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contents of this Bible history, with page
references. These books will form an
apparatus for the study of the Scriptures
such as we know not where eise can be
found.

The Higher Critics Criticised. A Study
of the Pentateuch for Popular Reading,
being an Enquiry into the Age of the
so-called Bouks of Moses, with an Intro-
ductory Examination of Dr. Kuenen's
““Religion of Isracl.” By Rurus P.
StessiNs, D.D.,with Preliminary Chap-
ters on the Higher Criticism, and an
Appendix concerning the Wonderful
Law, by H. L. Hastings. Boston: H.
L. Hastings. Toronto : William Briggs.
Pp. 450. Price, $1.50.

This title describes very fully the na-
ture of this volume. Mr. Hastings, the
publisher and author of about half the
volume, has rendered inviluable service
to the Church of Christ by his manful
defence of the trath and zealous evan-
gelism in the city of Boston. Dr. Kuenen
18 one of the most destructive of the so-
called higher critics. He aflirms that not
one of the Psalms is from David’s hand,
although many of the eminent Hebrew
scholars believe that he wrote from twenty
to eighty of them. Kuenen is equally
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reckless in his conclusions as to the
authorship of the Pentateuch. Dr. Steb-
bins, like William Spiers, whose book we
reviewed last month, traverses these con-
clusions and vigorously maintains the
conservative and orthodox point of view.

Mr. Hastings' treatment of the same
subject is more popular in its character
and is a vigorous defence of the “impreg-
nable rock of Holy Scripture”—a refu-
tation of many attacks upon its veracity,
and an exposure of the shallow criticism
on ‘‘the mistakes of Moses” by showing
the mistakes of the crities and the histovic
corroboration of the world’s great law-
giver.

The Story of Bessic Costrell. By Mgs.
Huwrearey Wakn. New York : Mac-
Millan & Co, Toronto : Toronto News
Company.

This is rather a disappointing book.
We expect someihing much better from
e author cf ¢ Mareclla” and * David
Grieve.” This is a sombre not to say
gloomy narrative. It describes the.vulgar
theft of money from a squalid miser by
his feather-headed nicce. Its moral, if
it has any, is its illustration of the be-
numbed influence of the drink habit on
the conscience.

OUR PROGRAMME FOR 1896.

WE think that a glance at the announce-
meut of the 43rd and 44th volumes of
the Macazine will indicate that ir is the
best we think we have ever made. The
splendidlyillustrated articles on ¢ Britain's
Keys of Empire,” **Around the World
with the Union Jack,” and ** The Gieater
Britain of the Scuthern Seas,” with sev-
eral papers on our own great Dominion,
will give it a patriotic character that
should appeal to the patronage of every
loyal Canadian.  The articles on ** Evrry
Day Life in Bible Lands” will throw
much light on many passages of Holy
Scripture.  Its stories of the heroism and
romance of missions, its charcter-studies
of the men and women who have moulded
history, its sketches of social and moral
reform, and its papers on Popular Science
will furnish instructive reading to all
classes.

A feature of great atéractiveness will be
its admirable serial stories. One of these

will be read with a special interest, ¢ The
Hand on the Helm,” a tale of Irish life,
of smugglers and Methodists, of true love
and its trials, of Irish brogue, Irish hu-
mour, Irish pathos, and Irish piety. It
will be illustrated with a score of engrav-
ings. ““The Elder's Sin” describes the
heroie character of the Covenanters of
Scotland. ¢ The Man Trap” is a strongly
written temperance story, by the author
of “Lost in London.”  * The Trials of
Philip Strong,” and  *The New Social-
ism,” by the author of ¢ Philip Mcyer's
Scheme,” are also powerfully  written
stories.  The six chapters of ** Hiram
Golf's Religion ; or. Shoemaker by the
Grace of God,” will inspire to braver do-
ing and holier living.  These stories pur-
chased in book form wouid cost several
times the price of the Macazize for the
entire year. \We trust that each reader
will renew promptly and endeavour to
secure an additional subscription.



