence here-
.after.  Here again.they are drawn back
by the very means they hadsplanned for
their cscape, to that adjudging principle
of inwelligeuce 5 whose dreaded grasp they
erdenvour $o.to shung and they are shewn
that, as they must bear its clastising in-
fluence ia this life; so may they have to
feol its more rigorously exerted influence
in a life 10 como.

But some will have it only tho body that
feels; and when it has lost its vital
warmth, afier ceasing to breathe, that all
its feelings and suflerings are at aa end.

suppositions unsupported by known facts,
or probable arguments.  We often sce ths
bodx during lile, as buat the organ of a

distinct and thinking principle, enlivened
or depressed by mero nmiental affection ,

flec ing and invisible manager and mover.

Lt is but building zastles in the air, 1o make :

originating not in any accident or altera-
tion in its owa state ; Lut in that of it re~ -



