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THE CATHOLIC.

Compare ;iitindirc;;lly, by declaring that the scrjpture alone

or tradition, may supply its defect.” . ) a ¢ "
this acknowledgment with the principle of the refor- was to be applied to for every essential of salvation. |

mation. M., Lieibnitz gives more to teadition than | Let these gentle.nen settle it among one anf\lhcr ns“
st. [renoeus asked forit in the second century. ,ill!c?' kfxow lsc.st. As for myself, Ithrow as:d.c here |

e had said ina preceding letter . ¢ ‘The ques- l!wlr sixth arl.wlc, and atlhcrc to u.c‘ mu_h?uuc tcs-:.
on is whether the revealed truths are all of them | timouy of their apolugy in favour of tradition. ¥
in the sacred scripture, or are come at least from - Inamost excellent work, cntitled England’s
mestolic traditfon, which is not denied by many of * Conversiva andtleformativn compared, § find a-,
the more accommodating among protestants.”— passage taken from a protestant work, the author of.
Upon which the illustrious prelate cbserves : We which was probably a member of the Church of
we net here disputing about apostolic traditions,  Englaud.  This protestaut writer, whois quuted, !

~ince you yourself'suy that the more accommodat- afler having considered the precepts of 8t, Paul on

ing, that is, as I understand, not only the most, oral traditions, makes tho followwmy reflections :— |
fearned, but also the most judicious protestants, do | Here we sce plain meution of St. Panl's traditions
ot deny it, as I believe in fact 1 have remarked in |, consequently of apostolical traditions delivered b)"
vour learned Calixtus and his disciples.” ;: word of mouth, as well as by cpistles or in writing;

M. Leibnitz moreover, or rather Al Molanus, , and a condemnation of those who do not c‘quall_v“
Lis skilful associate in the project of conciliation,, cbserve both (and still more a condemnation of -
treats tradition or the unwritten worl as follows. — .thosc, who despise them so far as lo. put them quite ,I
What disputes are started upon this subject ! They ,, a.side, as !ho authors of the rcforr{xouon. a}ul of they
may casily be terminated by saying that the ques- “sxxlh.arlwle have dgne.)  Thus it is evilent)
tion between us and the catholics is not whether)l (coutinues he page 78), that the whol.c ot Chris-:
there are teaditions, but whe'her there are any arti- | tianity, wusat first delivered to ﬂn.e.bxslmps suc- ||
Jles necessary for salvation, whichare not in scrip-;lcceding tle aposiles by oral t.radxlum: and they |
1ure, or which cannot be fairly inferred from it.— ;were also commanded to keep ity and dehver it to
'Phis latter is what protestants deny. But the  their successors in the same manucr, nor is st any !
inore moderate amongst them are agread that we ; where found in seripture by St P:m.l or any other,
are indebted to tradition not enly for the scripture, |, of the apostles; that they would either jointly or
but also forits true and orthodox sense in the fun-;;separatelywrilc down ail that they had teught as

thase that lived nearer the days of Christ and lns
apostles, are likelier to know- their minds betics
than those of remoter and corrupted ages; the reas

on is gaod,but mightily confounds these who live at
th~ very part of the hill in the valley of darkness and
atl iniquity, and therefore not so likely to discern
the truth ofthe dactrine of Christ, preached on the
top of Mount Sion, as thosev.ho lived in highet

ascents,  Wherefore I shall always hearken with
due reverence unto what those primitis e holy fathers

deliver,and the more holy and more ancient,
doubtless morete be regarded.”

Beveridge, the learned bishop of St. Asaph's.
after having said, to humour the sixthof the thirty

nine articles, thatin the precepts necessary fur
salvation the scripture was very clear to all eyes,
developes his sentiments as follows : “In objccts ot
doctrine and discipline, if we would neithererr not
transgross, let us beware above all things of adber

ing obstinately to our conceptionsand conjectures,
or to thosc of others.  Let us rather examine what
has been the opinion of the universal Church, or at
least of the major partof Christians : and let us
attach ourselves to the opinion that has been unani

imously adopted by the Christians ofall ages. For

as in the entire consent of all consists tho voice of
nature, says Cicero, soin disputed points the con-
sent of all Christiansshonld be held as the voice of
the gospel. There are many articles which are
not read in express terms in the ‘Scripture, and

damental articles ; not to speak of other things,
which Calixtus, Horneigs, and Chemnitius have,
Yong since ackuowledged can not be known, except

