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meniber must psy an equsi share of
these expenses, and 4. That the
8impleet and faire8t way to raise funde
for those expenses is by the collection
cf nionthly dues. We next corne to,
enquire,
18 ET MRIGT TO IMPOSE ANY PENALTY UPON

TEE NON-PAYMENT OF DUES ?

It is a well-L-nown niaxim i law
that s statute which either requires or
forbids the performance of certain
aots, must, in order to render it effec-
tuaI, have a penai. clause whereby
those who violate that statute may
be punished; and it is upon that sound
prinpildle that by the By-laws of the
Lodge a penalty is imposedl upon
those members 'ivho either negleot or
zef,-se to pay their Lodge dues.

In regard to the kînd, the nature, or
the seveity of thB't penalty, the opin-
ions of the brethren may differ, and
tliey do differ; just as the opinions of
the publie differ in regard to, the kind,
tlie nature, or the severity of the pen-
alties found upon our statute bookis;
tlua, while some men consider a cer-
tain penalty arbitrary, exorbitant, or
even inhumane, others would have
the sanie stiil more stringent and
lieavier ; and this brings uR to the
question of
SUSPENSION FOR NON-PÂYMENT 0F DUES.

The question, 'Ils it riglit f0 sus-
_pend a Brother for non-payment of
dues ?" can, abstractly answered, Le
enly answered in the affirmative; and
-why only in tIe affirmative? Because
«Lis ,olemn pledge that lie would obey
the By-laws, and his signature to the
same as an acknowledgment f0 bis
acquiesence in them, formed part of
~the conditions upon which he was
-admitted a member of the Lodge ; he,
therefore, has no right f0, complain if
-fie is punished accordiigly. As' a
inember of the Lodge loie j one of
those for whose benefit the expenses
of the Loage are incurred, ana lie
=nst help f0, psy them; he cannot Le
permitfed to, plead that because lie
discontinued to attend the meetings
ef fhe Lodge, lie received no value

for fthe Lodge dues whici lie is re-
quired to psy; the Constitution re-
quiros him. to attend, and if lie doet
flot lie acte contrary to, what lie pro.
uuised to do, but fhis, unfortunately,
is one of t bose duties to whicli no
penalty is attached, and if thereforo
proves to Le a dead letter. Nor cau
the pIes Le admitted that a Brother
should Le exempt from flie penalty of
suspension for non-payment of dues)
on tlie ground fIat he lias been a psy-
ing menuber for a number of years,
and only after that period got into
arrears. Sucli a Brother is f0 some
exteut in s similar position to a pet-
son who, after havîng for a number of
years paid lis premiums snd asseas-
ments in a iputual fire insurance
company, then negleets f0, renew,
is burnt out sud would dlaim damages
for loss by fire on the pies fIat lie
bas paid many years insurance and
neyer drew any money from the com.-
pany. The company would answer
himn flat fthe obligations were mut ual,
thaf so, long as lie lad paid up, lie
had the company's guarsntee, which,
however, cersed at the time he ceased
to psy the premiums or assessinenta.
The Lodge replies to the Brother re-.
ferred f0, fliat so, long as lie paid his
dues hie not onlyenjoyed certain riglits
and privileges, but had in addition
fliere o, certain guaranfees of righlts
Iand privileges in case lie sliould'fall
iu need to, make use of flem ; but
since tlie duties of fthe Lodge sud the
Craft in genezal sud those of the Bro-
ther were of s reciprocal -nature,-
were mutual, those of flie Lodge and
of the Craft ceasedl so, soon as the
Brother lad ceased to perform his
dufies fowards the Lodge sud the
(Jraft. If fIat Brother neyer needed
any pecuniary aid, so, mucli moufe
fortunafe for him, but if lie will spay,
lie neyer got value for lis monthly
contribution, lie either shows that lie
L'ecsme a member of the Lodge for
mercenary purposes, andconsequently
slionld neyer have Leen adnuifted, or
lie shows fIat lis mental facuities are
of a very low grade, or hie indiffer-