by this means. Certainly those among the protes-

rants who receive, with the apostles, and the Atha-,
yasian creed, the five first geucral councils and the,
councils of Orange and Milevies, with the agree.'
ment of at least the five first ages, asa sccond
principle in theology, in such manner that the fun-'
Jamental articles cannot be otherwise explained,
than they have been by the unanimous consent of
the doctors, will scarcely have wherewith to dis- |
pute with the Church of Rome,*?  The observation

of ML Bossuet upon this chapter of M. Molanus is!
very short. ¢ As for what relates to tradition the:
-ame author is agreed with us, that we are indebt-!
«d toit notonly for the Holy Scripture, but also)
for the "egitimate and natural inferprelratson of this,
seriptu e, and that there are trulks that we cannot

know e cept by its assistance : which is quile suﬂi-l
«icnt for us : so that on thisarticle we are complete-

ly reconciled, if we are to believe this learned:
writer.”?

Itmay appear strange to you, and yet itis very
frue, that the man who perhaps had the most 1o do
with the drawing up of the thirty-nine axficles, 1
mean Bishop Jewel, contingally rests upon teadi-

1
.

necessary fo salvation, or that they would make
sucha complete canon of them, that nothing should
be necessary to salvation but what should be found
in these writings.” These most just observations
dicectly oppose the sixth article, and must be con-
sidered as an uncquivocal disavowal of them.

“I am, not of those who admite the great
knowledge in divine matters revealed in this latter
age of the world, Ido not think there are any now
so likely to discover the truth of gospel mysteries
as these of ancientdays, Asfor that saying a pig-
my set on a giant’s shoulder may sep rhore than
the giant; pardon we if { callita shallow and si-
1y fancy, nothing to our purpose; for our question is
not of seeing more, but of the clear discerning and
judging those things weall sec, but are in doubt
what they mean; ifa pigmy and a giant scea beast
at a mile distant, apd arc indispute whether it be
a horseoran ox, the pigmy set on the giant’s
shoulder, is never the nearer discprning what itis,
which depends on the sharpnesss of sioht, not o
the height of his shoulders: Now that the ancient
and holy fathers ofthe Church were more spiritual

by their spiritual holy lives: The natural man re-
cciveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither

tion, upon the fathers and the primitive Church, in
the Apolagy that he published in 1562, with the ap-
probation ofhis bretbren, and by order of the su-
preme governess, and also, as we are assured, with
the unlimited applause of all the protestant socic-
ties in Europe.  Here then is the authority of tra-
ditlot recognized, invoked, and appealed to in their
own defenco by the spiritual lords of the convoca-

£ v mov dimethey had st hao, pejecting Hihnen af4havieid am caventh, they answer, breause!

canhe know them, because they are spiritnaily dis-
cemed. 1.Cor.ii, 14, And how noatural, how
carnal, how purblindwe are, is too, foo visible,
Besides a purblind men near the object will discern
it better than a much sharper sight ata greater dis-
tance as we are, Forif you ask those lofly con-
ceited pigmies why they give more credit tothe
fathers of the second and thivd century, than to

ant

land consequently sharper sighted in spiritual things,
than wo carpal creatures of this latter ageisevident,

which nevertheless pre deduced from it by the uni
versal assent of Chi'stians : for example, that we
must adore threo distinct persons in the holy, L'rin -
ity, the Father, the Son. and the Holy Ghost ; that
eachof these is God, and that nevertheless thete i
butone God ;that Christis God and ‘man’in onu
and the same person............{arcthese
articles necessary forsalvation or nof?)These points
and similar others are not traced outet'full leagth
in cither of the two testamenis; and nevertheless,
that they are founded upon both, is what is agreed -
and has always been agreed by  Christinns,, AWith
the exception of some heretics, whom we, must
consider inreligion aswe do-monsters in ndture.
And again, that the infant should be washed §n the
holy waterof baplism. . ..........andlhe sun -
day religiously observed;...........:~that
every year wo must solemnize the passion, resur.
rectionand ascension of our Saviourand thé *dés-
cent of the Holy Ghost, . . . v v vvvo...and that
the Church must be goverued by bishopsy disting-
uished from priests, and superiorto thetn ; liese
articles and others hesidesare no where,. expressly
commandedin holy writ; and nevertheless, Tor
these fifteen hundred years, they bave been follow-
ed in the public practice  ofthe Church: they are
asit were, notions common {o all, planted from the
beginning in the beartsof ChTistians, .., sxvee . -
derived from the tradition of the aposties,who; {os
gether with the faith propagated in thoworld theso
ecclesiastical rites, and if T may term < thieny so,
these generpl interpretations of the gospél;iother-
! wiso it would_lie incredible,and even . impossibie
that they should have oblained sox’u'uani@gus a
i reception in all places, in all-times ahd. Adoug” ol -
Christians,” * - Sos TEe

.



